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How are you doing today? 

I am told by care providers much wiser than me, that is the appropriate 

question, not simply ‘how are you?’ Everything is different. Even things that are 

moving back to normal really are not yet there. So, as we hope and pray for an 

end to this pandemic, for healing of those struggling with Covid and those hit 

hard by the economic implications may we be patient with the process and kind 

to those around us. It is not easy.  

I am also told and have experienced the reality myself, that during 

unsettling times like this it is very important to remain connected with others 

and to practice good self-care. One way we can do both is to worship together 

either in person, or on Facebook Live. I know it isn’t the same. We are masked 

and spread out and we don’t have fellowship. Even so, there is a feeling of all 

gathered struggling to make sense of life and find some hope and restoration, 

together. We need that.  

After worship I am able to see the names of those who joined us online 

and made comments. I then offer prayers for each person and family who was 

present differently.  I love the way those online greet one another in the 

comments. It is not the same, but we are together. And, God is holding us up 

and guiding us through this. Do know we will get through this.  

Let’s do so together.  

 Today, at 1:00 I will again be sharing a short devotional and a time of 

prayer. If you are unable to join at that time, do remember that each session is 

recorded and can be found on Facebook at Shawnee Heights UMC. Click under 

“videos” to see the most current and others labeled by date. Worship can also 

be located there.  

 This Sunday will be Graduation Sunday. Our Helene and Boyd England 

Scholarship will be awarded and we will offer our graduates and their families a 

prayer of blessing. Freddie Ford and Halley Robinett are our youth graduating 

from high school. We will have two baskets with a name on each one for you to 

place cards or notes of encouragement in for either or both of them. What a joy 

it has been for me to get to know them both these past five years. They are not 

the same people I met in 2015. 

 In other news, the Great Plains Annual Conference that had been partially 

held in May and was to be continued in October has been canceled. There will 

be necessary clergy and laity meetings virtually on October 2
nd

 and 

Commissioning and Ordination will be held at St. Andrews UMC in Omaha on 

October 3
rd

. Those services will be livestreamed.  

 So, however we are today, may we be strengthened and empowered by 

God’s loving spirit. And may we find the patience and resilience we need to be 

God’s love for all of God’s people.  

        In Christ’s Love,  

         Barb 


