
Midweek Reflection      March 9, 2022 
 

   
 
 I am praying. I invite you to join me. We are now in a time the vast majority of us 
have not lived through before. The threat to our global stability, and the vast destruction 
and loss of life, although alarmingly real on all the news coverage, is difficult to 
comprehend.  
 It is beyond disconcerting. It is disappointing. How did our world get to this place? 
How did greed and the quest for power overtake what was the norm of cooperation and 
reconciliation?  How we forget the horror stories of both ancient and recent history. 
 I cannot help but think of Jesus’ disciples after Jesus was captured, actually 
turned over to the “authorities,” to be beaten, stripped, unfairly convicted, and paraded 
out of the city of Jerusalem to Golgatha. This was not what they imagined. This was not 
how or when they expected their time with Jesus to end.  
 What we must remember, especially now, is Jesus’ death was not the end, 
although it certainly felt like it on Friday. Sunday, Easter Sunday, revealed a new 
beginning to a story Jesus’ closest followers thought was over, as they hid together in 
fear. It was a fearful time. This is a fearful time for us and especially for the people of 
Ukraine. More than 1.5 million Ukrainians are now refugees. Many who remain, have no 
home and shelter in fear.  
 May we find comfort in the ancient text of our faith tradition. May we trust and 
remember. May we support one another and our leaders as we pray, for the people: 
young and old, men and women, rich and poor…people much like us, except now their 
lives have been ripped apart by bombs and missiles, tanks and gunfire. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayers. May we all remember… 
 “God is our refuge and strength, a help always near in times of great trouble. 
That’s why we won’t be afraid when the world falls apart, when the mountains fall into 
the center of the sea, when the waters roar and rage, when the mountains shake 
because of its surging waves.” Psalm 46: 1-3 CEB  



 “I raise my eyes toward the mountains. Where will my help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.  Psalm 121: 1-2 
 I am praying. Please join me.  
 
    Stumbling forward, hoping for grace and  
       praying for peace, 
         Pastor Barb 
Some Information and Clarity 
 Attached you will find a letter from Bishop Saenz regarding the postponement of 
General Conference until 2024. We were to meet in 2020 and postponed because of 
the Covid-19 Pandemic. Just this week the global gathering has been postponed again.  
More details and the letter be viewed at www.greatplainsumc.org   
 
 Additionally, we got news that United Methodist Women have rebranded and 
chose to become United Women of Faith. March 20 we will celebrate UMW for a final 
time under the former name, understanding that earlier our denominations women’s 
group was called Women’s Society. Change happens. With our UMW leaders I will keep 
you informed as more information is available. The website is www.uwfaith.org.  
 
 The United Methodist Church and the Boy Scouts of America have reached an 
agreement after the BSA settled lawsuits over sexual misconduct. Our troop was never 
part of the claim and we are relieved that Troop 183 will again be able to be chartered 
by Shawnee Heights UMC.  
 
Reminders: 
 Our nursery is starting up. Volunteers are needed. (More in Echoes) 
 
 Donations to “Bags of Warmth” can be brought to the Gathering Area.  

(More in Echoes) 
  
 Adult Sunday School is meeting in Wesley Suites at 9:00 for a video guided 
lesson related to the sermon series, “Witness at the Cross. (Also more in Echoes) 
 
 Some interest has been expressed in studying the book, If God is Love. Email or 
phone the office to communicate your interest.  This would likely begin after Easter. 
 
 Sunrise Service needs a small group to lead it.  
That would be Easter Morning @ 7. Place to be determined. Contact Pastor Barb.  
 
 I Care Garage Sale: March 24-26 (Again, see the Echoes) 
 
A Celebration:  

The donations from First Breakfast on March 5th were given to UMCOR relief for 
Ukraine ($472) and I Care ($53) That was 90% and 10% of the total amount. 

 
 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/
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