
 
 
 
Midweek Reflection       November 23, 2022 
 
 
 It is that reflective time of year. It is a time to give thanks to God for who we are 
and who God guides us to become. If you did not take up my invitation last week to start 
a gratitude journal, it isn’t too late. And, if you just are not into writing, then ponder. For 
whom are you grateful?  Who changed your life? Who helped you see an opportunity? 
Who helped you change your attitude? We each are gifted with many throughout our 
lives. Some we walk with for just a brief time, but their impact remains. Others walk with 
us for decades and we cannot image life without them. I consider all of those folks gifts 
from God. This week I invite you to let those folks in your life, know how important they 
are to you. Tell them, even if you think they already know it is true.  
 I am grateful for each of you and all of you. I apologize for not stating that reality 
more often. Thank you for forgiving my mistakes and missteps. So many of you 
selflessly give of your time, and talents, and resources to support our mission and 
ministries. This week I am especially grateful for all who helped with the “Hanging of the 
Greens” last Sunday. A special shout out to Bethany Hendricks for staging all the 
decorations that had been in the attic. And, a special shout out also to Max and Mason 
Claassen for their willingness to bring the two big trees in from the garage. Worship 
Team was again a big help getting the wreaths up and the garland hung. Thank you all.  
 Sunday we will add to the decorations. We will hang our “Memory Tree” 
ornaments on the sanctuary tree. Everyone is invited to participate. Bring ornaments 
you would like to hang in memory of a loved one. There will be cards for you to fill out, 
so the names of your loved ones will be listed in our bulletins throughout advent. We will 
hang the ornaments as an act of worship, right after Children’s Time. By the way, 
several “memory ornaments” have been left at the church over the years. We will have 
them in the sanctuary, in case you forgot to pick yours up last year.  
 The First Sunday in Advent is always a bit shocking as it feels like we are still 
recovering from Thanksgiving. Advent comes even when we are not ready. The reality 
of Jesus gifted to us, bursts into our lives again. This year, our sermon series is “The 
Angels of Christmas.” We begin with the angel speaking to Zechariah. The scripture 
reading is Luke 1: 5-13. May we hear the hopeful message speak into our lives and our 
fears again. Bring your family and friends and neighbors to worship. Reach out. It may 
be the nudge they have been praying for.  
 
      Stumbling forward…confident of God’s grace, 
          Barb 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Coming Up: 
 Breakthrough House Thanksgiving Dinner  
  Prep is Wednesday (today starting at 6:00) and the meal will be served on 
Thursday. Thank you Natalie Copeland and Kris Denton for faithfully organizing this for 
years. And thanks to many of you who donated food, will prepare food and will show up 
to serve the guests at Breakthrough House. We will be holding you in our prayers.  
 
 
 The Angel Tree will be in the Gathering Area. Angels will be available for you to 
choose. Each angel has a request for a gift from a family in need.  
 
 I Care Christmas Boxes 
The list of requested food for the “boxes” are hanging on the bulletin board and on the 
windows leading into the sanctuary. This collection will continue through December.  
 
 Music During Worship in Advent 
We already have some volunteers for special music on Christmas Eve. That said, we 
would love to have special music on the 11th, 18th or the 25th. The 25th will be in the 
Aldersgate Room. Please let Pastor Barb or Marlys Bennett know as soon as possible 
as work on pulling these worship services together has already begun.  
 
 Advent Wreath Liturgy Readers 
The first two weeks are taken. The 11th, 18th and 24th remain possibilities. Family groups 
or groups of friends who feel like family are invited to claim a date. The sign-up sheet is 
on the Information Desk in the Gathering Area.  
  
 Looking Ahead: 
  Church Council is meeting 12.4 after worship.  
 
  Representatives from “Forging a New Path” will be making 
recommendations to Church Council. Everyone is invited.  


