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Advent begins November 29th. Advent, like everything else will be     

different this year. It is very unlikely we will worship together in the same 
space. That said, we will worship. This year our sermon series will be based 
on the book, Down to Earth by Mike Slaughter and Rachel Billups. They are 
UM Clergy serving Ginghamsburg Church, a multisite church in Cincinnati. 
The weekly themes take a slightly different path than usual. We begin with 
“Love.” Week 2 is “Humility” followed by “Lifestyle,” then “Obedience” and 
concludes with “Be love. Do love” on Christmas Eve. I appreciate that we 
begin with love. God’s gift of love to us and for us. How appropriate,         
especially during these challenging times. Begin with love. Such an          
important reminder.  

Each of the worship services will be streamed via Facebook Live. We 
will start the broadcast at 9:55 so those viewing live will have time to get   
situated and so we can all receive the musical blessing Marlys provides. 
Christmas Eve will be prerecorded and posted by mid-afternoon on the 24th 
so you and your family can choose a time to worship together on Christmas 
Eve or Christmas Day 

The sanctuary will be decorated. The tree will be up. The paraments of 
Advent will be displayed. Yet, there is no denying this will be a very different 
year. Most of you will not be present. We will not celebrate the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion or share the passing of the light as we sing. There will not 
be a choir singing in our chancel. Our sanctuary Christmas Tree will be  
without ornaments. Even so, I am certain that God’s loving spirit will bless 
us and transform us and remind us of God’s love that did indeed come 
“down to earth.”  

“Advent is a season of anticipation. The focus extends far beyond the 
hyped marketing glitz that serves as a siren call to the lures of consumerist 
idolatry. Advent is the expectation that Jesus will come in the present to 
birth in us God’s new work. It is a season of active preparation as we      
welcome Jesus down to earth.” Mike Slaughter, Down to Earth pg. 11.  

My how we need Jesus to come, and come he will. Jesus will come to 
birth in us God’s new work. That is indeed something to celebrate. That is 
love and humility that calls us to respond with a change in our living and our 
obedience. Thanks be to God.  
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I wish I had clarity.  
I wish I could see when this pandemic would be over. I wish I knew what would 

make a difference and help those struggling with food insecurity and economic         
injustice. I wish I had clarity about who we are to be as the church during these 
“divisive times:” times of racial and ethnic distrust, times of political unrest and         
uncertainty and more conspiracy theories than I thought possible in the “information 
age.” I wish I understood what any of you or all of you reading this might most need 
from a pastor/preacher. I don’t. 

 What I do know because of constant reminders of God’s loving presence, 
is that I am repeatedly calmed and recommitted to our faith tradition as I read scripture 
and hear it speak to all of us in our pain and uncertainty. I am reminded of the rhythm 
of life and the gift that it is as we watch our world change: cold fall rain soaking the  
fallen leaves and doing the good work of restoring moisture to our dry and dusty earth 
and lives.  

 Clarity is often found when the constant busyness and doing stops, often 
not of our choosing. There is now much none of us can control. We cannot, actually 
should not, gather together. We should not travel across town or across the state or 
country to share time with family. This invisible enemy that is present asymptomatically 
continues to spread and is now overwhelming our hospitals and exhausting our health 
care professionals and the system of compassionate caregiving.  

 We can be angry and frustrated or we can choose to adapt and flourish in 
a new way. Bishop Michel Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church writes this 
wisdom in his book, Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times. I find his 
thoughts helpful and healing. “What I’ve learned is that my job is only to sow the 
seeds. That’s everyone’s job. The error of youth is thinking that you’ve succeeded—or 
it’s worth contributing—only when you can see, touch or taste the fruit.” 

 Bishop Curry continues, “Human progress and change for the good is  
never linear. ‘Battles are lost with the same spirit in which they are won,’ as Walt   
Whitman wrote. No cross, no crown as the old saying goes. And so, whatever our    
effort, whatever we may wish, we might go one step forward, two steps back, two 
steps forward, then one step back, a detour here, a circling back there, and on and on. 
The journey is always a struggle. But the movement is always forward, no    
matter the obstacles.” 

