
Midweek Reflection        March 22, 2023  
 
 
 Half of the teams who played in the NCAA Division 1 Basketball Tournament this 
past weekend lost. That is a bunch of disappointment and despair. Teams that should 
have won, KU and Purdue…both #1 seeds, did not. Of course that is not the only 
reality. The other half of the teams won, and were delighted.  It was quite unexpected 
for several of them. Fairleigh Dickenson, Furman and Princeton were the biggest 
shockers.  

 
Heartbreak and jubilation is what in my mind makes the tournament and life so 

similar, so special, so rich.  We do find disappointment in much that comes our way. 
And yes, what great joy we experience as well. It is indeed part of the human condition. 
It is the full range of emotions we get to experience. And I suppose on any given day 
many are feeling the pain while others the joy. Fortunately in life there is more than 
winners and losers. Even when we do not win, we may learn much and still feel a sense 
of accomplishment if not victory.  

 
As Christians we understand that we are encouraged to avoid relying totally or 

exclusively on our skills and hard work. We understand God plays a foundational role in 
who we are. We acknowledge God as the one who both formed us and guides us in our 
journey. We understand who we are is not all about us. We are gifted with many who 
guide us and teach us and encourage us. And, we grow to understand God is our 
ultimate teacher and guide who is with us always. Oh that we pay attention and notice 
God’s presence.  
  

As we now begin the 5th week of Lent, may we intentionally make time to notice 
God’s presence with us and within us. Slow down. Reflect. Read a bit of scripture. Pray. 
Send a note of encouragement to an acquaintance, family member or friend. There is 
still time to return to God. We need not do this life alone.  
 
 This Sunday the scripture reading is John 11: 1-3 & 17-33. I encourage you to 
read the entire narrative John 11: 1-45 before Sunday. The sermon is titled “Deeply 
Disturbed and Troubled.” In this reading we come to understand Jesus as fully human. 
He too was upset greatly by the death of his friend Lazarus. The shortest verse in the 
New Testament is John 11: 35. It is, “Jesus wept.” And although the Common English 
Bible translates the verse as “Jesus began to cry” we understand his pain and his 
humanity.  
 
 I look forward to sharing a time to worship God together.  
 
      Stumbling forward with gratitude for God, 
         Barb 
 
 
 



 
Coming Up: 
 
 I Care Garage Sale is March 23-24 from 8:30-6:00 and Saturday the 25th from 
8:30-noon.  
 
 
Looking Ahead: 
 
 Saturday, April 1: 
   First Breakfast 7:30-10 
   Harvesters Distribution  @ noon  
    Volunteers should arrive by 11:30 
 
   Glow in the Dark Easter Egg Hunt 
    3:00-4:00 in the gym.  
 
 Palm Sunday is April 2nd. Children will be invited to join the “palm parade” 
   Church Council is meeting after worship.  
 
 Holy Thursday is April 6th.    We will share the Sacrament of  

Holy Communion. Worship begins @ 5:30 
 
 
 Easter Sunday is April 9th   
   Outdoor worship @ 8:00 We will gather just east of the  

           SHUMC building.  Bring a chair.  
    

Fellowship Time @ 8:45 
 
Worship is 10:00 

 
    


