
Mid-Week Reflection 
December 11, 2019 
 
Greetings all,  
 Christmas is two weeks from today!   
How did that happen?  Well, Thanksgiving being so late this year is one obvious 
explanation as it sure feels like Christmas is arriving at warp speed. Especially this year, 
I suggest we each slow down and even find times to be still. Find time to turn off phones 
and step away from all things electronic. Sit and breathe and remember God’s gift to us 
all. Sit and remember all that brings us joy. Sit and remember.  

We can slow down. We can disconnect. We can choose to “scooch” closer to 
God who is never far from any of us. We do need to stop and notice. And that does feel 
a bit counter intuitive but resting, letting go, even stopping brings us closer to God and 
to one another. That is my prayer for us all as individuals, as families, as a church, as a 
community and as a nation and a global community. May we grow closer to God and 
one another. May we trust God’s gift, God’s promise that was realized in the gift of 
Jesus Christ. And then, rested and restored may we respond to one another with love.  

 
This Sunday is “Music Sunday” at SHUMC. It is a contemporary “Lessons and 

Carols.”  Music and words will alternate. We will have time to fully embrace the 
message of Christmas. Our scripture will be Isaiah 9: 2 and 6, and Matthew 1: 22-24. 
This is the third week of our series, “Christmas Gifts That Won’t Break.” This week we 
ponder “The Gift of Joy.”  The SHUMC Choir is singing two pieces and the Women’s 
Ensemble is also sharing a special piece. (All women are invited to join the group. They 
will practice at 6:00 Thursday and at 9:00 on Sunday morning.) Brenda and Mike 
Schirmer are again sharing their musical gifts and will be presenting two musical 
offerings. I look forward to seeing you in worship. What a great week to invite family and 
friends to join you in our worship celebration.  
 
 Coming Up:  
  Thursday evening is Choir Rehearsal. 6:30 for all voices. 
 
  Friday, 12.13 is the Heights of Learning Christmas Program  

at 3:00 in the sanctuary with cookies and drinks following  
in the Aldersgate Room.   

 
  Saturday, 12.14 is Breakfast with Santa in the gym.   

Chris Cakes provides pancakes and sausage.  It is a wonderful 
time to have pictures taken with Santa.  Everyone is invited.  

 
 

Remember all of our Christmas Eve offering will be given away  
to I Care and Boy Scout Troop 183.  

  Please complete any financial giving to SHUMC by 12.31.19  
so it can be credited to the 2019 year of giving.  

         Blessings and joy, Barb 