 Especially now, as we enter this season of Advent, the time of waiting 
again for what we have already received may we find comfort in our struggles and 
trust in the knowledge that even in struggle we are, with God’s help, always moving 
forward.  

May we remember, as I have inferred many times, and as Bishop Curry states 
repeatedly, “Our job is to do our job, and to let God do God’s job.”  

 Forward. Here we go. One struggling step at a time.  
       Stumbling forward, hoping for grace, 
        in Christ’s love,  
          Barb 

         



 

Our Worship Plans for Advent and beyond 
 

All worship services will be online only until further notice.      
Worship will be live Sundays at 10 am on Facebook Live. You will also 
be able to view the recorded worship anytime after worship is over on 
Shawnee Heights UMC Facebook as well as listen to the recorded    
sermon at shawneeheightsumc.org. The audio is typically posted the 
Monday following worship. 
 

Our Sermon Series, “Down to Earth: Grasping the Miracle of Jesus Birth,” 
continues through December 27. 

 
November 29:  Philippians 2: 1-2       “Down to Earth Love” 
    First Sunday of Advent 
 

December 6:  Philippians 2: 5-8           “Down to Earth Humility” 
    Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 13:  Matthew 1: 18-24         “Down to Earth Lifestyle” 
    Third Sunday of Advent 
 

December 20:  Philippians 2: 12-13     “Down to Earth Obedience” 
    Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

December 24:  John 1: 1-5 & 9-12       “Be Loved. Do Love” 
    Facebook Video 
 

December 27:  Luke 1: 15-20     “Gaining Confirmation” 
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ANGEL TREE / CHRISTMAS BUREAU or 

SANTA’S LITTLE HELPERS 

 

This has been an extraordinary year due in part to the COVID-19 pandemic. Many 
of our beloved traditions have been greatly altered in order to protect ourselves 
and others from coming into contact with this contagion. Sadly, the United Way 
Christmas Bureau is one program that has been reworked for 2020 in order to 
prevent adopters and adoptees from being in contact with one another. 

 

In past years, SHUMC has adopted families from the Christmas Bureau for our 
Angel Tree, bought and wrapped presents for members of the families, and taken 
the gifts to the families just before Christmas, along with a Dillons gift card for 
food for the Christmas meal. 

 

That has changed for 2020. There is no adopting of families this year. United Way 
asks that each giving unit (such as SHUMC) simply send money to the United Way. 
They in turn will give to each family member a $15.00 gift card along with a food 
package for each family that includes all the fixings for a traditional Christmas 
meal (turkey, dressing, potatoes, gravy, veggies, rolls, etc.). The United Way      
expects to have approximately 6000 family members signed up. 

 

The Mission Team has decided to take up a collection for the Christmas Bureau 
this year and send/take it to the United Way not later than Dec 15th. If you wish 
to donate to this program, please make your check to SHUMC with ‘Christmas    
Bureau’ indicated on the memo-line, and send it to the church. 

-OR - 

If you still desire the warmth of giving a wrapped gift to an ‘adoptee’, another   
option is the SANTA’S LITTLE HELPERS program through the Family Service and 
Guidance Center. This program runs much like the traditional Christmas Bureau. 
You adopt a family; FSGC sends to you a list of family members and their gift     
requests; you purchase and wrap the gifts; you take the gifts to FSGC who in turn 
deliver the gifts to the families during Christmas week. There is also a choice to 
make a monetary contribution. If you feel you are interested in this program, more 
information can be found at www.FSGCtopeka.com/santa or by calling Pam Evans at 
785/232-7902 or email to pevans@fsgctopeka.com. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE MISSION TEAM !! 

Thank you: 

I want to Thank you for your cards, prayers and phone calls the last several 

months.  It gave me strength to persevere and warm my heart.  Brenda Gonzales 
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Youth and Young Adult News 

Our Young Adult group (YAK) continues to meet on Sunday evenings, we have been 
rotating our meeting spots and times as we keep an eye on the current covid        
situation as well as our college students schedules.  If you would like to join us, 
please call or text our YAK leader, Beth Robinett at 969-1454.  We offer fellowship 
and support for our members as they go through this young adult stage in their 
lives, whether they are in college, technical programs, jobs, or careers. Life is 
changing all around us and together we pray, fellowship and find support in what 
can be a very uncertain time. These young adults are pioneers venturing out into 
the unknown like never before.  Our group is small in numbers so we can follow 
covid restrictions, but we are strong in faith!  

