
   

Echoes from the Heights 
December 2021 

  Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others. 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  
www.shawneeheightsumc.org 

Take the Challenge. 
Reconnect.  

 

 Make worship a priority from now through the beginning of 2022 
and beyond. Now is the time to reconnect with God, and one another.  
 Ponder the scripture and the sermon titles and join us for     
worship, in person or via Facebook Live.  The challenge for all of us is 

to be present for as many of these worship opportunities as possible. God uses our 
time of worship to transform us.  

Here’s what  to expect in the weeks to come:  
 

November 14  “Light in the Darkness”    Psalm 27: 1-5 and Isaiah 60: 1-3 
     Veterans Sunday  

 

November 21  Don Stewart will be our guest preacher 
         Thanksgiving Sunday 
 

  Advent Begins: Rediscover and Reinvigorate Our Christmas Faith 
 Pastor Barb will be using the story of ‘The Grinch’ and the book titled, ‘The 

Heart that Grew Three Sizes’ written by Matt Rawle to guide our sermons.  
 

November 28  “When Everything is Wrong”              Isaiah 64: 1-2 & 6-7
      HOPE       Memory Tree Sunday 

 

December 5  “When Christmas Isn’t Christmas”              Luke 1: 51b-53 
    PEACE           Communion Sunday 
 

December 12  “When Joy is Our Song”         Romans 12: 17-21 
     JOY           
 

December 19  “When Light Shines”                 Luke 1: 26-38 
   LOVE 
 

December 24  “God is the Gift”                   Luke 2: 1-20 
   CHRIST      Christmas Eve Communion and Candlelight        5:30 pm 
 

December 26 “A Decision, A Dream, A Birth: God with Us”  Matthew 1:18-23 
        Casual, Come as You Are Sunday 
 

January 2    “A New Kind of Knowing and Being”  Matthew 2: 1-12 
      Epiphany Sunday and Communion 
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Clarity in the Clutter 

  
The last time I wrote a “Clarity in the Clutter,” the first sentence was, “I wish I had 

clarity.” That was for the December 2020 Echoes. In 2020 we created only six editions 
of Echoes: January, February, March, July, Autumn and December. There was simply 
too much uncertainty, no clarity. For a time, everything non-essential was postponed, 
cancelled or moved to virtual. The reality is that most of 2020 and 2021 have been so 
profoundly different and challenging that what once was, may simply not be going into 
the future.  

So how do we accept the reality that we have changed, and embrace that 
change as an opportunity for new possibilities? I suggest we begin slowly and        
cautiously. It is not wise to run when we’ve been sitting for a long, long time. At least 
that is a true statement for me. I suggest we begin retraining our muscles and          
remember our mission and rediscover who it is that God is calling us to be, now…in 
2021 and  beyond.  

On November 14
th
 the 2022 Leadership of SHUMC will officially be approved. I 

challenge all of you who are ministry team chairpersons to reach out to everyone on 
your team before the end of 2021 and encourage folks to enter a dialogue about your 
goals and plans for 2022. Remember, everything we do should fall under our mission: 
Embrace God’s love, Respond with Love, Grow our Faith and Serve the Needs of  
Others. Each team should be able to answer, when asked, how what they hope to do 
fits our mission.  

To help us get focused, I am planning to lead what I am calling, Mid-Week   
Prayer and Reflection each Wednesday from 11:30 -12:30 in December. That will be 
12.1, 12.8, 12.15, 12.22 and 12.29. We will gather in the sanctuary for silent prayer 
until 11:45.  Then, I will read scripture and offer an opportunity for discussion. We may 
experiment with doing so as “divine reading” or what is called lectio divina in Latin. If 
some of you would want to bring a sack lunch and gather in the Aldersgate Room at 
12:30 that would work as well. You could even choose to have something delivered, if 
that sounds like fun.  

