
By the time most of you read this, three Sundays remain in what we are 

using as a “stewardship series” this year.  I confess that I do not particularly like 

to deal with the ever present financial realities of leading a church. And, I have 

yet to meet a pastor who likes reminding people that to be God’s presence in the 

world, we need to support the local church with our time and our talents and also 

with our financial gifts.   

This year, you have not heard much about giving. You won’t. Instead our 

focus has been on listening for and to God’s voice. I am convinced that God does 

continue to speak to ordinary people, just as God has done throughout history. And 

I am convinced that we will respond, even if it takes some time and convincing to do 

what God is urging us to do, just as was the case with Abraham, Samuel, Esther, 

Jonah…and so many more. 

Just as a reminder, by now you should have received a letter from Bob 

Clelland, Finance Chairperson and me. With the letter was the “2020 Estimate of 

Giving Card.” The card asks each of us to put our commitments in writing. The first 

three blanks for us to check ask about prayer, worship and small group 

participation.  The fourth offers an opportunity for us to name how we are going to 

serve others.  

It is the fifth blank that asks for a financial commitment. The order of the 

commitments is a good reminder that a connection to a faith community is not only 

about the money. Yes, the money is important because the money does keep the 

lights on, the HVAC running, the building and grounds updated and maintained, 

salaries paid, and programing provided for all ages. However, none of those things 

is the ultimate goal. The goal and the reason we do all of that is to transform lives. 

We understand that we are not the same people we would be if a faith community, 

in many of our cases, THIS faith community, had not shaped us and helped us grow 

closer to God and one another. We understand that our relationship to and with 

Jesus Christ defines who we are each and every day.  

During this time of uncertainty and political divisiveness may we remember 

that God sent us the great unifier. Who we are to be is much simpler than we make 

it out to be most days. We are to love one another. We are to love everybody, 

always. When we do we are transformed. When we do, we transform others.  

Our world can be a much different place. God empowers us to be the change 

that is needed. Imagine. Imagine how we might be tangible examples of God’s love 

this day and in the year to come. God knows so many people are broken and hurting. 

May we hear God’s voice and be God’s love. That is who we are to be.  

Blessings and peace and love, 

          Barb 


