
For these overwhelming weeks leading up to Christmas (the church calls 
this time “Advent” which comes from the Latin word, adventus which means coming) we 
will be pondering together Christmas gifts that won’t break. I suppose we could name 
many, but our focus will be on hope, peace, joy and love. Those are the gifts we          
celebrate as we light each of the candles of our Advent Wreath. On Christmas Eve we 
celebrate the gift of Christ, the greatest most durable and dependable gift of all time. As 
we share time and space together during these hectic weeks, may we receive these 
amazing gifts as never before and may we pass the gift on to others.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship for Advent begins on December 1
st

.  As part of worship everyone is invited to 
bring ornaments to hang on our sanctuary Memory Tree in memory of our loved ones. 
There will be cards for you to complete with the names of those you are remembering. 
You may bring as many ornaments as you want. The names will be listed starting       
Sunday, December 15

th
.  We will also share Holy Communion together.  

 

Music Sunday is December 15
th

.  This service is a more contemporary version of a   
traditional “lessons and carols” service. There will be several selections the congregation 
will sing and several special musicians sharing their gifts along with the SHUMC Choir.  
Prayers, scripture readings and contemporary readings will be shared as well.               
Afterwards, we will gather together to celebrate during a special fellowship time. The 
choir is providing refreshments.  
 

Christmas Eve is Tuesday the 24
th

 at 5:30.  This is a traditional candlelight communion 
service. There will be a “Time with our Children” as part of the worship service but no 
childcare will be provided. We will have “glow candles” for our young friends this year and 
packets to help them stay entertained.  

100% of this offering will be given away. Half will go to I Care and  
      half will go to Troop 183 to help send the scouts to summer camp. 
 

Up Close Worship is December 29
th

.  This informal worship in our Aldersgate 
Room will give us an opportunity to continue celebrating by “Remembering Christmas 
Past, Celebrating Today and Praying for the Future. Encourage your family and friends 
and any of your out of town guests to join you in this interactive time of spiritual growth. 
Everyone is invited to bring treats for all to enjoy as we worship together.  

Echoes from the Heights 
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  Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others. 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  
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What do you remember about Christmas?   

Food, special gifts? 
 Maybe it is more as The Grinch reminds us every year. 

 
Maybe even if we did not have the special food we have come to enjoy and    

anticipate and maybe if for whatever reason there were no gifts, we too would realize 
Christmas still comes. Maybe even if Christmas Eve worship is not the way it used to 
be, Christmas does still come.  

 
The Grinch, as you likely remember, thought he had stopped Christmas from 

coming as he had taken everything away from the Whos…every last crumb.  
Ponder Dr. Seuss’s words. 
 “Every Who down in Who-ville, the tall and the small, was singing without 

any presents at all. He hadn’t stopped Christmas from coming, IT CAME. Somehow or 
other it came just the same. And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow, 
stood puzzling and puzzling: How could it be so? ‘It came without tags! It came without 
packages, boxes or bags!’ And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore. THEN 
the Grinch though of something he hadn’t before! Maybe Christmas, he thought, 
doesn’t come from a store. Maybe Christmas…perhaps…means a little bit more.” 

 
May each of us find the time and space this year to embrace that “more.”  
  
Christmas is about family and food and gifts shared…but it is so much more.  

Christmas is about the ultimate life-changing gift God chose to give us all.  
God came to us. 

Emmanuel, God with us, remains.  
   Christmas changed everything.  

 
This year the scripture reading each Sunday of Advent will be part of the  
Christmas Story, rotating from either the Gospel of Matthew or Luke, the only 

places we find the story of Jesus’ birth in the New Testament. My hope is that doing 
so, we will return to what really matters, the foundation of our faith, the birth of Jesus. 
Then, all the other stuff: food and gatherings and gifts and family or lack there-of, will 
all play their appropriate minor roles in the narrative of Christmas.   

 
 Perhaps this year we can each “declutter” a bit. Let’s get back to the basics.  

Know you will be in my prayers, as always. I look forward to sharing this special 
season of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love with you and your family.  

 
        Blessings,  
         Barb 
 

Don’t forget to bring your “memory ornaments” 
 to hang on the sanctuary tree Sunday, December 1

st
.  

You can bring them on the 8
th

 if you are unable to be in worship on the 1
st

. 
 
