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I hope you are doing okay today. The sunshine helps, doesn’t it? 
Much continues to change in our lives and our world. How’s that for stating the obvious? 
Friday evening we learned we are now living under more restrictions in the hope that 
doing so will keep more of us from getting sick with the Covid 19 virus. The 
recommendation from the Health Department is that no more than 10 people gather 
together. It is a requirement for many businesses and events, but realistically is a 
recommendation for us as a church.  
 Bishop Saenz, the bishop of The Great Plains Conference also urged churches 
in areas where the virus is spiking to stop offering in person worship until after 
Christmas. I made the decision to do so starting this past Sunday. I understand some of 
you may disagree with the quick executive decision. At this time, I am convinced it was 
the good and faithful response to keep each of you and all of us as a community as safe 
as possible during this challenging time.  
 I apologize to any of you who came to the church on Sunday and were surprised 
that only those leading worship were gathering. We will continue to do our best to 
contact via email and Facebook. We also contacted WIBW. If you know someone who 
may need a phone call to stay in the loop, please do call them when our scheduled 
events change.  
 For clarity, no one made us stop worshipping together. As the pastor appointed 
to serve you, I made the decision because I felt it was the least selfish and most 
compassionate response we could make at this challenging time. Worship will continue. 
It will be on Facebook Live starting a few minutes prior to 10:00 each Sunday morning. 
Additionally, the service will be recorded and available at Shawnee Heights UMC on 
Facebook under videos, after the worship time. Because we will continue to sing, 
although we will be apart, a plastic tub is on the bench outside our main entrance with 
hymnals for any and all who would like to have one to sing along at home.  
  

Worship is not the only change. Because of the restrictions on gathering, the 
Breakthrough House Thanksgiving Dinner will be different. We will not be preparing or 
serving a meal. Instead, look for detail in the Echoes for ways to financially support their 
mission. Mission Team is already making plans to send a contribution.  
  

Angel Tree will also not be sponsored this year. Again, Mission Team is working 
on the specifics of how we as individuals and a church will support those in need. Other 
possibilities for community support are also being considered. Be sure to check the 
Echoes for details of how to offer support differently this year.  
  

As far as we know now Harvesters will still be distributing at SHUMC this 
Saturday the 21st at 2:00.  Volunteers are always needed. Please arrive by 1:00 as we 
often start early to avoid a traffic back up on Shawnee Heights Rd. Do wear a mask.  
  
 



This week is our Thanksgiving Worship service. The sermon is titled “A Spirit of 
Wisdom and Revelation.”  A better title would be “I Just Want to Thank You…” from the 
Butterfly Song for kids. Tune in to learn more. The scripture guiding us is Ephesians 1: 
15-23.  Next week we begin Advent with a series I am calling “Down to Earth.” More info 
will be in the Echoes. This year, the Advent candle lighting will be read by the liturgist 
and I will light the candles. If you would like to read scripture and the advent lighting 
contact Barb Noragon.  

Additionally, we will not have a “memory tree.”  I suggest you hang the 
ornaments you would have placed on the sanctuary tree on your tree in your home.  
 
 Take care of yourselves. You are in my thoughts and prayers. Don’t hesitate to 
contact me via email: blclinger@gmail.com or by text or voicemail: 785-766-4789. 
My new mantra during these challenging times is “Stumbling forward, hoping for grace.” 
I will make mistakes. I will likely disappoint you, if I have not already. I most certainly am 
not trying to do so. Hopefully, you understand that is not only my reality but the reality all 
of us are dealing with. With God’s help, we will continue to be empowered with the 
strength and patience and wisdom to not only get through this tough time, but to thrive 
and be God’s love. Be kind. Love God. Love your neighbor.  
 
       Stumbling forward, hoping for grace. 
        In Christ’s love,  
          Barb 
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