
Clarity in the Clutter 
 

The last time I wrote a “Clarity in the Clutter,” the first sentence was, “I wish I had 
clarity.” That was for the December 2020 Echoes. In 2020 we created only six editions 
of Echoes: January, February, March, July, Autumn and December. There was simply 
too much uncertainty, no clarity. For a time, everything non-essential was postponed, 
cancelled or moved to virtual. The reality is that most of 2020 and 2021 have been so 
profoundly different and challenging that what once was, may simply not be going into 
the future.  

So how do we accept the reality that we have changed, and embrace that 
change as an opportunity for new possibilities? I suggest we begin slowly and 
cautiously. It is not wise to run when we’ve been sitting for a long, long time. At least 
that is a true statement for me. I suggest we begin retraining our muscles and 
remember our mission and rediscover who it is that God is calling us to be, now…in 
2021 and beyond.  

On November 14th the 2022 Leadership of SHUMC will officially be approved. I 
challenge all of you who are ministry team chairpersons to reach out to everyone on 
your team before the end of 2021 and encourage folks to enter a dialogue about your 
goals and plans for 2022. Remember, everything we do should fall under our mission: 
Embrace God’s love, Respond with Love, Grow our Faith and Serve the Needs of 
Others. Each team should be able to answer, when asked, how what they hope to do 
fits our mission.  

To help us get focused, I am planning to lead what I am calling, Mid-Week Prayer 
and Reflection each Wednesday from 11:30 -12:30 in December. That will be 12.1, 
12.8, 12.15, 12.22 and 12.29. We will gather in the sanctuary for silent prayer until 
11:45.  Then, I will read scripture and offer an opportunity for discussion. We may 
experiment with doing so as “divine reading” or what is called lectio divina in Latin. If 
some of you would want to bring a sack lunch and gather in the Aldersgate Room at 
12:30 that would work as well. You could even choose to have something delivered, if 
that sounds like fun.  

What I have heard from several of you is that you were lonely during our time  
away/apart. Well, it is time to come together. As of our 11.7 Church Council meeting 
masks are recommended, not required. Soon, many will have gotten the booster, and 
children will be receiving the vaccine as well. If others of you would like to gather in the 
evening, let me  know and I will recruit one of you to lead and share resources. My 
evening meetings, prevent me from committing to five consecutive weeks of a 
gathering, but I think  an evening group would be great.  
 Do make worship a priority during November and December this year.  
Uncertainty remains, but fortunately we need not remain apart. We have much and 
 many to be thankful for.  Let’s embrace the moment. Let’s sing and celebrate, together.  
God is good.  All the time.  
      Stumbling forward, hoping for grace, 
        In Christ’s love,  
         Barb 
 


