
Clarity 
 
 The “wise men” had a choice to make. So too do we.  As we begin a new year and a new 
decade we can continue as we have, or we can do the difficult work of moving out of our 
routine and into a new way of living and loving in spite of our challenges and circumstances.   

We can choose to faithfully respond to the love God gifted us with in Jesus Christ. We 
can choose to love in response to God’s love. Doing so will require us to rededicate ourselves to 
the one we claim to follow. It will require us to rethink what we do and revisit what we 
understand God’s call on our lives to be in this second decade of the twenty-first century. We 
will need to ponder where we as individuals and as a culture and as a faith have been and 
where God is leading us now. It is likely that will lead us into subtle and not so subtle changes in 
our lives. Regardless, doing so, changes who we are and helps us become who God intends for 
us to be as individuals, as a church, as a community and as a country.  
 This New Year presents us with a blank page. What we choose to do, and how we do it, 
is ultimately up to each of us. Those decisions, some heartfelt and others done without thought 
at all, not only define us but do indeed begin to create a new path and a new picture of who we 
are and how we will be viewed by others. It is a new beginning.  It is a gift, an opportunity. 

The “wise men,” those astrologers followed an amazing light in the night sky. We can 
choose to follow the light of Christ as well. And, we can choose to listen to our dreams and 
discern “another route.”  We need not continue doing what we have always done. We need not 
refuse to listen to the guidance and wisdom God sends to us to guide us on our journey.  

January begins with “Epiphany Sunday.” It is the Sunday we celebrate the coming of the 
three wise men (magi), who brought gifts to the Christ child.  The familiar scripture, Matthew 2: 
1-12 guides us as we ponder the importance of asking for guidance and following directions. 
Throughout the month we will prayerfully consider who we are and where we are going.  We 
conclude on January 26th with another Matthew text. This one is less familiar. Jesus is speaking, 
“Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!” 

What if we did that?  What if we changed our hearts and lives? Imagine. Will we then 
more clearly notice God’s kingdom bursting into our lives?  I do not know what you need to 
change. I only know my own short-comings. I will work on them. And, I invite you to work on 
yours. My plan is to do something every day that will change my heart. Where do I need to 
serve? With whom do I need to speak? What brokenness needs to be mended? What do I need 
to do to change?  I invite you to join me on this great adventure of living and loving.  We have a 
wonderful blank sheet of paper. We have limitless possibilities.  Let’s follow Christ’s light. 

       Blessings,  
        Barb 
 


