
   

Echoes from the Heights 
July 2020 

  Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others. 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  
www.shawneeheightsumc.org 

You are invited to join us for in-person Worship. 
Please wear a mask and practice physical distancing. 

 
We will continue to do all we can to be together safely. 

For now, we are not singing but using music videos. 
Until a time in the future we are not staffing a nursery.  

Fellowship time also remains cancelled. 
 

We will continue to broadcast our worship service on Facebook Live. 
If you are unable to watch “live” the recording will be saved and posted. As  

always, the sermon will be available on our website the following Monday. 
 

Join us as we pray for healing and restoration as we look to the future with hope. 
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Clarity in the Clutter 

 

 
The last “Clarity” was written the end of February for the March Echoes. At that 

time we could not imagine all that was to come. We were anticipating the time of self-
reflection that Lent offers and the celebration of Easter and renewed hope in Christ. 
Everything changed. And, everything is still far from what it once was. Well, almost 
everything. God remains God and we remain human. 

I believe that who we are causes us to forget that God chooses to remain with 
us even when our despair is too deep for us to notice God’s loving, forgiving,           
encouraging presence. Hopefully, there are lessons that will be learned during this 
time of physical separation. My prayer for all of us is we will take the time we are gifted 
with to reprioritize. We can learn new things and, we can learn to do what we had    
always done one way, differently.  

I so appreciate the words of encouragement several of you have sent my way. 
Like you, I am navigating through this very different time and working to stay          
connected in new ways. We do not know how many people have listened to the audio 
of the sermons on our website as there is no “counter.” Several of you have told me 
how much you enjoy sitting with your husband/wife, coffee in hand as you listen       
together from home. I know it isn’t the same, but it is an opportunity to grow.  

The past two weeks we have had in-person worship again. Both weeks right at 
forty were in attendance. What is wonderful is we had almost as many viewing live 
and at a later time on Facebook Live. Our technology team is continuing to work to 
make viewing and listing a better possibility. Please be patient with us as we learn and 
navigate this way of connecting from a distance.  

Starting July 5
th
 and continuing through August 2

nd
 our sermon series will be, 

“Summertime and the Livin’s NOT Easy.”  I chose the name with both a nod to and 
apologies to the musical “Porgy and Bess.” I want to revisit the original production and 
decide how we might learn from the overt racial separation and stereotypes from that 
day. The well-known song from the production was, “Summertime.”  The first line 
claims, "Summertime and the livin’ is easy. Fish are jumping and the cotton is high. 
Daddy’s rich and your mama is pretty. So hush little baby, don’t you cry.” It was a     
naïve understanding of the world. Perhaps it is what we long for, now.  

I do hope to see some of you in worship soon, but I totally understand why you 
are choosing to remain at home. Do take care of yourselves. Until we learn that some 
of our “best practices,” that which is suggested to stop the spread of the pandemic are 
lifted, we will continue to implement distancing, mask wearing and no singing or  
greeting. Also, Holy Communion will be suspending until further notice.  And, at this 
time there is no Sunday School or nursery.  

For now, we trust that we will get through this. For now, we lean on God’s loving 
presence more fully. For now we work individually and as a church to meet the needs 
of the broken and broken hearted. With God’s help we can do this. Everything 
changed. Still, God remains.    

        In Christ’s Love,  
         Barb 
  



 

July Sermons 

 

“Summertime and the Livin’s NOT Easy” 
 
 Our July into August sermon series will focus on the reality we are 
living with and through and God’s loving presence with us always. Many of 
us are weary. What an “unprecedented” spring and now summer this is. A 
pandemic and protests because of systemic racism leave us wondering 
what is next and when will life feel right or normal again. Now more than 
ever it is crucial for all of us to return to the foundation of our faith 
tradition. We are God’s beloved. So too are they. We are forgiven. So 
too, are they. Our task is to work together, forgive ourselves and those 
who have harmed us and others who were vulnerable.  
 Worship will be different.  We will continue to practice “social   
distancing” and follow CDC guidelines until we determine doing so is no 
longer necessary. Being together, even without hugs and fellowship will 
be healing and  restorative for us all. We can do this. God is with us  
especially when the livin’ is not so easy.  

 

5th     “Struggling with Much”      Matthew 11: 28-30 

 

 

12th           “Dazed and Confused”          Romans 7: 15-25 

 

 

19th         “Watch Your Attitude”        Romans 8: 1-11 

 

 

26th     “Together, Not Separate”     Romans 8: 26-39 

Graduation Sunday 

 

 

August 2nd  “We Have Nothing...Except”    Matthew 14: 14-21 

Potential Communion Sunday 
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Read and Reflect: Together 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because we are living in a time of rising social consciousness and because we are a 

profoundly homogeneous white congregation, Pastor Barb is offering a short study 

based on the book, I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness. This 

book is available in hardcover or on Audible. Because it is a new release, it is            

expensive. It is also available on the Kindle app, which can be downloaded onto any 

tablet or phone, for less than the hardcover cost. If you are not able to purchase the 

book and wish to participate, contact Pastor Barb. There are funds available that we 

can utilize.  

