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  Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others. 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  
www.shawneeheightsumc.org 

Living Out God’s Love During a Pandemic 

  This is our mission statement: “Embrace God’s love. Respond with love 

for all. Grow our faith. Serve others.” That is who we are to be. Doing so is  

never easy. But, with God’s help it is who we become. The following letter is 

from our new District Superintendent, Rev. Jenny Collins. In it she explains 

how we will do the business of the church, our Church Conference, during this 

challenging time. Let’s remember, all that we are and all that we have come to 

us as gifts from God. May we receive the gifts and continue the work that has 

been done here at SHUMC for fifty-six years. Let’s live out God’s love.  

 
Dear Clergy, Laity and Church Friends, 

During this Fall 2020 season, the Bishop and Cabinet have authorized a modified 
process for conducting the 2020 Fall Charge/Church Conferences. Clergy and   
churches are authorized to meet in Executive session of the Church Council/
Leadership Board based on 2016 The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist 
Church paragraph 244.1. The District Superintendent will preside over a final meeting 
on a joint district wide webinar to Affirm the work of the executive session of the 
church council/leadership board. 
The process for completing our work is relatively simple and proceeds as follows: 

Each local church will complete the forms and vote on them at their Executive 
Session of the Church Council/Leadership Board before our Due Date of November 
6

th
. 
November 22

nd
, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. The Flint Hills-Topeka Districts will host a joint 

worship webinar that will serve as an opportunity for the District Superintendent 
Rev. Jennifer ‘Jenny’ K. Collins to Affirm all the required report forms, reports and 
votes of the executive session of the Church Council/Leadership Board. [A joint 
charge conference for two or more pastoral charges may be held at the same time 
and place, as the district superintendent may determine Par. 246.10] 
Yes! These are unprecedented times requiring extensive adaptation. We will miss 

the former way we conferenced, however the COVID-19 virus does not allow for us to 
safely conduct large fellowship gatherings. I pray the November 22

nd
 joint district    

worship webinar will help us to affirm our work and celebrate the great things that are 
happening in the Flint Hills and Topeka districts. 

If you have a need for a special called church/charge conference, contact the Flint 
Hills or Topeka District office and the DS to make those arrangements. 

I deeply appreciate your patience and understanding during this season. May God 
continue to bless each clergy, lay person and congregation as we learn to do church a 
little differently this year. 
Grace and Peace, 
Reverend Jennifer ‘Jenny’ K. Collins, Flint Hills-Topeka District Superintendent 
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Clarity in the Clutter 

 

 Never in my wildest dreams did I imagine that our “clutter” would be so dense and 

long lasting when I first claimed “Clarity in the Clutter” as the title for my reflection.  These 

past six months truly have been like nothing before. I miss you. I miss the time to check in 

with so many of you before and after worship. I miss the kids. My, how I miss the kids. 

And, of course, I miss the parents of the little ones as well. I miss hearing your voices as we 

sing together. With our masks, I can only hear myself…and thankfully Bill as he is usually 

singing out and near me. I miss the hugs. I miss sitting next to you, right next to some of 

you for brief quiet moment before worship starts. I miss the choir. I miss their voices 

speaking the Gospel in song, and I miss our prayer in my office before worship starts. All of 

that loss is a kind of grief. I imagine many of you feel the same, if not about the specifics I 

named, certainly about those people and things that have pulled you to worship at SHUMC 

for years if not decades. We are connected and that connection feels different, interrupted 

for now.  

What I am certain of, even now…what offers me clarity in this dark time, is God’s  

loving encouraging presence. We will get through this. We will.  And, I have a feeling, a 

deep spiritual feeling that God will guide us into something more beautiful than we could 

have imagined. That is how it always is. The rebirth, the new growth, the unanticipated 

gifts of new beginning will come. That is who God is. 

When I listen carefully and look deeply, I both hear and see the healing changes  

coming. We are beginning to grow again. We are no longer simply hanging on in fear.   

Worship regularly has 30-35 live and 50+ viewing as we livestream and on the recording. 

Sixty-eight viewed on-line last week. That is wonderful. On October 18 we will be           

welcoming Sharon and Mike Huffman as new members…virtually.  How fun. 