What I have heard from several of you is that you were lonely during our time 
away/apart. Well, it is time to come together. As of our Church Council meeting on 
11.7, masks are now recommended, not required. Soon, many will have gotten the 
booster, and children will be receiving the vaccine as well. If others of you would like to 
gather in the evening, let me know and I will recruit one of you to lead and share      
resources. My evening meetings, prevent me from committing to five consecutive 
weeks of a gathering, but I think an evening group would be great.  
 Do make worship a priority during November and December this year.  
Uncertainty remains, but fortunately we need not remain apart. We have much and 
 many to be thankful for.  Let’s embrace the moment.  
  Let’s sing and celebrate, together.  
     God is good.  All the time.  
      Stumbling forward, hoping for grace, 
        In Christ’s love,  
         Barb 
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Good Grief Group 

The Good Grief Group will be meeting for a breakfast brunch at the home of Bob 

Clelland and Brenda Price, 3928 SE Shawnee Heights Rd.   We will meet on      

Sunday, November 14, after church.  Bring a dish, if you would like, although it is 

not necessary.  

This group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a difficult time,       

especially during this long, stressful period.  All are welcome, and we would love to 

see you there.  

  

  
  

Hanging of the Greens 
  
  
Sunday, November 21st following worship will be the 
hanging of the greens. This is the decorating of the church 
in preparation for the Advent and  Christmas Season.   
Everyone is invited to stay and help. 
 
 

 

 

Midweek Prayer and Reflection  

 Every Wednesday in December from 11:30-12:30 we will 

gather in the Sanctuary for a time of quiet, scripture reading 

and reflecting on the words we heard, and prayer. Everyone is 

invited to attend as many sessions as possible.  

 Bring a friend or neighbor. You could choose to stay a bit 

longer and share a lunch meal together…bring what you want or 

have something delivered.  
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Our Seventh Annual Memory Tree 

 You are invited to bring ornaments to hang on our sanctuary 

tree in memory of family members and friends on Sunday, November 

28th. There will be cards for you to fill out and leave with your name 

and the name of the person you are remembering.  

 You may bring as many ornaments as you like. The ornaments 

will give our tree special meaning and will be uniquely beautiful. Over 

the years many have had family photos taken in front of the tree.  

If you will not be in worship on the 28th, you can drop your ornament off 

at the   office and fill out a card at that time. Additionally, you could 

bring ornaments to hang before or after worship on the 5th.  A special bulletin insert with 

the names of all being remembered,  

     will be in our December 12th, 19th and  24th bulletins.  
 

  

 

 

 

2021 ANGEL TREE 

  

The Mission Team has chosen to adopt 3 families from the United Way 
Christmas Bureau, as we have in the past. Each family will be made up of 1 
single grandparent and 3 grandchildren. Our application as adopters was   
submitted and approved last week. As of this writing, we have not yet        
received the listings of the families and their desired gifts. The United Way 
informed me that it may be as late as November 17th before they can send 
the lists to us. As soon as we receive the lists, they will be posted at the 
church and published on-line. The Angel Tree will be set up right after 
Thanksgiving. 

If you have any questions, please contact Don Stewart at 785-379-0876. 
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Dillons Community Rewards Program 
     Did you know Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church is enrolled in the Dillons 

Community Rewards Program? It is the perfect partner for you and Shawnee Heights UMC 

allowing you to easily donate to the church just by doing your normal  grocery shopping.  

The Community Rewards program allows organization members/supporters link their 

Dillons Plus cards (shopper cards) with Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church. Based 

on all qualifying purchases made using your Dillon’s Plus card, Dillons makes a donation 

quarterly back to the church.  

The Dillons member number for Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church is 

#XJ342. If you have previously designated SHUMC as your partner there should be    

nothing for you to do. It is good to login to your account on the Dillons website and visit the 

Community Rewards page. Once you have designated Shawnee Heights United Methodist 

Church as your partner it will remain this way until you change to another partner.  

If you don't currently have a Dillons online account - follow all Steps #1 - #7           

below. If you already have a Dillons online account - Skip down to Step #4 (Enrolling Your 

Plus Card in Community Rewards) 

HOW TO CREATE AN ACCOUNT: 

Step 1: Visit the Dillons website: www.dillons.com/communityrewards  - Click on         

CREATE AN ACCOUNT. 