 



December Sermons 

Our Advent Sermon Series “Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break” 

begins: 
 

1st     “The Gift of Hope”      Matthew 1: 18-21 

Communion Sunday  
 

8th     “The Gift of Peace”              Luke 2: 8-14 
 

15th     “The Gift of Joy”            Isaiah 9: 2 & 6 

Music Sunday              Luke 2: 1-7 
 

22nd    “The Gift of Love”             Luke 2: 15-20 
 

Tuesday, 24th 5:30pm “The Gift of Christ”          Luke 2: 1-7 

Communion and Candlelight Worship 
 

29th  “Remembering Christmas Past, Celebrating Today,  

    Praying for Tomorrow”        John 1: 1-14 

Up Close Worship in the Aldersgate Room 

Feel Free to bring a food item to share during worship 
 

 

Hello everyone, 

Volunteer opportunities for "SHUMC Nursery/Sunday School 2020" are now 
open. 

Please click on the following web link (or copy it into your web browser if 
clicking doesn't work) to go to the signup sheet: 

volunteersignup.org/97BJ3 

To sign up, just follow the instructions on the page. It only takes a few    
seconds to do. 
 

Our church is short Certified helpers, so Please consider becoming 
Safe Gatherings Certified. The instructions to become Safe         
Gatherings Certified are available by contacting the church office or 
Cecelia Resnik.  

 
Thanks for your interest and help.  Let me know if you have any questions.  
Cecelia Resnik 
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      UMW NEWS 

 

UMW enjoyed an Awesome brunch in November!  Here are some highlights: 

 We filled the chairs around the library table!  14 ladies in attendance! 

 We, hopefully, began a new ministry of buying hats and scarves made by women at Topeka 
Correctional Facility for donation to area school children in December! 

We packed 18 boxes of goodies/snacks for college students (kids and grandkids of church  
families) living away from home!  This is a record number! 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR BRUNCH ON DECEMBER 21st at 9:30 at church!  This brunch promises 
to be inspiring, fun and heartwarming as we celebrate the Christmas season with each        
other.  Barb and Cindy are hostesses.  Activities include: 

 Christmas story read by Scarlett. 

 Ornament exchange.  Please bring a wrapped ornament. 

 Pack cookies/candies for home-bound friends.  Please bring 2 dozen cookies/candy for this 
ministry.  

Pack hats, gloves, mittens, scarves in bags for area grade school children.  Please bring hats, 
gloves, mittens, scarves for this ministry.  
 

I CARE suggested donations for December:  small bags of sugar, flour, salt/pepper in shakers 
and Plastic Bags. 
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH for participating in UMW missions during 2019!  You are all wished a 
Blessed Merry Christmas and Happy 2020! 

 

Bags of Warmth 
 

 

What a wonderful response we had to our 

“Bags of Warmth” effort. Overall, we were 
able to create 19 bags to be given out to 
those experiencing difficult times this    
winter.  There is still a bag left in Pastor 
Barb’s office if you would like to give one 
to someone this winter. 
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UMM News 
 

UMM. Meet on Sunday December 8 at 8 am.  Fellowship. Bring a breakfast item to share. We 
will discuss the selection of a family for the Christmas Season.  All are welcome for  fellowship 
of the Bible, coffee and wonderful stories of family time.  
Thank You RMG 

 

Good Grief Group MeetingGood Grief Group Meeting  

The Good Grief Group will be meeting The Good Grief Group will be meeting on on   

Thursday, December 5th at 6pm atThursday, December 5th at 6pm at  

The Home of Brenda Price and Bob ClellandThe Home of Brenda Price and Bob Clelland  

3928 SE Shawnee Heights Rd3928 SE Shawnee Heights Rd  

This group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a This group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a   

difficult time. Please contact Nancy Ames or Brenda Price for more difficult time. Please contact Nancy Ames or Brenda Price for more   

Information.Information.  

 
November Trustees News 

The trustees held their November meeting on the 4th.  Here are a few of the issues we are 

considering.   

We are having an ongoing discussion about the septic system.  A back flow preventer will 

be installed to help keep water from entering the church.   

We are considering having sensors installed in our alarm system which will automatically 

alert us by cell phone should the alarm be set off, so that we can attend to the issue in a 

timely manner. 

 We are fixing an outdoor security light which is located on the East side of the building on 

the side of the gym. 