Church Council is busy working on ministry teams for 2021. Expect a phone call inviting 

you to serve. Or, there is still time to let me know where you hope to plug in and serve  

during 2021.  Our Dedication Sunday will October 11
th

. As an act of worship we will bring 

our “Estimate of Giving” cards to the altar. If you are uncomfortable, or unable to attend in 

person, please complete the card you were mailed and return it prior to Oct. 11
th

. Doing so 

will enable Finance Team to set our budget for 2021 with a realistic understanding of the 

likely income for the year. Additionally, both Youth and Young Adults are meeting in small 

groups.  The youth are scheduled for once a month activities as they get to know one      

another and decide that a connection to this faith community will be something worth their 

time. Please see the article in this edition of the Echoes for details. UMW gathered in late 

September as did the Quilters. And, although the annual Chicken Noodle dinner was      

cancelled, noodles will be made.  Noodle makers will gather Oct 16, 17 and 18. Look for  

opportunities to purchase noodles in the future.  

 Much has changed, at least for the time being, and we do not know when “normal” 

will return. What we do know is God is with us in the clutter of 2020. And God’s love for us 

all, will empower us to live out our love for all of God’s people.  

Join us on Facebook Live each Wednesday @ 1:00 for a time of reflection and prayer.  

We are growing stronger because we are rooted in God’s love. The roots are the key. The 

growth is imperceptible, but that growth shapes the growth that will soon show…

beautifully.  Be nourished by God’s abiding presence. Grow. Respond in love.  

 

       In Christ’s Love, 

        Barb   

         



 

Our Worship Plans for October and November 
 

Our Sermon Series, “The Me I Want to Be,” continues through October 11. 
 
October 4:   Romans 8: 12-17                  “Deepening Our Relationships” 
     World Communion Sunday 
 
October 11

th
  Exodus 31: 1-6          “Transforming Our Experience” 

   Commitment Sunday-Bring or Mail Estimate of Giving Cards 
 
October 18:  Matthew 22: 15-22      “Essential Allegiance” 
 
 
October 25:  Matthew 22: 34-40     “Love God. Love Neighbor” 
 
 
November 1:  Matthew 5: 1-12     “Flourishing. Content Even Now.” 

Communion/All Saints  
 
November 8:  Joshua 24: 14-18        “We Have a Choice” 
     Veterans Sunday 
 
November 15:   Matthew 25: 14-25        “Expectations for Growth” 
 
 
November 22:  Ephesians 1: 15-23     “A Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation” 
     Thanksgiving Sunday 
 
 

     Avent Begins: “Down to Earth: Grasping the Miracle of Jesus’ Birth” 
 
 
November 29:  Philippians 2: 1-2       “Down to Earth Love” 
  First Sunday of Advent and Memory Tree 
 
 
So much uncertainty remains in our lives, our community and in our world. We 

need routine and connections. Use these plans to help you center yourself in scripture 
throughout each week. Ponder why Pastor Barb may have chosen the sermon title after 
you have read the scripture. Make plans to attend in-person worship, or join the live  
video on Facebook Live. It is always recorded so you could choose to watch at a later 
time. Additionally the audio of the sermon is posted at www.shawneeheightsumc.org 
each Monday. During this challenging time of uncertainty, may we grow every closer to 
God and one another. May we be empowered by God’s love to be love in our world.  
 

Page 3 

http://www.shawneeheightsumc.org


 

An Advent Opportunity 

 “Advent derives from the Latin adventus, which means “coming.” The season  

proclaims the comings of the Christ – whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again 

who comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final victory we           

anticipate.” The United Methodist Book of Worship  

 This year, Advent will be different. It is likely that many will remain worshiping 

from home. And, we are planning on Christmas Eve being totally virtual, unless our  

current situation dramatically changes. So, we are offering you an opportunity to       

purchase an “advent wreath.” The wreath is table top size and comes with 5 candles, 

one for each week and the Christ Candle for Christmas Eve. They will be available for 

$10. Advent begins November 29th. They have been ordered and we will let you know 

when they arrive. The hope is this will be one small way for us to connect during this 

time apart. May God continue to bless us and guide us, making God’s presence known. 

Email the church office to order: shumc@cox.net. Additionally you could call and leave 

a message at 379-5492.  We will schedule a time for pick up in mid-November.  

 

  
 

Unique Advent candle holder is in the 

shape of a star cross, with raised words 

that are some of the many Biblical names 

for Jesus. Beautifully gift boxed set       

includes 4 short taper candle sticks, 3 

purple and one pink; plus one pillar    

candle that is about 2 3/4 inches wide x 1 

inch high. Holder is resin; size is 10 3/4 

inches long x 8 1/8 inches wide x 1 3/8 

inches high. 
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Youth and Young Adult News 
                               YOUTH!!!!!!  Calling All Middle School and High School Youth!!! 

October 23rd SHUMC Youth- Join us for a trip to Gary’s Berries where there will be glass      
blowing, the Steve Kile Band and Fireworks as well as some good October Harvest Fun!  We will 
meet at church at 6 p.m. and carpool out there. Text Beth Robinett @ 969-1454 for more       
information. 

