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This is an historic day. Every inauguration is.  
This one, however, is even more so.  
Two weeks ago, at the exact location of the inauguration, our democracy was attacked.  
Damage was done to the building and grounds and to police officers defending the 
grounds and the elected officials the invaders were seeking.  Many were injured and 
lives were lost. Thank God, many were able to find safe shelter. All that happened will 
forever remain a horrible reminder of how fragile our form of governing is. One group of 
armed insurrectionists even had the audacity to pray and thank God for helping them as 
they sat together in the Senate Chambers rummaging through the desks of our elected 
officials.  Their understanding of who God is, is not mine. Their actions were not love.  
 
Let me clarify that by the time you read this, much may have happened. I pray, and 
invite you to join me in prayer, that the day will be “uneventful”, peaceful and be all that 
we have come to expect of a transition of power.  As I write this on the day before, I am 
anxious about the potential violence. And I am praying that the safe guards that have 
been put in place will prevent any more chaos. Join me in praying for President Biden 
and Vice-President Harris as well as the many officials and family members who will join 
the celebration in-person.  
 
I also invite you to join me in prayer for President Trump, his family and his 
administration as they all now transition to life after serving in the Executive Branch.  
Again, I turn to scripture for guidance during these challenging times. These words are 
from Ephesians, a letter from Paul. His words are hauntingly appropriate for us. 
“Put aside all bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, and slander, along with 
every other evil. Be kind, compassionate, and forgiving to each other, in the same way 
God forgave you in Christ. (4: 31 & 32). 
 
Be kind. Love. Trust in all that is good. 
 
 
Coming Up 
 Today at 1:00 on Facebook Live we will share a time of prayer and reflection 
during our weekly Midday Midweek.  
 
 Last Saturday just over 700 individuals were served at our Harvesters 
Distribution. Thanks to all who helped. February 6th is our next event.  
 
 Finance Info… 
  SHUMC ended the 2020 year in a stable, although not overly comfortable 
position. We are grateful for all who continued to honor their pledges and all who made 
contributions to keep us able to focus on our mission and ministries. The good news 
was that our expenses were significantly down. And, the Great Plains Conference 
“forgave” our Mission Shares for three months which amounted to $5,100. Additionally 



we received a grant of $20,902 that was part of the Federal Payroll Protection Plan. 
That $26,000 made the difference between us continuing our operations and making 
substantial cuts to programing and employment. We avoided any juggling of funds or 
borrowing from “dedicated funds” which unfortunately is an option churches do feel 
compelled to take during financially challenging times.  
 We are hopeful that 2021 will mark a return to more normal life. If you would like 
to see the 2020 numbers in more detail send a request to Bethany. We will review the 
numbers at Church Council which will be scheduled soon.  
 Also, if you need/want a printout of your 2020 contributions request it from 
Bethany. We no longer print and mail them to everyone. 
 
 Worship:  Our sermon series, “Reconciliation  Compassion  Acceptance:  A 
Pathway to Healing,” continues this week with “Lovingly Accept Everyone.”  
The scripture will be Ephesians 4: 2-4.  
 
 Children's Ministry Team is recommending a couple of apps to help children 
continue to learn and grow their faith. They can be found at 
www.shawneeheightsumc.org  under the tab Our Ministries. The dropdown reveals 
Children's Ministry.  Let us know what you think.  
 
 Communications:  For now, Midweek Reflection remains our  primary 
communication platform. Until more ministry teams are able to re-engage with activities 
we will not be publishing an Echoes. When we are able to open up worship and return 
to in-person activities and groups we will let you know. For now, stay safe and contact 
the office with questions or concerns at 785-379-5492 or shumc@cox.net. 
 Pastor Barb can be reached via text or voice message 785-766-4789 or 
blclinger@gmail.com. Office hours remain unpredictable. Schedule an appointment 
rather than coming and assuming someone will be here.  
 
 
     Stumbling forward and hoping for grace,  
        In Christ’s love,  
         Barb 
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