We welcome Gilbert Weidman to the Board. 

Bethany is finishing up the installation of new baseboards to replace the ones destroyed in 

the flood. 

Snow clean up on sidewalks will be handled by the Trustees again this year. 

Chad Price will scoop the parking lot again.  Thanks, Chad! 

Trustees will continue to be in charge of cancelling church services on Sundays in inclement 

weather. 

Our next board meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 6, 2020.  Again you are invited to 

attend any of our meetings. 
 

Marlene Pantos 



ANGEL TREE & CHRISTMAS BUREAU 

 

 ‘Tis the season to be jolly; Fa-La-La-La-La, La, La, La, 

La !  
This year, SHUMC has once again joyfully adopted 4 families from the 
United Way Christmas Bureau. The families which we’ve adopted consist 
of single parent households or families within which grandparents are 
raising their grandchildren… and each family is made up of 4 members. 
The children’s ages run from newborn to 16. 

 

We will soon erect the Angel Tree in the Aldersgate Room and attach an 
angel to the tree for each of the requested gifts of the 16 persons that 
we’ve adopted this year. Each angel will be inscribed with the first name 
of an adoptee, gender, age, and requested gift. 

 

If you wish to adopt one of our “angels”, please remove the angel 
from the tree, purchase the requested gift, and bring the gift 
(unwrapped, with angel attached) to the tree during December.  

 

On or around Saturday, December 21st, we will have a wrapping party 
for the gifts. Then we get to play Santa, delivering the gifts that 
day to the homes of the adopted families. What a joy to see the 
faces, both young and old, light up when we come bearing gifts. 

 

As we’ve done in the past, we will be providing for each family a      
Christmas meal, in the form of Dillons gift cards. If you wish to donate 
to this effort, please place your cash donation in an envelope with the 
words ANGEL TREE on it and place it in the collection plate… or make out 
your check to the church with the words “Angel Tree” on the memo line. 
 

Thank you for your generous spirit!! 
 

Thank You Note: 

Gary Parrett and his family thank all our Shawnee Heights UMC family for 
your love, prayers, and support given to our family in our time of loss. 

Sincerely, Gary 
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Page 7 Welcome New Members!!! 

 Please join us in welcoming our newest members! 

     

 

Bernadine Boyer 

 

 

 

 

Lyndsey Phillips and her children Maddie and 

Aidan 

 

 

 

Crystal and Justin Shirley 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason Swift     Gilbert and Lydia 

          Weidman 
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 ICARE NEWS 
SUPPORT ICARE 

We need representation from SHUMC, each of the 5 contributing churches have 3 board  
members. Currently, SHUMC has one board member, Myra Mohr.  Please consider donating 
1.5 hours monthly to I Care being a board member, the 2nd Tuesday 6:30-8 pm each month. 

CHRISTMAS SHOP FOR KIDS 

I Care will have a shopping experience for children of the food pantry's clients on 

December 14, 2019.  We want to provide simple gift items and then help them wrap the 
gifts.  If you can give any simple gift items that would work well for a man or woman, gift wrap, 
gift bags, bows, and/or your time on December 14, we would appreciate it. You can bring the 
gift items or wrapping materials to the church and place in the I Care bin between now and  
December 12.  We could also use treats for the families as they wait for their children to 
shop.  Cookies, brownies, fudge or any other festival treats would be great! 

 

Thank You Note 
 

I would like to thank the quilting group, for the beautiful Veteran’s quilt that they made for me, 

and presented to me on Veteran’s Sunday.  This was a very special gesture.  The handiwork and 

designs they created, were awesome.  I will cherish this quilt for many years to come. 

Stu Ford 

  

Welcome Girl Scout Troop 1514 
Please join us in welcoming Girl Scout Troop 1514. They previously met at 
Berryton UMC and now that they are attending SHMS,  they will be meeting 
in our Youth Room every other Friday from 3-4pm.  







SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, BETWEEN 8:00 AND 10:00 

COME HAVE YOUR PICTURE TAKEN WITH SANTA AND 

ENJOY PANCAKES & SAUSAGE PREPARED BY 

 CHRIS CAKES!! 

Parents, bring your camera and snap your own photos 

at no cost. 

This event is sponsored by the Heights of Learning 

Board of Directors. 

