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World Communion Sunday, October 6th,
will be observed by multiple denominations around the world. Since it
began in 1933, it is celebrated on the first Sunday of October. The
hope was and remains that this universal celebration of our faith will
promote unity and ecumenical cooperation. At a time when our world
feels divided and frightening, may we return to the one who invites all
to the table of forgiveness and reconciliation. We will celebrate the
Sacrament of Holy Communion together as we remember our sisters
and brothers around the world and across our community doing the
same. Our scripture is Luke 8: 1-3 and John 20: 11-18. The sermon is
“With Love and Dignity.” Our SHUMC Choir will be singing,
“Blessed Assurance.”
Dedication Sunday and Celebration Meal, October 13th,
is our opportunity to offer our thanks to God for all God has done. As
an act of worship we will present our “Estimate of Giving” cards for
2020. Finance Team will then use our commitment to shape the 2020
Operating Budget. The cards also offer an opportunity to support our
on-going capital improvements. The scripture is John 1: 1-13. The
sermon is titled, “Leaning Into the Light.” After worship, Boy Scout
Troop 183 will provide us lunch. Everyone is welcome to the meal. The
cost is covered by money budgeted for our 2019 Stewardship
Campaign which concludes on this day.
October 20th we are blessed with Special Guest Preacher,
Todd Seifert. Todd serves as Director of Communications for the
Great Plains Conference. He is also a certified Lay Speaker and
always looks forward to opportunities to preach in one of our local
churches. The SHUMC Choir will be singing an old favorite for us,
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.”
New Member Sunday, October 27th
is an opportunity for those who have been our guests for a time,
to change their relationship to SHUMC. We as a congregation
continue to welcome people of all ages and backgrounds to join
us as we grow closer to God and one another, together serving
the needs of our world. If you would like to become a member of
SHUMC at this time please contact Pastor Barb:
SHUMC@cox.net or call 785-379-5492.

Pastor’s Page

Clarity in the Clutter
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By the time most of you read this, three Sundays remain in what we
are using as a “stewardship series” this year. I confess that I do not
particularly like to deal with the ever present financial realities of leading a
church. And, I have yet to meet a pastor who likes reminding people that to
be God’s presence in the world, we need to support the local church with our
time and our talents and also with our financial gifts.
This year, you have not heard much about giving. You won’t. Instead our
focus has been on listening for and to God’s voice. I am convinced that God
does continue to speak to ordinary people, just as God has done throughout
history. And I am convinced that we will respond, even if it takes some time
and convincing to do what God is urging us to do, just as was the case with
Abraham, Samuel, Esther, Jonah…and so many more.
Just as a reminder, by now you should have received a letter from Bob
Clelland, Finance Chairperson and me. With the letter was the “2020
Estimate of Giving Card.” The card asks each of us to put our commitments
in writing. The first three blanks for us to check ask about prayer, worship
and small group participation. The fourth offers an opportunity for us to
name how we are going to serve others.
It is the fifth blank that asks for a financial commitment. The order
of the commitments is a good reminder that a connection to a faith
community is not only about the money. Yes, the money is important because
the money does keep the lights on, the HVAC running, the building and
grounds updated and maintained, salaries paid, and programing provided for
all ages. However, none of those things is the ultimate goal. The goal and the
reason we do all of that is to transform lives. We understand that we are
not the same people we would be if a faith community, in many of our cases,
THIS faith community, had not shaped us and helped us grow closer to God
and one another. We understand that our relationship to and with Jesus
Christ defines who we are each and every day.
During this time of uncertainty and political divisiveness may we
remember that God sent us the great unifier. Who we are to be is much
simpler than we make it out to be most days. We are to love one another.
We are to love everybody, always. When we do we are transformed. When
we do, we transform others.
Our world can be a much different place. God empowers us to be the
change that is needed. Imagine. Imagine how we might be tangible examples
of God’s love this day and in the year to come. God knows so many people are
broken and hurting. May we hear God’s voice and be God’s love. That is who
we are to be.
Blessings and peace and love,
Barb
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An Interesting Opportunity
Washburn University College of Arts and Sciences is sponsoring “An Evening
with Megan Phelps-Roper.” This is a public conversation and book signing of her
newly released memoir of loving and leaving Westboro Baptist Church. It is free
but tickets are necessary for the Tuesday, October 8th- 7:30 event. They are
available at: Facebook.com/WashburnCAS.