Step 2: Fill out the required information: Email address; Create Password; Zip Code and 

Preferred Store. When complete, click Create Account at bottom of screen. (Passwords 

must be 6-12 characters long; must have at least 1 letter & 1 number;  Special characters 

may be used.) 

Step 3: Add your Dillons Plus Shoppers Card to your account. Enter the 10-digit number 

from the back of your Plus Shoppers card or your phone number (Alt-ID) in the field       

provided. Enter the last name you used when you filled out the application for your card. 

RE-ENROLLING YOUR PLUS CARD IN COMMUNITY REWARDS: 

Step 4: SIGN IN using your new or existing online account; Click on ENROLL NOW 

Step 5: Enter SHAWNEE HEIGHTS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH in the search bar, 

please make sure it has number #XJ342 in the number column. 

Step 6: Select Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church, Tecumseh, KS - #86711; Click 

ENROLL to save. 

Step 7: Confirm your enrollment was completed successfully. (You can modify your       

enrollment at any time by logging into your online account.) 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.dillons.com/communityrewards
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SHUMC Administrative Teams for 2022 
 
 
Board of Trustees    Chairperson   TBD 
 
Matt Baker (24)  Barb Hoskinson (24) Gilbert Weidman (22) 
Vicki Claassen (23)  Rick Michel (22) 
Jon Hardesty (24)  Lowell Noragon (24)  Bethany Hendricks  
                Facilities Coordinator 
 

Finance Team   Bob Clelland, Chairperson(22) 
 
Jo Scott, Treasurer      Bob Resnik, Lay Leader (22)               
Jeff Claassen (22)         Emily Huffman-Baker, Assistant Treasurer      
Berend Koops, Council Chair (23)  Hal Hoskinson (24)  
Bill Patterson, SPRC Chair (24) 
Bethany Hendricks,    TBD,   Trustee Chair 
   Financial Secretary 
 

Lay Leadership and Development  Barb Clinger, Pastor 
 
Bob Gonzalez 
Bob Resnik, Lay Leader 
Diann Dennison  
Cindy Schlink  
 

Staff Parish Relations  Bill Patterson, Chairperson (24) 
 
Kelly Badenoch (24)  Bob Resnik, Lay Leader (22)  
Bob Gonzales (23)   Christi Hardesty (24) 
Samantha Koops (23) 
 

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference   Bob Resnik (22) 
 
Church Council Chairperson    Berend Koops (23) 
 

Church Council Secretary     Brenda Price (24) 
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Shawnee Heights UMC Program Area Teams 2022 
 

Children and Youth Ministry   Cecelia Resnik & Kris Denton,  
          Co-Chairpersons 
Staci Fleischer   Emily Huffman-Baker 
Sarah Richards  Carrie Rutherford 
 

Discipleship and Evangelism  Brenda Price, Chairperson 
 

Christi Hardesty   Bob Clelland 
Cloeva and Paul Idol 
Myra Mohr 
 

Mission Team     Don Stewart, Chairperson 
 

Nancy Ames     Cathy and Bill Patterson 
Kim Stewart     Christi Hardesty    
Melissa Lewis 
 
 

Nurture Team  Carrie Rutherford and Scarlett Ford, Chairpersons 
 

Cathy Patterson  Sharon and Mike Huffman 
Jo Emerson   Jodi Peterson 
Jan Hardesty   Rhonda Bass 
 

Technology Team   , Chairperson 
 

Doug Bennett  Jon and Christi Hardesty 
Lisa Ford   Bob Resnik 
Kem Cooper 
 

Worship Team   Mina Haywood, Chairperson 
 

Marlys Bennett   Ladonna and Ben Grindol 
Carolee Dahl    Barb Noragon 
 
 

UMW President   Cindy Schlink 
 Funeral Meal Coordinators  Nancy Ames and Mae Jean Shandy 
 

UMM President   Bob Gonzales  
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UMW News 
Chicken Noodle Dinner. The Shawnee Heights UMW served 358 Chicken & Homemade     
Noodles meals on Saturday at our first drive-thru event on Saturday, October 23rd.  All         
proceeds go to fund missions locally and globally.   Thanks to the many who contributed to 
make this a success. 

