
Reverberation and Reflection for May 26, 2020 
 
 
Greetings all,  
 
 Don’t let this cloudy rainy day get you down. If necessary go out and stomp in a 
couple of puddles.  Today, I am getting ready for the first ever virtual Great Plains 
Annual Conference. We had to have a special delegate vote to suspend the rules to do 
so. I am diligently printing the sixty-one pages of our “workbook.” Saturday I will log in 
for my virtual participation. Doing so, from home will be a challenge. I confess that I am 
not always focused on the proceedings when I am on the floor of a convention center, 
so multi-tasking and “missing” a few moments will not necessarily be a new thing for 
me. God bless the delegates that live for the politics of the church. It is important that 
someone is focused on the details. Our lay delegate, Bob Resnik is wonderfully 
attentive. I know he will also be watching virtually and likely actively participating. When 
the conference concludes we will inform you of anything significant. 
 
 This week marks the beginning of some away time for me. Wednesday’s Midday 
Midweek will conclude my SHUMC work. I have already recorded the sermon for the 
31st. It is “Make a Wish” which seems appropriate for Pentecost, the birthday of the 
church. The scripture is Philippians 4: 4-9 and 12-13. You also may want to read the 
Acts 2 text of the coming of the Holy Spirit, the traditional Pentecost scripture. The next 
written communication you will receive from me will be Thursday, June 4th.  
  

Looking ahead, but not too far down the road…I am starting a new series on 
June 7th.  It is “Wisdom from the Road.”  Since many vacation plans are still pending, if 
not cancelled, I thought it would be fun to remember all that we might learn from times 
traveling in the past. As of now, I am not planning to include discussion questions with 
the sermons. Did you appreciate having them for the series we just concluded?  Let me 
know your thoughts and I could likely come up with questions if they are helpful.  
  

I remember long ago seeing a poster or sign that read, “If you want to make God 
laugh, tell him your plans.”  That realization is especially appropriate now. I do not think 
God, he or she…if we must think of God in human form, does stuff to us to mess with 
us. However, I do think that sometimes we fail to step back and see the broader vision 
that is indeed God’s plan. Let’s remember that God is with us empowering us and 
strengthening us for God’s purposes especially now. We can rest assured that we  
“..can endure all these things through the power of the one who gives us strength.” 
(Philippians 4: 13)  Paul certainly had that right and his reflection on his struggles is a 
good reminder for all of us.  
 
 Do continue to hold one another in prayer. Love your neighbors.  Check on them. 
Let them know you are thinking of them and praying for them. We can do this, together 
with God’s help. Surrounding you in prayers and love…     
         In Christ’s Love,  
          Barb 


