
Midweek Reflection 
January 22, 2020 
 
 
It has happened before but this feels different.   
There have been other times that the UMC has been in the news, but when the potential split hit 
the mainstream news media the first week of this new year it just felt wrong. Different.  
 
To me it felt like someone talking about someone who had been in an accident, or had a bad 
diagnosis, or had done something bad and got caught. They did not know the person closely but 
heard about it and so they were “gossiping” about it. For our challenges to be on the news felt 
wrong. It caught me off guard and unprepared.  I may have felt a bit angry.  
 
What I now understand is the new rules that were approved at the called 2019 Special General 
Conference had just gone into effect on January 1st. This news release was in response to the 
approved implementation of that Traditional Plan. What I did not know, and I suppose most of 
you did not know is that a special group had been meeting and working with a mediator to 
develop a plan for the church to separate with grace and an understanding of reconciliation. 
Now more than ever before, a plan and timeline is in place that will help congregations 
determine how they will live out their ministry in the years to come.  
 
To help us have a first conversation, I been given permission from Church Council Chairperson, 
Bill Patterson to show a short video presentation from Bishop Saenz after worship this Sunday.  
We will take a ten minute break after worship. Folks will have time to grab a snack first. All who 
are interested in the future of The United Methodist Church are urged to stay and listen and ask 
questions. I may not have the answers but I know it is often helpful to name the questions that 
we do have. Keep in mind that all proposals, even this latest which is called “The Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace” will need to be approved by the 2020 General Conference which will 
be held in May.  
 
Until now, we really did not know what our options might be. Although we still don’t have all the 
details, it seems clear that the leaders of the church have a plan in place that will allow 
congregations to go where they feel God is leading them. The tough reality is that not everyone 
in any one congregation may be of one mind. So, some may feel that their church is heading in 
a direction they do not feel called to go. If and when that is the case, after we as a congregation 
have discerned who God is calling us to be, we will hold those who choose to journey on a 
different path in our prayers. We will trust that God will continue to use us all during what Bishop 
Saenz describes as “A Disorienting Season.” And we will treat one another with love and seek 
to find ways to reconcile our differences.  
 
The purpose of Sunday’s meeting is not to gather opinions or to change any opinions. Sunday 
will simply be a time to listen and pray and begin the process of discernment for us as 
individuals and as a faith community. I hope you will make time to be present.  
 
All committee reports will be held until the end of February at our next Church Council meeting.  
If any committee chairpersons have an action item that needs the approval of the Council 
please let Bill know prior to the meeting so we can include it at the end of the meeting.  
There will not be financial reports presented at this time.   
 



Do continue to hold The United Methodist Church and Shawnee Heights UMC in your prayers 
as we continue to embrace God’s love, respond with love for all, grow our faith and serve the 
needs of others.   
 
This feels different.  I know.  
 I understand.  And so, we pray. 
       Blessings and love,  
         Barb    
  
 
 
Coming Up: 
 Echoes deadline is today, Wednesday the 22nd.  
 
 Choir rehearsal: Thursday 1.23 
 
 Worship 1.26 marks the beginning of “Becoming Passionate Believers”  
  Scripture is Matthew 4: 17-23. The sermon is “The Tale of Two Paradigms.” 
   SHUMC Choir will be singing.  
 
 Church Council after worship.  Everyone is encouraged to attend 
 
 
LOOKING AHEAD:   
 
Heart of Christianity begins Wednesday 1.29 @ 6:30.   
 Discussion will center on the previous Sunday sermon. Don’t forget you can listen on our 
website www.shawneeheightsumc.org.  If you are a reader, I highly recommend The Heart of 
Christianity by Marcus Borg. It is certainly no longer a new book, but is still transformational. 
Copies are available on Amazon.  
 
 
Saturday, February 1st is First Breakfast   7:30-10:00 
    and HARVESTERS  NOON-1:00 
 
Sunday February 2nd is Super Bowl Sunday.  
    Wear red to show your support of the Chiefs and  
     Bring soup and/or crackers  

to show your connection to KU or KSU  
   and support the clients of I Care.   

http://www.shawneeheightsumc.org/