 

November 15th 6:00 P.M. SHUMC Youth will come together and participate in a                 
Friendsgiving!  Bring your friends and bring your favorite food and we will chow down and 
share traditions while giving thanks for all of God’s blessings! Dress comfortable and wear your 
comfy pants for food and games! 

 

One last date to add to your youth calendar, December 6th we will be traveling to KC for some 
ice skating!  Bring your friends and bundle up as we check out our group’s ice skating skills! 
Look for more details closer to the date! 

 

Young Adults- Ages 19-24. New jobs…College…Covid…Starting out on your own?  The stress in 
your life is greater than ever before.  Join us for prayer,  companionship, support, Christian     
fellowship and exploration of our faith. We will continue to meet and fellowship on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays each month at 7 P.M. This is a hungry bunch and we often finish our fellowship with 
a visit to Spangles or to Tad’s for an after meeting snow cone.  If you are wanting to join us 
please text Beth Robinett @ 785-969-1454 We don’t want you to miss out!  
 

Quilt Group News: 

 Our Quilt Group met for the first time since February!  It was rewarding to have Sharon       
Huffman’s sister Michelle, who was visiting from Andover, join us.  Mina led us in prayer with 
particular concern for Sharon who was starting another round of chemo. 

 Mina has agreed to take over leadership of the Quilt Group.  Thank you, 
Mina! 

 We had show and tell and everyone had quilt stories to share.  Our quilter, Jean McDonald, is 
adding a quilting classroom to her home.  There will be an Open House in November and we 
may want to go as a group. 

 Marlene reported that she took three quilts to the VA (COVID center).  Kelly brought a lap quilt 
that a friend, Becky Piland, donated for a veteran.  We have 4 other quilts underway (some put 
together and some in pieces) and hope to select another project when we meet in October.   

 We welcome new quilters.  Our next meeting will be the fourth Tuesday in October (October 
27th). 
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Our Gift to Camp Chippewa 

 

Currently Camp Chippewa, one of our Great Plains UMC Camps, is 

inviting individuals and churches to financially support them and 

their mission. During this unprecedented time, they suffered a    

profound loss of income as the summer camp season was cancelled. 

A      generous anonymous donor is matching any gifts to the Camp  

Chippewa. SHUMC Church Council voted to donate $1,000 to    

Chippewa. Those funds will be transferred from our “Dillons Funds,” 

money we regularly receive because many of us have designated 

Shawnee Heights as the beneficiary when the “Dillons Card” is used. 

How wonderful. We are able to support a ministry in need because a 

Kansas business was willing to give back. If you would like to help 

individually, go to www.campchippewa.org and click on 2020      

Sustainability Campaign. 
 

UMW News 
NOODLE-MAKING TIME! is October 16, 17 & 18 in Aldersgate Room! 

Please come join us as you are comfortable.  We will practice safe distancing, etc. 

Friday, the 16th, @6pm: Dough-making 

Saturday, the 17th, @9am: Noodle-making 

Sunday, the 18th, after church: Packaging/cleanup. 

Noodles will be $5 a quart bag.  If you would like noodles, please let us know. 

A volunteer sign-up will be sent out. 

On Saturday, Sept. 19th, 14 ladies enjoyed an outdoor brunch at Scarlett Ford's house!  It was a chilly     
morning, but our hearts were warmed by seeing and visiting with each other! 

 

I CARE FOOD PANTRY suggested donations: 

September: paper towels, personal-size wipes 

October:  pork and beans, chili beans 

November:  canned greens - collard, turnip, spinach, sauerkraut 

Please include items you wish to donate on your shopping list and drop off at church as you can.  Thank you! 

The UMW Fall District Meeting has been cancelled. It was going to be held at SHUMC on October 10th.  

COMING IN NOVEMBER . . . 

Brunch on Saturday, the 21st @ 9:30am at church in Aldersgate Room.  World Thank Offering. 

***We need NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF COLLEGE STUDENTS LIVING AWAY FROM HOME in order to send 
them something special before Thanksgiving. Please send names and addresses by November 1st. 

 
  

http://www.campchippewa.org




Shawnee Heights  

United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th St.  

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 
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Santana Completes Eagle ProjectSantana Completes Eagle Project  

  
Santana Dominguez, Troop 183 scout, 
is seated at one of the four            
convertible bench/tables constructed 
for his Eagle Scout project. Santana 
chose to build the benches to "repay 
SHUMC for everything the church has 
done for the troop." 

 

  


