
Midweek Reflection       September 22, 2021 
 

 
 
 

There are fifty-six crosses hanging on our Cross Wall. Some are handmade. All 
were thoughtfully created and chosen. Some have special meaning.  Some were 
obtained on mission trips. Some are reminders of loved ones. Each one is unique. And 
together, they make a powerful statement. So too do we, even and because of our 
differences.  

Imagine a wall of fifty-six identical crosses. Imagine taking all of them off the wall 
except for one which was decided to be the best. Imagine thinking there is no more 
room for additional crosses. All of that seems to be a stretch doesn’t it?   

 
It is also a good reminder. There is always room for another. We may have to do 

some rearranging, but we can and will always find room for another…cross, person, 
friend, or acquaintance. Sometimes it is inconvenient. Sometimes the change is 
disappointing. Sometimes we confess we like how it used to be. Still there is 
amazement and awe in the diversity and the organic nature of what happens when we 
are willing to be open to receive more.  

 



Our Cross Wall is a wonderful metaphor of life, especially life as a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. I am convinced we are living in and through a transitional time, which 
means a time of change. Things are not like they once were. We can both lament and 
celebrate that reality. Life is changing. Church life is changing. We, as individuals are 
changing. Honestly, the older I get the more clearly I understand that change, although 
at times unwelcome and a struggle, always results in growth. The process may not be 
pretty. Heck, let’s just be honest and say that it can be a mess, ugly, and time 
consuming. Yet, change is a gift if and when we are willing to embrace it.  

 
We are not the same as we were in March of 2020 before the initial lockdown of 

the Covid-19 Pandemic. Our task is to lean into who we are, again individually and as a 
faith community. Our task is to celebrate who it is that God is calling us to be and take 
action steps to do what God is calling us to do.  

 
Over the past few months I have heard many wonder out loud to me if the church 

will ever be like it was. My short answer is, no. We have been through trauma. We are 
still recovering.  Once we realize we have survived, we will then move forward.  There 
will be remembering and honoring, but there will be no returning to what once was. I am 
not sure what that means exactly, but I am clear that our normal will be new, a new 
reality we will claim, with God’s help as we faithfully move together into our future.  

 
May our crosses remind us of what we hold in common, as they remind us of the 

unique gift we each remain. This Sunday, we move into our future as we dedicate our 
gifts, presenting our 2022 Estimate of Giving Cards. Our gifts will determine our mission 
and ministry focus for the coming year. Our gifts will determine our staffing and our 
ability to continue to maintain our facility.  Placing your card in the basket will be an act 
of worship. Please pray and discern how you and your family will be part of SHUMC as 
we move forward together.  

 
The sermon this week continues our “Road Trip with Jesus.”  The scripture is 

Mark 10: 17-27. The sermon title is “Interrupted Again.” 
 
If you would like to bring a cross to add to our wall, please leave it on the 

information desk or the table under the crosses. There will never be too many crosses.  
 
Coming Up: 

  Church Council is working to schedule a meeting on a Sunday after 
worship in October. Watch your email for confirmation from Berend Koops, Chairperson.  

 Also, for now, First Breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 2nd as  
Carry-Out only. That is from 7:30-10.   

           Harvesters is also the 2nd from Noon til 1:00 
 
 Let Pastor Barb know how you wish to serve SHUMC in 2022.  
 
     Stumbling forward, hoping for grace, in Christ’s love,  
         Barb 


