
Midweek Reflection              November 30, 2022 

         

 Christmas Trees captivate me. I so enjoy allowing my eyes to travel from 

one ornament to the next. The ornaments on our tree at home, and I imagine, 

your trees, have meaning and invoke so many memories. Some of our 

ornaments are now so old and fragile that they no longer hang, but are placed 

in a bowl on our dining room table. It is almost as if the ornaments: handmade 

and mass produced, ancient and new this year, together tell a story as they 

record bit of the history of our lives. And the lights, how I love the lights.    

 The pictures above are of the Christmas Tree in the sanctuary of Shawnee 

Heights UMC. It is what we call our Memory Tree. For the past eight years, you 

have allowed me to share a tradition that has much meaning to me and I hope 

to some of you. We hang ornaments in honor and memory of those we love. Do 

notice the tip of the tree points to the empty cross as a reminder of the gift we 

were given in Jesus. Jesus was more than a rabbi and prophet. He was and 

remains God with us. At Christmas, we are reminded of God, who came to us, in 

Christ, who was both fully human and fully divine. We are reminded that the gift 

we celebrate at Christmas is fully realized at Easter.  

 From 2015-2022, with the exception of 2020, (Covid-19 disrupted much) 

the children connected to SHUMC received an ornament from you. The first 

picture is the ornament from 2015. The last image is from this year, 2022. 

None of us are now who we were in 2015. Much has changed in our lives. Many 

are no longer with us. May we celebrate the moments and keep making 

memories. If you were not present to receive an ornament last week, there are 

still a few in a basket on the information desk.  Also, there is a plastic tub of 

ornaments that were on the Memory Tree in years past. Does one of them 

belong to you? If you were unable to be with us last Sunday, you can still bring 

ornaments and hang them. Do fill out a card so we can list those you are 

honoring or remembering.  

 May Christmas Trees continue to captivate us all. May the life they 

represent and the ornaments, both silly and religious, that we hang, bring us 

joy as they ground us and sustain us.  

       Stumbling into a welcomed time  

of hope, peace, joy and love,  

  Barb 

 



 

Coming Up: 

 Saturday, December 3
rd

:  

First Breakfast 7:30-10 

    

   Harvesters Distribution Noon – 1:00 

  Volunteers should arrive before 11:30 for sorting and assignments.  

 What a wonderful opportunity to be God’s love for those who are 

struggling and those trying to help their families and friends.  

    

   “All Things Christmas” sale at Highland Park UMC. 

  Proceeds will support I Care. Shop from 9am-3pm 

 

 Sunday, December 4
th

  

  Our Scripture is Luke 1: 26-38. The sermon is “Let it Be.” 

   We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  

  Communion will be near the end of worship. Parents are invited to 

go and get their children, so they can fully participate in the sacrament.  

 

  Church Council is immediately after worship.  

 

 Monday, December 5 and Tuesday, December 6  

   “Silence in the Sanctuary” from 10am – noon. 

 

 Thursday, December 8
th

   HOL Holiday Christmas Program 

   6:00 in the sanctuary. 

 

 Saturday, December 10  Breakfast with Santa sponsored by HOL 

Chris Cakes is making pancakes Santa will be available for pictures from 8-9:30 

 

The Angel Tree has all the angels up now.   

Choose one and have the unwrapped gift returned with the angel 

attached by 12.18              

  

Advent Candle Liturgy Readers Needed for 12.11, 12.18 and 12.24 

  Contact Pastor Barb and/or sign up at the information desk.   

 

Looking Ahead: 

 Sunday, December 18
th

: 5:30-6:30 “Drive by Nativity” 

 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion   

Saturday the 24
th

 @ 5:00     