A free will donation is appreciated. 
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HOL GIFT SHOP FOR MOM AND DAD 
 
On Monday, December 9, at 9:00 a.m., we will be having the HOL Gift Shop for 
Mom and Dad for the children at Heights of Learning.  We will set-up the gift shop 
after church service on Sunday, December 8.   We hope to have everything needed 
for the store by December 8.   
 
Any donations for the store, or help at the store, will be appreciated.  We have a good 
supply of gift wrapping supplies.  We have quite a few coffee cups, mugs, etc., on 
hand. We could use some "cup stuffers" (individually wrapped candy or snacks, like 
chex mix; cocoa packets; tea; microwave popcorn, gum etc. to put in the cups/mugs). 
The candy or snacks will need to stay edible until Christmas (if they can wait that 
long to give the gifts). If you want to bring the snack items, we can individually wrap 
them. 
 
Please see Nancy Ames with questions about this fun Christmas event for the HOL 
children.   
 

 

 

Our Fifth Annual Memory Tree 
 You are invited to bring ornaments to hang on our sanctuary tree 

in memory of family members and friends on Sunday, December 1st. 

There will be cards for you to fill out and leave with your name and the 

name of the person you are remembering.  

 You may bring as many ornaments as you like. The ornaments 

will give our tree special meaning and will be uniquely beautiful. Over 

the years many have had family photos taken in front of the tree.  

If you will not be in worship on the 1st, you can drop your ornament off 

at the office and fill out a card at that time. Additionally, you could bring ornaments to 

hang before or after worship on the 8th.  A special bulletin insert with the names of all  

being remembered, will be in our December 15th, 22nd and 24th bulletins.  
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SHUMC Veterans Honored 

Two of our Shawnee Heights veterans were honored by the Quilt Group on Veteran’s Day 2019.  
Those receiving Quilts of Honor were Kris Denton and Stu Ford.   
 

 

Kris Denton: 
Kris entered the Air Force right after high school 
and served 4 years.  She was stationed at Lackland 
Air Force Base in Texas for all four years of her 
service, one of those unsung service men and 
women who work behind the scenes to keep 
bases running efficiently.  She received an 
honorable discharge in the summer of 1983. We 
are pleased to recognize Kris and the other 
women who have served in the armed forces.     

 

 
 
  
The SHUMC Quilt Group: 
Quilters include Kelly Badenoch, Rhonda 
Bass, Bernadine Boyer, Vicky Cochran, 
Cloeva Idol, Mina Haywood, Sharon 
Huffman, Marlene Pantos, and Cindy 
Schlink.  New members to the group are 
always appreciated. 
 
Other quilts made by the group were 
blessed during the service.  They will go to 
homebound veterans from the VA, Critical 
care VA veterans, and transitional vets 
who are finding a home through the VA. 

Stuart Ford:  
Stu Ford enlisted in the Kansas Army National 
Guard in February 1986.  During his 21 years in 
the military, he participated in numerous 
deployments, training missions, flood and natural 
disaster recovery, and military schools in the US 
and other countries.  One of his most memorable 
accomplishments occurred in 1998 when Stu was 
one of two soldiers awarded the “Non-
Commissioned Officer of the Year” Award, to 
represent Kansas.  He was awarded an exchange 
trip with British and Scottish soldiers; traveling to 
England, Scotland and Ireland to train with the UK 
troops, and then hosting these UK Soldiers in the 
US, for training. He held numerous awards and 
citations and was cross- trained in various military 
occupational specialties; including Infantryman, 
Anti-Armor Infantryman, Bradley Fighting Vehicle 
Commander, and Cavalry Scout.  Stu was also 
cross trained as a Combat Life Saver Medic. 
Stu retired from the Kansas Army National Guard 
in February, 2007, as a Staff Sargent, where his 
last two years were spent on a US Army Active 
Duty assignment, as a “Non-Commissioned Officer 
in Charge” of over 100 soldiers, who were rotating 
in and out of Iraq and back to the USA.  

