
Midweek Reflection        September 28, 2022 
 

 
 

This picture is of a “triptych” which is a painting or carving in three pieces hinged 
together, and often used as the backdrop to an altar. This particular triptych is in a small 
chapel in the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. It was there, kneeling on the 
cushion before that marble altar that author and scholar Diana Butler Bass, PhD 
received what she understands to be a message from Jesus.  
 She had been praying, and is often the case, she did not hear an immediate 
response. In the introduction to her latest book, Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as 
Friend, Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way and Presence, she writes, “Usually, the image (the 
one I have included above) drew me deeper toward God, and the railing where I knelt 
was a place of awakening and wisdom. ‘Where are you, God?’ I asked again. Silence. 
‘God?’ A quiet plea, really, the most incomplete of prayers.’” 
 
Maybe we have all been there. Not at that particular altar but in those moments when 
we so yearn for assurance and comfort and guidance from God. The silence is 
deafening and disappointing and frustrating.  And yet, there are those times some have 
felt or heard a response. In Dr. Bass’s case the reply startled her and shattered the 
silence of that holy space.  



After her plea, “God?” A voice replied, “Get me out of here.” 
Her first reaction was to turn around searching the space for who it was that spoke.  
“Get me out of here,” the voice said again. At that point, she turned back to the icon, the 
figure of Jesus on the triptych and asked, “Jesus? Is that you?” 
“Get me out of here,” she heard for a third time with an insistent tone before the chapel 
fell silent. Until that day, a bit more than a decade ago now, she had never heard an 
“out-loud God-voice directive.” She adds that now, the voice makes more sense. “  
 
Her argument is that now, well into the first quarter of the twenty-first century, 
“…millions of Americans have left church behind, probably many more have left 
emotionally, and countless others are wondering if they should. One of the most 
consistent things I hear from those doubting their faith and those just hanging on is that 
church or Christianity has failed them, wounded them, betrayed them, or maybe just 
bored them-and they do not want to have much to do with it any longer.” 
 
There is hope.  We have choices to make. One of those choices is to reconnect with, or 
perhaps a better word choice is rediscover, Jesus. That is what we will be doing in 
worship starting this Sunday, October 2nd.” Rediscovering Jesus”, my title for this 
upcoming series, begins with “Jesus as Friend.” The text is John 15: 9-15. We will 
celebrate World Communion Sunday.  
 
There is a connection to this series and the work our “Forging a New Path” group is 
doing. We are coming to understand the world has changed.  Jesus remains. What if 
Jesus is speaking to us? What if we need to remember who Jesus was and remains? 
 
I leave you with one more DBB quote, “The Jesuses you have known and the Jesus you 
know matter.”  Awesome. Let’s work with that. Let’s celebrate that.  
        Stumbling forward hopefully,  
         Barb 
Coming Up 
 Please return your estimate of giving cards as soon as possible. We will have 
an update next week. Embracing God’s love, we respond, and serve and grow our faith.  
  
Saturday, Oct 1st: First Breakfast 7:30-10 
    Harvesters noon 
 
 Friday, Oct. 7th : Food Trucks at SHUMC for HOL Fundraiser 4:00-6:30  
     Bring your friends and family  

and meet our HOL families.  
 Saturday, Oct 8 United Women of Faith, Topeka District Meeting  
     8:00-3:00 
 Butter Braid order forms are now on the Information desk. Due by 10.14.22 
   Please support this HOL Fundraiser 
 
SPECIAL NOTE: The Fishing Derby for October 9th has been cancelled.  