 

The middle and high school youth 
group had a super fun visit to the 
pumpkin patch in October. Hayrack 
rides, corn maze, you name it we 
did it!  

We unfortunately had to cancel 
our November “Friendsgiving” due 
to restrictions, and with schools 
going remote it appears that our 
December activity will also have to 
be cancelled. We are looking     
forward to the new year, and   
hoping to get together then for 
some fantastic fellowship and fun! 
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Honoring Our Veterans 
Two of our Shawnee Heights veterans were honored by the Quilt Group on Veteran’s Day 2020.  
Those receiving Quilts of Honor were Gilbert Weidman and Sharon Huffman.   
 
Other military quilts made this year were sent to the VA Intensive Care Unit via Sarah Busby, 
Marlene’s daughter, who is a nurse there.  Sara reported three of the quilts were awarded this 
Veteran’s Day to very appreciative veterans.  
  
Quilters include Mina Haywood (chairperson), Kelly Badenoch, Rhonda Bass, Bernadine Boyer, 
Vicky Cochran, Cloeva Idol, Sharon Huffman, Marlene Pantos, and Cindy Schlink. Quilting is  
generously donated by Jean McDonald, well known Topeka quilter, as well as by friends of the 
Quilt Group. 

Gilbert Weidman: 
Gilbert joined the Marine Corps in June of 1964 and attended basic 

training in California.  His unit was the 1st Marine Division Band.  

After basic training he was sent to Viet Nam for the remainder of his 

three year commitment.  While in Viet Nam his unit guarded the  

perimeter of the headquarters and acted as the general’s driver.   

Gilbert said he once had to drive the general in a dump truck.  The 

unit did not have an occasion for the band to play!   

 

Sharon Huffman: (Sharon was unable to be in worship) 
Sharon joined the Women’s Army Corp (WAC’s) in June of 1973. 

Hers was one of the last of a breed because two weeks later women 

entering the Army were referred to as Soldiers just like the men. She 

attended basic training at Fort McClellan, Alabama; then advanced 

training at Fort Jackson, South Carolina. From there she joined her 

father, a career Soldier and very proud dad, in Germany. They made 

the news as the first father-daughter team. Her dad carried that 

news article in his wallet for many years! 

While in Germany Sharon got involved with a Christian coffee house 

ministry at the chapel on base, helping lead many nonbelievers to 

Christ. Sharon’s fondest memory of her time overseas is getting  

baptized in the Jordan River while touring Israel. From Germany she returned to Fort Jackson to 

complete her three years active duty. Sharon remained active with veterans, helping coordinate 

efforts in Kansas to support the establishment of the National Women Veterans Memorial in  

Arlington, Virginia.  https://www.womensmemorial.org 
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SHUMC Administrative Teams for 2021 
 
 
Board of Trustees        Chairperson TBD 
Rick Michel (22)    Gilbert Weidman (22) 
Vicki Claassen (23)    Matt Baker  (21) 
Lowell Noragon (21)   Barb Hoskinson (21) 
Jon Hardesty (21)    Bethany Hendricks,  
         Facility Coordinator 
 
 
Staff Parish Relations   Stu Ford (21) Chairperson 
Bob Gonzales (23)    
Melissa Lewis (23)    Nancy Ames (21) 
Samantha Koops (23)  
Bob Resnik, Lay Leader(21) 
 
 
Finance 
Bob Clelland, Chairperson (21) 
Jo Scott, Treasurer      Jeff Claassen (21) 
Emily Huffman, Assist. Treasurer    Kris Denton  (21) 
Bethany Hendricks, Financial Secretary  Bill Patterson (22) 
Bob Resnik, Lay Leader (21) 
Berend Koops, Council Chairperson (21) 
Stu Ford, Staff Parish Chairperson  
TBD (21),Trustee Chairperson or Representative  
 
