
Clarity for September 2019 

 

 As I write, we are experiencing a weird late-summer downpour, 

thunderstorm. I just read that our area is more than 10” of rain over normal.  

It is crazy and unpredictable, and “it” is not only a reference to the weather.  

Much of what we understood to be “normal” isn’t…or at least that is how it feels.   

 Even so, we have choices. We could crab and complain. We could lament that 

this isn’t how it used to be and yearn for the “good old days.” We could find people 

and institutions and systems to blame. We could retreat in our frustration and 

despair and decide to withdraw from the challenges we are facing.  

 If we do, we are forgetting not only who God in Christ continues to call us to 

be, but the good and faithful work our forefathers and mothers did as they 

navigated through their challenges. I am convinced we need to remember more 

fully whose we are and how God has been part of our journey and theirs. And, I am 

convinced that God is calling us into the future, a future that has been and will be 

shaped by God, all of us and all who paved the way for us.  

 We cannot continue to do things like we always have and expect to get 

different outcomes. The challenge is to listen more carefully to and for God’s voice 

and courageously respond. That is what our ancestors did. Oh, there was hesitation 

and doubt. I am confident saying there was often fear. The reality is there was 

also a sense of purpose and determination and the trust that God was promising a 

better life, even if, and when current situations felt unbearable, unfair and unjust.  

 So, what do we do?  For now, I am asking we become more intentional in our 

prayers and our worship together. For now, I am asking we move closer to God and 

one another. And, for now I have asked our leadership and gotten permission to 

request that our 2019 Leadership and Ministry Teams remain the same through the 

beginning of 2020. At that time, in late January or February, we will have a special 

called Church Conference to approve moving away from our current committee 

structure to a “single board” governance system.  

 I am learning more about it now. The hope is, doing so we will spend less time 

sitting in meetings and more time doing the work of the church. The “board” will 

lead us administratively and programmatically. It will function much like a school 

board or the board of a large corporation. This means all of us will have more 

opportunities to fully participate in all of the activities of the church: mission and 

youth and children and worship and discipleship and yes, evangelism…inviting others 

to be part of this particular faith community.  

 For now, this makes sense. We are in a time of waiting. The General 

Conference of The United Methodist Church will meet in May of 2020 and after 



that time, it is likely there will be a better understanding of possibilities for 

moving forward as a denomination and creating space for a broad theological 

spectrum of global United Methodists, or there will be a plan for like-minded 

congregations to join together and form more distinct and separate versions of 

what is now the United Methodist Church. We are in a time of waiting. 

 Know that I am always available for conversations. I would be happy to come 

and chat with your small group. Just give me a heads up and time to get your event 

on my calendar. I am also more than willing to speak with you individually in my 

office or your home or at your favorite lunch spot or coffee shop.  

I am excited about our upcoming sermon series, as being reminded of our 

ancestors struggles and their faithful response to God’s voice, reassures me that 

we too will be guided through our current uncertainties. By the way, the heavy rain 

and the thunder and lightning, did stop. 

 I look forward to seeing each of you in worship. I am convinced that in and 

through worship, God does capture our attention and transforms us to become 

better versions of ourselves both individually and as a community.  

      May we hear and respond to God’s voice.  

 

         Blessings and peace… 

           Be the love.  

            Barb 

 

  