October Sermons
Our Sermon Series,
“Called: Hearing and Responding to God’s Voice” Continues
6th

“With Love & Dignity”
World Communion Sunday

Luke 8: 1-3 &
John 2-: 11-18

13th

“Leaning Into the Light”
Final “Called” Sermon
Dedication Sunday
Meal following worship

20th

Guest Preacher Todd Seifert
Great Plains Conference Communications Director

27th

“They Don’t Listen. Do We?”
New Member Sunday

John 1: 1-13

Luke 16: 19-31
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Trustees News
September 17, 2019

Our most recent meeting was held September 16th with a pretty full agenda as usual. Here are
some of the items discussed:













The sprayer for one of the sinks in the kitchen has been replaced.
In October, Bethany will complete the installation of the cove base in the kitchen, nursery
bathroom, and laundry room. She will also replace a couple of tiles on the kitchen floor.
During their fall systems preparations, we will ask Blue Dot to check and remove water in
the bladder that collects condensation from the roof air conditioner.
We will have a backflow valve installed on one of the septic system tanks to hopefully
prevent overflow into the church. We are checking to see if we can have automatic advance
warning about water coming into the church.
We have not had any more leaks from the sanctuary roof lately. Water did blow in through
one of the sanctuary doors on a very windy rainy day.
The thermostat in the Wesley Suites has been removed as we learned it was not connected.
We will be filling in with gravel the area near the dumpsters that is low and fills with water.
We have added additional rock around the plants lining the walkway to the front doors in
order to help prevent weeds.

Our next trustees meeting will be November 4, 2019, in the Wesley Suites at 6:15. Anyone is
welcome to attend.

Bags of Warmth
Missions team will be collecting NEW/ unused sleeping bags,
blankets, socks, gloves, hats and/or other cold weather gear to
be placed in large bags for members of the congregation to
hand out to the homeless this winter. The youth will be helping
to pack the bags for distribution. Please bring your item to the
Parlor and place in one of the containers marked for the Bags
of Warmth. The containers are labeled for Men’s hats, gloves,
socks and Women’s hats, gloves, socks. The third larger
container is for blankets and sleeping bags. Pictured at left is a
finished bag with all the contents spread out to show what all is
included. If you have any questions, please contact Carrie
Rutherford or Missions Team.

UMM News
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UMM will sponsor the “ED AMES MEMORIAL FISHING DERBY”. Sunday Oct. 6. 2019.
This event will serve has our October monthly meeting.
The next UMM Breakfast Prayer meeting will be on Sunday Nov. 10 in fellowship hall at 8:00
am. UMM will be preparing for Christmas project of a adopted a family.
The December monthly meeting will be on Sunday December 9. Aldersgate Room 8 am.
Thank you: Robert M. Gonzales.

Annual Ed Ames Memorial Fishing Derby
Hope to see you at the Annual Ed Ames Memorial Fishing Derby on Sunday, October
6, from 2:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. In case of rain on that date, it will be held on Sunday,
October 13. It will be at Richard & Elaine Toland's home at Lake Jivaro, 3688 SE
Arrowhead Drive, The UMM will have grilled hot dogs and the fixins' after the fishing
fun. There will be trophies for the kids who catch the 1st Fish, Most Fish and Biggest
Fish. There will be a movie gift card for the adult that catches the Most Fish and the
Biggest Fish. Each child who is fishing at the derby for the first time will receive a rod
and reel. Please let Bethany Hendricks, the administrative assistant, at the office know
if you are planning to participate or attend this year's derby. Whether you fish or not,
please come join the fun.

Good Grief Group Meeting

The Good Grief Group will be meeting on
Thursday, October 3rd at 6pm at
The Landing Restaurant
2920 SE Croco Rd.
This group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a
difficult time. Please contact Nancy Ames or Brenda Price for more
Information.

Thank you notes
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Walt and I would like to thank everyone for the cards and prayers during his knee replacement
surgery and his recovery process. He is improving day-by-day and now using a cane instead of
a walker. I feel truly blessed to have joined such a loving and caring family.
Peace and blessings to all,
Bernadine Boyer

Dear Friends in Christ,
I am writing on behalf of the staff at Red Bird Missionary Conference, Inc., to thank you for
your, generous support of this organization.
We try in every way to be good stewards of what we are given for the work of Christ through
the Red Bird Missionary Conference, Inc.
Sincerely,
Shirley Ann Walker
Conference Treasurer/CBO

Nursery Time Transitions to Sunday School
Children’s Ministry Team wants to clarify the recent change from
“nursery” to Sunday School during worship. Many of our children had
“aged out” of the nursery. So, we decided to change what we are
offering and who is welcome during this time. Now, there will be a
simple lesson presented. Children third grade and younger are welcome.
All teachers/volunteers will have access to a curriculum will in advance.
Lessons can be as long or short as they desire or is appropriate for the
group. Of course it is fine to let the children play. The gym is available
for us to use at this time.
Two volunteers, one Safe Gathering Certified, are needed for
every Sunday. Our hope is enough volunteers will make it unnecessary
for anyone to miss more than one Sunday of worship a month to care
for our children.
Thank you for helping with this important ministry.
Contact Cecelia Resnik or the office to participate as an adult
volunteer…
or sign up in the Gathering Area at the Information Desk.
You can also sign up online at volunteersignup.org/9XQXA
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Shawnee Heights UMW

UMW Topeka District Fall Meeting is Saturday, October 12th, at Berryton UMC. The focus is on
the UMW Reading Program. Please come if you can and bring a children’s book for ages 3-4 that
will be donated to Pine Ridge Prep Preschool in Topeka.
PLEASE JOIN US FOR UMW BRUNCH on Saturday, October 19th, at 9:30am at church! Our last
brunch was in May, so it will be good to get together again! Cloeva and Merta are hostesses.
Agenda items include:
* Chicken Noodle Dinner results
* Finance update
* Activities for remainder of 2019
I Care Suggested Donations for October: canned pork & beans, chili beans.
Thank you for participating in UMW activities and events! It is appreciated very much!
Blessings to you and your family.