 Although it is an easy conversational read, the suggestion is all interested obtain 

a copy and begin reading now. Easy reads are not always easy to digest. The plan is to 

meet for discussion three times. The groups will be limited to 10 so we can more easily 

socially distance. There will be an evening group and a daytime group if there is 

enough interest. Email Pastor Barb blclinger@gmail.com or text 785-766-4789 to       

express your interest. Share your time and day preference, ie: Monday mid-morning or 

Wednesday evening. (those are just examples.)   

 Racism is a reality. As a community of faith based on God’s love for all people, 

we need to understand more clearly what systemic racism feels like and how black  

people work to navigate that which most of us do not notice. This is an opportunity to 

grow closer to God and one another as we come to understand who God is calling us to 

be.  
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Thank You Notes 

Dear UMW, 
 

Thank you for the recent donation of 50 adult sized cloth masks to Capper        
Foundation.  Your contribution will help us build abilities and empower people of 
all ages living with disabilities. 

 Sincerely, Edie Smith, Vice President of Development and Marketing 

 P. S. The masks are so critical for our use during this crisis.  Thank you so much for 
sharing your time and talent on our behalf.  Be Safe, Edie 

 

Dear Friends of Angel House, 

Thank you so much for your donation today.  February is here and as Valentine’s 
Day approaches we want to express our love and thanks for you and your support 
of Angel House and the children in our care in Tanzania. 

May you know how valued you are this month and always.  God bless you, and 
thank you. 

Holly Heyroth Opundo  

 

Dear SHUMC Mask Makers, 

Thank you for your generosity and your contribution to Stormont Vail 
Health. Because of you, we can continue to provide care for those in great 
need. Your kindheartedness is very appreciated. 

Thank you again for taking care of us as we take care of our communities. 

Sincerely, 

Rob Kenagy, M.D. 

President & CEO 

Stormont Vail Health 

 

Dear SHUMC- 

Thank you so much for your continued support of ICare. During this time of 
so much insecurity we could not continue without the support of our    
member churches & their volunteers. Thank you so much for your donation 
and for all you do for ICare! 

    Linda Miller, Board President 
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Graduate Sunday 

We will be celebrating our graduates on     

Sunday, July 26th. If you have a   graduate in 

your family you would like recognized, please 

email that info into Bethany in the church     

office by Wednesday, July 22nd. Since we will 

not have bulletins each name will be on the 

PowerPoint. If you would like a list of those graduating, please email the      

office and Bethany will email you a copy of the graduate list. 

 

The high school seniors graduating from our                        

congregation are: 

   Freddie Ford  

    and  

   Halley Robinett  
  

 

 

 

 

Good Grief Group 

The Good Grief Group will not be meeting in July. The Good Grief Group is for anyone 

that has lost a loved one or is going through a difficult time. Please contact Nancy Ames 

or Brenda Price for more information. 
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 We know that everyone, including us, forgets to bring our checkbook at times.  Or,  
maybe sometimes we might plan on making a cash contribution but when you checked your 
wallet – empty.  What to do?  Relax, enjoy your church experience, and when you return 
home make use of Shawnee Heights UMC’s web payment page (http://
www.shawneeheightsumc.org/contribute) on either your personal computer or your mobile 
device.   

 DID YOU KNOW? You are able to pay your offering pledge to SHUMC through 
Electronic Payments. Select your Financial Institution to get started! 
 

Azura Credit Union:  Instructions are available on their web site.  Additional        
references can be found here:  Bill Pay Setup  -   Recurring Bill Pay Setup 
 

CoreFirst: Instructions are available on their web site.  Another reference 
can be found here: Bill Pay  

Capitol Federal Savings:  Instructions are available on their web site. 
 

 

UMW News 
No July brunch but hopefully we can get together for brunch on August 15. More on this next 
month.  
 
UMW quilters were busy making masks for area hospitals, care centers, family and church 
family.  Those keeping busy on their sewing machines were: Kelly Badenoch, Rhonda Bass, 
Bernadine Boyer, Vicki Cochran, Mina Haywood, Barb Hoskinson, Sharon Huffman, Cloeva 
Idol, Virginia Naylor, Cindy Schlink and Mae Jean Shandy. Those who donated supplies are:  
Susan Naylor, Cathy Patterson, Jo Scott, friend of Bernadine and friends of Kelly. Thank you 
notes were received from:  Aldersgate Village, Brewster Place,St. Francis Hospital, Stormont 
Vail Hospital and Capper Foundation.  Thank you, Ladies! My apologies if I have forgotten 
someone.  
 
LOOKING AHEAD. . .  
 
Chicken Noodle Dinner, Bakery and Silent Auction are October 24th. Hopefully, we can be   
creative and figure out a way that we can have this event in some form.  
 
