
Midweek Reflection                           May 5, 2021 
 
Greetings all, 
 This overcast cool drizzle and breeze is getting me ready for our time in the 
Pacific Northwest. My lament of leaving is my Iris are about to explode and we will likely 
miss the most glorious week they will offer this year. That reality does not make me 
rethink our trip. By the time you receive this we will be on the way to the airport. I will be 
out of the office from May 5-11. I will be in the office May 12. I will create a Midweek, but 
it is likely you will receive it later than usual. Know you will be in my prayers. 
 Bob Resnik will be leading worship and preaching for you on Mother’s Day, May 
9th. I have had the honor of previewing his sermon and his message is heartfelt and a 
reflection on his appreciation of the love this congregation surrounded him with at a 
difficult time. The scripture reading is John 15: 9-17. The sermon title is, “We Are 
Commanded to Love.”  I am so very grateful to Bob and to Don Stewart for stepping in 
to lead worship while I have some time away this spring. 
 Saturday, May 15 will be the final third Saturday Harvesters Distribution at 
SHUMC. It will be at 2:00.  Starting in June we will return to just one Saturday a month 
which will be at noon on Saturday June 5th. By redirecting the line to wait on the road 
between the Shawnee Heights USD 450 Administrative Building and the middle school, 
the traffic does not disrupt the neighbors to our east and north. We are grateful for the 
District’s willingness to help us offer this better alternative route.  
 I am also grateful for many of you especially Vicki Claassen, Bill and Cathy 
Patterson and Don Stewart who organize, record data, problem solve and rarely if ever 
miss a distribution day. Forgive me for not shouting out to others.  There are several 
regulars who help make the needed minimum of fifteen we need to run the process. 
Recently the scouts and family members and leaders of Troop 183 have been 
volunteering as well. Last week they sacked a pallet of tomatoes into small plastic bags 
before the distribution started. New help is always welcome.  
 An additional place for you to plug into ministry right now is with our “Children’s 
Church” which provides a message and activities for our children Pre-school – third 
grade each Sunday after the Children’s message. Two volunteers, one of whom is 
certified, are required each week. Contact Cecelia Resnik, thumbelina66@sbcglobal.net 
for information and to schedule a time to make a difference in our young followers of 
Jesus. Those of us who no longer have young children are the ones who need to step 
up to provide this ministry. Someone NOT Mom or Dad needs to help shape their lives, 
and the parents need a break and a chance to listen to the sermon.   
         Looking ahead, on May 16th  we will celebrate any 2021 Graduates in our lives. As 
far as we know there are no member grads this year. If you have extended family you 
would like to honor, email Bethany at shumc@cox.net  by Wednesday morning the 12th.  
 A new early summer sermon series begins May 16th. It is called, “The God of 
Second Chances.”  Coinciding with the series will be a weekly study. We will gather as 
a small group starting Monday, May 17th – June 21st.  We will meet from 6:00-7:30. The 
preparation will simply be to read the scripture prior to meeting and bring your Bible. 
Each week/lesson will stand alone although they are connected by the theme of new 
beginnings or second chances. We will also reflect on the sermon and I will expand on 
author Erik Kolbell’s thoughts as we ponder more fully “The God of Second Chances.” 
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 May God continue to bless us and keep us. May we continue to be God’s love in 
our world. Pray for our world, our nation and our community as we continue to heal and 
return to “normal.”  
   Stumbling forward, hoping for grace… 
     In Christ’s love,  
      Barb 