Youth News
The SHUMC Youth have had a busy start to the school year! We held an end of summer camp
out at Lake Shawnee, we participated in Sunday Worship and shared our summer mission story,
we had a midnight viewing of Harry Potter and Pizza, we helped with the Harvester’s Food
giveaway, explored the Renaissance Fair and began planning for our year. Things are always
buzzing with SHUMC youth! We now have a young adult group consisting of our recent high
school graduates, and any college aged youth who are in the area are invited. We are also
hoping to increase our middle school and high school program. If you have neighbors or friends
that fall into any of these categories, please have them contact our youth director, Beth Robinett
at 785-969-1454 or therobinetts@sbcglobal.net When we aren’t out and about, we are
exploring an awesome video series. Last week’s topic was on forgiveness. We had a great
discussion on why it is sometimes hardest to show forgiveness or to admit fault to those whom
we are closest to… brothers, sisters, girlfriends, boyfriends and parents. If you have any desire to
get involved or know someone we should reach out to, please contact Beth so you can receive
our weekly text updates on activities and events! September 19th we will support Freddie Ford
in the Topeka High vs. Shawnee Heights Soccer Game. Freddie is one of our magnificent youth
members and an excellent soccer player! The youth are excited to see him play! September 21st
we are attending Praisefest 2019 in Manhattan, the largest free Christian music festival in
Kansas! Don’t Miss Out on these Amazing Fellowship Opportunities!
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Joys and Concerns
October Birthdays
1st Doug Bennett
2nd Kelly Badenoch
6th Jean Ragan
11th Tom Bolyard
16th Eva Bonavia
19th Virginia Robinett

20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
22nd

Ben Grindol
Sharon Bolyard
Merta Fulton
Debbie Johnson
Jan Hardesty
Denise Scott

24th
25th
25th
27th
28th
29th

Courtney Fulton
Alex Simerl
Nathanael Simerl
J Hardesty
Greg Ruff
Bryan Clemmons

October Anniversaries
12th Bryan & Rhonda Clemmons
23rd Ben & Ladonna Grindol
26th David & Corinne Denton

28 Tom & Natalie Copeland
29 Bob & Merta Fulton
th

th

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Walter Boyer
Bill Clemmons
Sharla Cooper and family
Lauri Ford, daughter of Scarlett Ford
Merta Fulton
Kerry Kitt
Aldean Rafferty
Bob Resnik
Judy and Bill Samuelson
Nancy, sister-in-law of Cindy Schlink
Nicolas Simerl, son of Andrea and Rusty Simerl
Lester “Zeke” Zimmerman

October Events
Bookmobile— Tuesdays, 2:15-7:30pm in the church parking lot
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Good Grief Group Meeting— Thursday, 3rd 6pm at The Landing 2920 SE Croco
Choir Practice— Thursdays, 6:30pm in the Sanctuary
First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, 5th 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate Room
Harvesters Food Give Away— Saturday, 5th 12-1pm in the SHUMC Parking Lot
Boy Scouts—Mondays, 7pm
Dedication Sunday— Sunday, 13th Meal following worship
Pastor Barb’s Vacation— Friday 18th-Friday 25th
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, Pastor Barb can be reached on her cell
phone at 785-766-4789

Guest Preacher— Sunday 20th. Todd Seifert, Great Plains Conference
Communications Director

Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, 23rd

Boy Scout Troop 183
Trash Bag Fundraiser

Blue

Yellow

White

Supersize, Jumbo Bags
(55 gallon)
16 bags per roll
2.0 mil thick

Large Trash Bags
(39 gallon)
25 bags per roll
2.0 mil thick

Tall Kitchen Bags
(15 gallon)
65 bags per roll
1.3 mil thick

Bags are available outside the pastor’s office

Our Harvesters Helpers
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Thank you to all that helped at the September
Harvesters Mobile Food Pantry! We had a
wonderful group of helpers and served 86
families! If you would like to help at the next
mobile food pantry the sign up sheet is on the
info desk in the Gathering Area.
PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY,
October 5th 7:30-10:00 A.M!
Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship.
Menu: Belgian Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,
Breakfast Casseroles, Fruit, Pastries, Beverages. Donations appreciated. 10% of
proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry.

Shawnee Heights
United Methodist Church
6020 SE 44th St.
Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741