 



Joys and Concerns 

December Birthdays 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

   Annie Boyer, sister-in-law of Walter Boyer 

  Bernadine Boyer and family 

  Bill Clemmons 

   Sharla Cooper and family 

   Beth Dahl, daughter-in-law of Ellis and Carolee Dahl 

   Debbie Enke, niece of Paul & Cloeva Idol 

   Lauri Ford, daughter of Scarlett Ford 

   Mechele Ford, daughter-in-law of Scarlett Ford 

   Merta Fulton 

   Dan Horton, grandson-in-law of Mary Naylor 

   Kerry Kitt, the brother of Lorene Cranwell 

   Greg Naylor, son of Mary Naylor 

   Aldean Rafferty 

   Bob Resnik 

   Judy and Bill Samuelson 

   Nancy, sister-in-law of Cindy Schlink 

   Jo Scott and family upon the passing of her brother Morris Counts 

   Joyce Todd, friend of Lydia Weidman 

   Lester “Zeke” Zimmerman 
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   1st   Carolee Dahl 
   3rd    John Hardesty 
   4th   Oliver Baker 
   4th   Ray Haywood 
   5th   Scarlett Ford 
   8th   Melissa Lewis 

  11th  Mina Haywood 
  13th   Hadley Harris   
  15th   Staci Fleischer 
  15th   Gilbert Weidman 
  16th   Kay Hurford 
  21st   Karen Mace 

  21st   Phyllis Worthington 
  23rd   Lorene Cranwell 
  29th   Dani Harris 
  30th   Leland Kling  
 

December Anniversaries 

  22nd    Bill & Virginia Robinett  23rd    Robert & Kelly Badenoch   



December Events 

 

Boy Scouts—Mondays, 7pm  

Bookmobile— Tuesdays, 2:15-7:30pm in the church parking lot 
Children’s Church— Tuesday, Dec. 3 & 17, 10am in the Sanctuary 

Good Grief Group Meeting— Thursday, 5th 6pm at the home of Brenda Price    

Choir Practice— Thursdays, 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 

 Girl Scouts— Fridays, 6 & 20, 3pm in the Youth Room 

First Saturday Breakfast—  Saturday, 7th 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate Room 

Harvesters Food Give Away— Saturday, 7th 12-1pm in the SHUMC Parking Lot 

Church Council— Sunday, 8th following worship 

HOL Gift Shop— Monday, 9th 9am in the Wesley Suites  

HOL Story Time— Tuesday, 10th 9:30-10:30am in the Sanctuary 

HOL Christmas Program— Friday, 13th 3pm in the Sanctuary and Aldersgate 

HOL Breakfast with Santa— Saturday, 14th 8-10am in the Gym 

Music Sunday— Sunday, 15th 

Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, 18th 

UMW Brunch— Saturday, 21st 9:30am in the Aldersgate Room 

Christmas Eve Worship— Tuesday, 24th 5:30pm Candlelight and Communion 

Office Closed— Tuesday, 24th & Wednesday, 25th for Christmas 

Up Close Worship— Sunday, 29th in Aldersgate Room, bring food to share 

Office Closed— Tuesday, 31st & Wednesday, Jan. 1st for New Years 

 
Boy Scout Troop 183 

Trash Bag Fundraiser 
Bags are available outside the pastor’s office 

 
 
 
 
 

Each roll costs $11.00. Please make checks payable to Troop 183 
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Blue Yellow White 

Supersize, Jumbo Bags Large Trash Bags Tall Kitchen Bags 

(55 gallon) 

16 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 
  

(39 gallon) 

25 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 

(15 gallon) 

65 bags per roll 

1.3 mil thick 



PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY,  

December 7th 7:30-10:00 A.M! 

Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship. 
Menu:  Belgian Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,      

Breakfast Casseroles, Fruit, Pastries, Beverages.  Donations appreciated.  10% of 
proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry. There will also be a table with seasonal items 

for sale in the Gathering Area. 

Shawnee Heights  

United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th St.  

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 

Page 16 Our Harvesters HelpersOur Harvesters Helpers  
      Thank you to all that helped at the November Harvesters Thank you to all that helped at the November Harvesters 

Mobile Food Pantry! We had a wonderful group of helpers Mobile Food Pantry! We had a wonderful group of helpers 

and served 98 families!  If you would like to help at the next and served 98 families!  If you would like to help at the next 

mobile food pantry the sign up sheet is on the info desk in the mobile food pantry the sign up sheet is on the info desk in the 

Gathering Area. The work time for Harvesters is 11:15am to Gathering Area. The work time for Harvesters is 11:15am to 

1:00pm or shortly after. You do not need to work the entire 1:00pm or shortly after. You do not need to work the entire 

time to volunteer to help.time to volunteer to help.  
   


