
 
The last “Clarity” was written the end of February for the March Echoes. At that 

time we could not imagine all that was to come. We were anticipating the time of self-
reflection that Lent offers and the celebration of Easter and renewed hope in Christ. 
Everything changed. And, everything is still far from what it once was. Well, almost 
everything. God remains God and we remain human. 

I believe that who we are causes us to forget that God chooses to remain with us 
even when our despair is too deep for us to notice God’s loving, forgiving, encouraging 
presence. Hopefully, there are lessons that will be learned during this time of physical 
separation. My prayer for all of us is we will take the time we are gifted with to 
reprioritize. We can learn new things and, we can learn to do what we had always done 
one way, differently.  

I so appreciate the words of encouragement several of you have sent my way. 
Like you, I am navigating through this very different time and working to stay connected 
in new ways. We do not know how many people have listened to the audio of the 
sermons on our website as there is no “counter.” Several of you have told me how much 
you enjoy sitting with your husband/wife, coffee in hand as you listen together from 
home. I know it isn’t the same, but it is an opportunity to grow.  

The past two weeks we have had in-person worship again. Both weeks right at 
forty were in attendance. What is wonderful is we had almost as many viewing live and 
at a later time on Facebook Live. Our technology team is continuing to work to make 
viewing and listing a better possibility. Please be patient with us as we learn and 
navigate this way of connecting from a distance.  

Starting July 5th and continuing through August 2nd our sermon series will be, 
“Summertime and the Livin’s NOT Easy.”  I chose the name with both a nod to and 
apologies to the musical “Porgy and Bess.” I want to revisit the original production and 
decide how we might learn from the overt racial separation and stereotypes from that 
day. The well-known song from the production was, “Summertime.”  The first line 
claims, "Summertime and the livin’ is easy. Fish are jumping and the cotton is high. 
Daddy’s rich and your mama is pretty. So hush little baby, don’t you cry.” It was a naïve 
understanding of the world. Perhaps it is what we long for, now.  

I do hope to see some of you in worship soon, but I totally understand why you 
are choosing to remain at home. Do take care of yourselves. Until we learn that some of 
our “best practices,” that which is suggested to stop the spread of the pandemic are 
lifted, we will continue to implement distancing, mask wearing and no singing or 
greeting. Also, Holy Communion will be suspending until further notice.  And, at this 
time there is no Sunday School or nursery.  

For now, we trust that we will get through this. For now, we lean on God’s loving 
presence more fully. For now we work individually and as a church to meet the needs of 
the broken and broken hearted. With God’s help we can do this. Everything changed. 
Still, God remains.    

        In Christ’s Love,  
         Barb 
 