 
Lay Leadership and Development 
Barb Clinger, Pastor     Diann Dennison (21) 
Bob Resnik, Lay Leader (21)    Cindy Schlink (21) 
Bob Gonzales (23) 
 
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference   Bob Resnik (21) 
 
Church Council Chairperson    Berend Koops (21) 
Church Council Secretary     TBD 
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Shawnee Heights UMC Program Area Teams 2021 
 
Children and Youth Ministry Team Cecelia Resnik and Kris Denton  
Debbi Johnson  Melissa Lewis    Co-Chairpersons 
Kris Denton   Carrie Rutherford 
Staci Fleischer  Beth Robinett, Youth Director 
Lisa Ford    Emily Huffman-Baker 
Samantha Koops 
 
Discipleship and Evangelism Team  Chairperson TBD 
Christi Hardesty  Bob Clelland  Eian Lewis 
Bernadine Boyer  Brenda Price 
Cloeva and Paul Idol Debbi Kling 
Myra Mohr   Brenda and Mike Schirmer 
 
Mission Team  Chairperson TBD 
Megan Annis    Bill Patterson    
Vicky Claassen   Kim and Don Stewart  
Natalie and Tom Copeland Melissa Lewis 
Christi Hardesty   Myra Mohr 
 
Nurture Team   Carrie Rutherford and Scarlett Ford, Co-Chairpersons 
Cathy Patterson    Leland and Debbi Kling   
Sharon and Mike Huffman Jo Emerson     
Carrie Rutherford   Jodi Peterson 
Scarlett Ford    Jan Hardesty   Rhonda Bass 
 
Technology Team   TBA, Chairperson 
Doug Bennett    Kem Cooper 
Lisa Ford     Christi and Jon Hardesty 
Bob Resnik    Melissa Dennison 
 
Worship Team   Mina Haywood, Chairperson 
Marlys Bennett   Ladonna and Ben Grindol 
Carolee Dahl    Marlene Pantos 
Sandy Warren 
 
UMW President    Cindy Schlink 
Funeral Meal Co-ordinators  Ladonna Grindol and Mae Jean Shandy 
 
UMM President    Bob Gonzales 
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A BIG THANK YOU! to all who helped make noodles, donated supplies and/or   
purchased noodles during October and November! We made and sold 211 quarts!  
Awesome!  
 

 I CARE suggested donations for December are: small bags of sugar, flour, and salt 
& pepper in shakers.  However, I Care has come up with a Giving Box of items that 
they encourage us to donate. Missions Team is doing this project, and we can join 
in this effort.  Completed Giving Boxes can be dropped off at I Care Food Pantry.  
Thank you for whatever you can do!  All donations are appreciated! 
 

 It is our hope that we will still be able to do the cookies for homebound AND    
donate hats, scarves, gloves and mittens (some of which are purchased from those 
made by women at Topeka Correctional Facility, a double mission!) to Shawnee 
Heights school age children.  More on this later.  
 

 Thank you for all you have done in this very challenging year!  
  Merry Christmas! 
 Blessings to you and your families! 
  

 UMM News 

 United Methodist Men’s prayer group will plan on meeting on Sunday January 10 
at 7:45 am in fellowship hall, if the COVID 19 restrictions are lifted in Shawnee 
county. Prayers for everyone. We look forward to an exciting 2021 year.  

Robert M. Gonzales   
 

Boy Scout Troop 183 

Trash Bag Fundraiser 

Bags are available outside the pastor’s office 

  

  

  

  
 

 Each roll costs $11.00. Please make checks payable to Troop 183 
  

Blue Yellow White 

Supersize, Jumbo Bags Large Trash Bags Tall Kitchen Bags 

(55 gallon) 

16 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 
  

(39 gallon) 

25 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 

(15 gallon) 

65 bags per roll 

1.3 mil thick 





Shawnee Heights  

United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th St.  

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 
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Sharon and Michael Huffman Sharon and Michael Huffman 
joined our congregation         joined our congregation         
virtually October 18th, 2020. virtually October 18th, 2020.   