November Brunch.  Please join us on Saturday, November 20 @9:30 AM in Wesley Suite.  We 
will discuss "survival kits" for college students, Christmas cookies for homebound and have 
World Thank Offering. If you have college students attending school away from home, please 
give me their names and addresses, so we can remember them at finals time. 

December Brunch. Please join us on Saturday, December 18 @9:30AM in Wesley Suite for this 
special time.  Activities include:  ornament exchange, pack cookies for homebound, collect 
hats, gloves and scarves for area school children. 

I Care Suggested Donations: 

October (in case you missed it):  canned pork & beans, chili beans 

November: canned greens-collard, turnip, spinach, sauerkraut 

December:  small bags of sugar, flour, salt & pepper in shakers. 
 

UMM News 

 We meet on the second Sunday of the month, for prayer, worship, & sharing of ideas. It is 
very informal and is open to everyone We meet at 7:45 a.m. to  share coffee, sweet rolls, fruit 
and treats. We have a Guest Speaker for about 20-25 minutes &  discussion of possible       
projects. Upcoming meeting dates:   

Sunday November 14  7:45 a.m. SHUMC. Guest Speaker. 

Sunday December 12. 7:45 a.m. SHUMC. Guest Speaker.  

Thank you . Robert M. Gonzales 785-250-9102 

Boy Scout Troop 183 

Trash Bag Fundraiser 

Bags are available outside the pastor’s office 

  

  

   

  

Each roll costs $11.00. Please make checks payable to Troop 183 

Blue Yellow White 

Supersize, Jumbo Bags Large Trash Bags Tall Kitchen Bags 

(55 gallon) 

16 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 
  

(39 gallon) 

25 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 

(15 gallon) 

65 bags per roll 

1.3 mil thick 
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Trustees Updates 

Repairs were made to both the roof over the sanctuary and the flat roof over the   

Gathering area this summer. This was to fix water leaks that have been a problem with 

heavy rainfalls. So far, the repairs have worked as we have not had any leaks going 

forward. Thanks to Lowell Noragon for his efforts in guiding this work.  

 Estimates have been received for equipment, software and installation of video 

streaming to upgrade the broadcast quality of Sunday services. A    decision will be 

made soon, in conjunction with the Tech team. The church’s Internet service has also 

been upgraded so we now have the broadband  capability to livestream a high def   

video signal. 

 New flooring will be installed later this month in four of the Heights of   Learning   

classrooms. Funding for this project comes from HOL funds.   

 Various other repair and preventive maintenance has been performed. With our aging 

facility, this is an on-going process.  
 

Thank You Notes 

 Thank you for all you have done for our family. We have been  a part of this 

church community since Bruce and I were very young. We still have so many 

memories from church activities and teachings. More importantly is that this 

church was the spiritual home and family for our parents for many years. They 

loves this church and their time here. 

Blessings, 

Charlotte Zeller and Bruce Zimmerman 

 Dear SHUMC Family, 

Thank you so much for continually reaching out to our family during this time of disconnected-

ness. Between porch drop-offs, cards, and messages, we are so grateful to everyone, especially 

the Children's Ministry and UMW Women, for your kind gestures. We are missing our church 

family tremendously, and are really looking forward to being able to connect safely in-person 

again.  

            Sarah, Kevin, Jonathan, and Drew Richards 

  

There are not enough words to express my heartfelt love and appreciation for all the prayers, 

thoughts and cards for Bill and me. With all my heart. Thank you. 

            Judy Samuelson 



Shawnee Heights  

United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th St.  

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 
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Join us for worship Sundays at 10am  

in person or on FaceBook Live at       

Shawnee Heights UMC 


