
Midweek Reflection                August 10, 2022 
 
 This time of year I always get nostalgic for the classroom. I have been out of 
teaching for twenty years now and much has changed, but much remains the same. 
Regardless of the age or the experience of the staff or the kiddos…there is heightened 
excitement and anxiety as the beginning of a new year approaches. There are many 
unknowns. Will they like me? Will they listen to me? Will anyone sit with me at lunch? 
Will I be able to handle the work load this year? And yes, those are questions even the 
children might be wondering.  
 Even as a middle school teacher, maybe especially as a middle level teacher, I 
understood that building relationships with the students and other staff members was 
the foundation of successful teaching and learning. Once any of us feels known and 
understood, cared for, heck loved…let’s just name it…we respond to one another 
differently. We forgive missteps and mistakes. We are willing to sacrifice our time and 
energy to help them and we are determined to help make their lives better, no matter 
what that means. When we care, when we repeatedly show compassion and live out of 
a foundation of love for all, we create a different climate. It is one of love, not hate. It is 
one of trust and one of a shared journey, one that allows us to be curious rather than 
crabby or constantly critical. 
 So, I wonder. What would it be like if we…all of us who regularly, or occasionally 
spend time in worship at SHUMC would decide to approach this August as if we are 
getting a fresh start? What would be your hope? What do you need from the staff…in 
this case mostly me? What would it take to build our relationship? Let’s give it a shot. I 
will not be leading worship this week. I will not even be in the building. And, I will not 
write a midweek, next week. So, here is my proposal.  
 Think of August 21st as the mark of our new beginning, our new year together. I 
will be kicking off a new sermon series, “Anyway: Finding Meaning in a Crazy World.” 
The first sermon is “Love Them Anyway.” The scripture is Luke 10: 25-37. We will also 
be receiving a new member.  We will all get to remember who we are to be, and 
promise to welcome and help her as we renew our covenant with the church. It has 
been awhile since we had a new member. The Huffmans were the last to join just as the 
pandemic was ramping up in 2020. Check out page 38 of The United Methodist 
Hymnal. Our response is at the bottom of that page. Here is the last section, of what we 
will after I say, “Do all in your power to increase her faith, confirm her hope, and perfect 
her in love.” 
 “…we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church 
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” 
 How wonderful is that!  We have promised to do much for one another. It isn’t 
just about fellowship…although we do that. This is about sharing life, a life defined by 
our faith in Jesus Christ, together. It is about becoming who God intends for us to be.  
Mark your calendars. Be here on the 21st. If necessary, reintroduce yourself to me and 
others. We will be glad you did. So too will you.  
 
    Stumbling forward, grateful for God’s support…always. 

Barb 



Coming Up: 
 This Sunday Don Stewart is leading worship for us. He is using 1 Kings 19: 11-
12 as his guiding scripture. He is choosing to continue our conversational format. 
He is calling the sermon, “A Sound of Fine Silence.”  
 
 Saturday, 8.20 is UWF Brunch. I listed the start time incorrectly last week.  
It begins at 9:30 and concludes at 11:30. Everyone is welcome. Contact UWF 
President, Cindy Schlink for more details.  
 
 Wednesday, 8.21 is Finance Team. In the not too distant future they will begin 
pondering what a post-pandemic budget may look like. You will all be hearing more 
about our stewardship and will be receiving your “Estimate of Giving” cards by mid-
September for a September 25th Consecration Sunday.  
 
 
 Forging a New Path…. 
  There is a sign-up sheet on orange paper on the information desk in the 
Gathering Area. We will meet every other week starting in mid-September. We will 
conclude by the end of November. Text or email or phone Pastor Barb with questions.  
 

Don’t forget to sign up to help with Children’s Church. I am certain our littles will 
be returning soon. Whenever that is we will be ready to welcome them. Children’s 
Church is every Sunday after the prayer time…or children’s message. Two adults are 
needed.  

 
The ICE CREAM PARTY is coming. 
 Children’s Ministry is sponsoring this for all kiddos and families on 

Saturday, August 27 from 3-4. Not just ice cream…but games and activities.  
Call Cecelia Resnik or Kris Denton to help or for more details.  