I CARE suggested donations for July and August are listed below and can be placed in the   
cabinet in the hallway near the choir room.  
 
July-deodorant, bar soap, box of 24 crayons. 
 
August-baby items, diapers in sizes 4, 5, 6. 
 
Thank you for your participation and understanding!   
 

http://www.shawneeheightsumc.org/contribute
http://www.shawneeheightsumc.org/contribute
http://azuracu.com/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/e-zekiel/sites/c96f5288-28f9-11e6-9ee3-1b8d323f4b78/uploads/files/18002/1482935305680/Azura%20BillPay.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/e-zekiel/sites/c96f5288-28f9-11e6-9ee3-1b8d323f4b78/uploads/files/18003/1482935355730/Azura%20Recurring.Bill.Pay.pdf
https://www.cbtks.com/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/e-zekiel/sites/c96f5288-28f9-11e6-9ee3-1b8d323f4b78/uploads/files/18004/1482935463725/CoreFirst%20BillPay.pdf
http://www.capfed.com/


    
 

Harvesters Mobile  
Food Pantry 

Healthy Food for Families in Need 

Saturday, July 18
th 

2-3pm 
 

Shawnee Heights UMC Parking Lot 

6020 SE 44
th

 St, Tecumseh, KS 

Line begins forming at 1pm 

Mobile Food Pantry at SHUMC 

 3
rd 

Saturday of Every Month 
 

There are no income requirements. You will only be 

asked the number of people in your household. 



Joys and Concerns 

July Birthdays 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

Aiden Badenoch, the grandson of Bob and Kelly Badenoch 

Sharla Cooper 

Alex Dougherty, the nephew of Cindy Schlink    

Laurie Ford, daughter of Scarlett Ford 

Ladonna Grindol 

The Idol family upon the passing of Paul’s brother-in-law Gerald 
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   1st   Erica Price 

   2nd    Kyle Scott 

   3rd   Talon Koops 

   4th   Marilyn Smith 

   5th   Carli Jo Sutton 

   6th   Danielle Szuba 

   7th   Debbie Edwards 

  10th  Judy Ricklefs 

  10th  Don Whalen 

  12th  Janice Cordry 

  12th  Shari Lambrecht 

  18th  Al Camblin 

  20th  Joe Bonavia 

  21st  Marlene Pantos 

  22nd  Brenda Gonzales 

  22nd  Josh Haywood 

22nd  Matt Haywood 

22nd  Henry Mace 

22nd  Don Taliaferro 

23rd  Erin Brown 

23rd  Rita Malloy 

28th  Bob Resnik 

30th Joey Carson 
  

July Anniversaries 

  6th   Marlys & Doug Bennett   22nd  Wendy & Ben Rutherford 

  10. Rick & Jude Michel    24th   Joe & Eva Bonavia 

  13th Christi & Jon Hardesty   24th  Lisa & Stu Ford  

  14th  Brenda & Robert Gonzales  27th  Jo & Garry Scott   

  15th Brenda & Mike Schirmer   31st  Barb & Hal Hoskinson   

  22nd  Staci & Todd Fleischer    
  

Congratulations Halley Robinett for being awarded Most Inspirational      
Female Senior Athlete from Washburn Rural High School for 2020 



July Events 

 

  

ICare Garage Sale— Friday, 3rd, 10am-5pm Southern Hills Mennonite Church 

 
 
 

Bookmobile— Tuesdays, 4-6pm in the church parking lot 
 
 
 

Harvesters Mobile Food Pantry— Saturday, 18th 2-3pm, parking lot 

 
 
 

Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, 22nd 

 
 
 
 

Graduation Sunday—  Sunday, 26th 

 
Boy Scout Troop 183 

Trash Bag Fundraiser 
Bags are available outside the pastor’s office 

  
  

  

  

 Each roll costs $11.00. Please make checks payable to Troop 183 
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Blue Yellow White 

Supersize, Jumbo Bags Large Trash Bags Tall Kitchen Bags 

(55 gallon) 

16 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 
  

(39 gallon) 

25 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 

(15 gallon) 

65 bags per roll 

1.3 mil thick 



Shawnee Heights  

United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th St.  

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 
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Our Harvesters HelpersOur Harvesters Helpers  
      Thank you to all that helped at the June 20th Harvesters     Thank you to all that helped at the June 20th Harvesters     

Mobile Food Pantry! We had a wonderful group of helpers Mobile Food Pantry! We had a wonderful group of helpers 

and served 159 families!  The next mobile food pantry, Jul. and served 159 families!  The next mobile food pantry, Jul. 

18th, will be at 2pm. The work time for Harvesters is 1:15pm to 18th, will be at 2pm. The work time for Harvesters is 1:15pm to 

3:00pm or shortly after. You do not need to work the entire 3:00pm or shortly after. You do not need to work the entire 

time to volunteer to help.time to volunteer to help.  
 

  


