
 This September will be a bit different. It will be subtle, but the  
subtle shift in focus could very well be what it takes to 
get us moving in the direction God intends for us to 
move. Starting the second week of September and  
continuing through October 13

th
, we will be using Rev. 

Susan Robb’s book, Called: Hearing and Responding 
to God’s Voice, to guide our time of worship. In the     
introduction Robb claims, “The truth is that our lives 
have been shaped and directed by multiple callings.” In 
other words, we might think we know who we want to 
be. We might even pursue that calling, that career, for a 
time or season of our life. Then, life and stuff happens 
and at some point we begin to understand that we are 
being pulling or pushed or “called” to head in a new and 
perhaps somewhat scary direction. 
 In Robb’s book, and in my interpretation of her 
thoughts in the sermons I am creating, the intent is to 

help us more clearly understand and more fully notice how God interrupts the lives 
of ordinary men and women, calling and empowering them, and us, to lives of    
service we never would have imagined on our own. This journey takes us on an  
adventure of revisiting six of the Bible’s most iconic characters-Abraham, Samuel, 
Esther, Jonah, Mary Magdalene, and the Beloved Disciple. The hope is that in    
doing so, we will discover how to better hear and respond to the unique call or plan 
God has for each of us and all of us together.  
 This series concludes on October 13, our Dedication Sunday. On that day, as 
an act of worship, we will all bring our commitment cards, our estimate of giving 
cards, forward. You will receive those cards and a letter from Finance Chairperson, 
Bob Clelland and Pastor Barb the week of September 16

th
. That gives us several 

weeks to ponder and pray and consider all of our obligations. We are each          
encouraged to prayerfully discern what gifts God is urging us to give to Shawnee 
Heights UMC during 2020. The information we receive from those cards will guide 
our Finance Team in setting the 2020 Operating Budget. The question is, “What is 
God calling us to do here and now?” And more specifically, “What is God calling us, 
as individuals, to do to empower ministries of healing and hope?” 
 Our mission remains, “Embracing God’s love, responding with love for all, 
growing our faith, and serving the needs of others.” Our commitment to planned 
giving grounds us and offers this faith community the stability to do the work God 
has planned for us.  May we hear God’s voice and may we respond.  
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 As I write, we are experiencing a weird late-summer downpour, thunder-
storm. I just read that our area is more than 10” of rain over normal.  
It is crazy and unpredictable, and “it” is not only a reference to the weather.  
Much of what we understood to be “normal” isn’t…or at least that is how it feels.   
 Even so, we have choices. We could crab and complain. We could lament that 
this isn’t how it used to be and yearn for the “good old days.” We could find    
people and institutions and systems to blame. We could retreat in our frustration 
and despair and decide to withdraw from the challenges we are facing.  
 If we do, we are forgetting not only who God in Christ continues to call us 
to be, but the good and faithful work our forefathers and mothers did as they 
navigated through their challenges. I am convinced we need to remember more 
fully whose we are and how God has been part of our journey and theirs. And, I 
am convinced that God is calling us into the future, a future that has been and 
will be shaped by God, all of us and all who paved the way for us.  
 We cannot continue to do things like we always have and expect to get    
different outcomes. The challenge is to listen more carefully to and for God’s 
voice and courageously respond. That is what our ancestors did. Oh, there was 
hesitation and doubt. I am confident saying there was often fear. The reality is 
there was also a sense of purpose and determination and the trust that God was 
promising a better life, even if, and when current situations felt unbearable,    
unfair and unjust.  
 So, what do we do?  For now, I am asking we become more intentional in our 
prayers and our worship together. For now, I am asking we move closer to God 
and one another. And, for now I have asked our leadership and gotten permission 
to request that our 2019 Leadership and Ministry Teams remain the same 
through the beginning of 2020. At that time, in late January or February, we will 
have a special called Church Conference to approve moving away from our current 
committee structure to a “single board” governance system.  
 I am learning more about it now. The hope is, doing so we will spend less 
time sitting in meetings and more time doing the work of the church. The “board” 
will lead us administratively and programmatically. It will function much like a 
school board or the board of a large corporation. This means all of us will have 
more opportunities to fully participate in all of the activities of the church:    
mission and youth and children and worship and discipleship and yes, evangelism, 
inviting others to be part of this particular faith community.  
 For now, this makes sense. We are in a time of waiting. The General        
Conference of The United Methodist Church will meet in May of 2020 and after 
that time, it is likely there will be a better understanding of possibilities for 
moving forward as a denomination and creating space for a broad theological 
spectrum of global United Methodists, or there will be a plan for like-minded  
congregations to join together and form more distinct and separate versions of 
what is now the United Methodist Church. We are in a time of waiting. 
 Know that I am always available for conversations. I would be happy to come 
and chat with your small group. Just give me a heads up and time to get your 
event on my calendar. I am also more than willing to speak with you individually in 
my office or your home or at your favorite lunch spot or coffee shop.  

  



September Sermons 

 

1st    “Searching for the Best Seats”   Luke 14: 7-14 

Communion Sunday 

 

Our Sermon Series,  

“Called: Hearing and Responding to God’s Voice” Begins 

8th     “Life @ a Crossroads”       Genesis 12: 1-4 

Abraham 

Choir Sings, UMM Presentation 

 

15th    “Clarity and Encouragement”    1 Samuel 1: 2-17 

Samuel 
 

22nd    “Change in Trajectory”         Esther 2: 16-20 

Esther 

Choir Sings 
 

29th   “Reluctant Humans; Determined God” Jonah 1: 1-13 

Jonah 
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I am excited about our upcoming sermon series, as being reminded of our   

ancestors struggles and their faithful response to God’s voice, reassures me that 
we too will be guided through our current uncertainties. By the way, the heavy rain 
and the thunder and lightning, did stop. 

 I look forward to seeing each of you in worship. I am convinced that in 
and through worship, God does capture our attention and transforms us to become 
better versions of ourselves both individually and as a community.  

      May we hear and respond to God’s voice.  
 
         Blessings and peace… 
           Be the love.  
            Barb 
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Book Club 
Book club is starting back up after a little break.  We will be reviewing "The Book 
Woman of Troublesome Creek" by Kim Michele Richardson. The meeting will be Sep-
tember 26th at 6:30 at Kris Denton's house, 4228 SE Virginia Ct. This club is open to 
everyone.  All different types of books are read.  Each month a member picks a book, 
and then the location and time to meet.  If you think you may like to join us monthly, 
please talk to Scarlett Ford or Kris Denton for more information.  Thanks!!  

 

 

Reading Group 
Myra Mohr is starting a reading/discussion group. There will be sign up sheets at 
church or you can contact Myra for more information.  

Trustees News 

August 20, 2019 

This month we have had some leaking issues in the men’s restroom.  We are    

working with Midwest Coating and Blue Dot to solve this.  It seems that the leakage 

is due to condensation from the air conditioner on the roof.  Blue Dot will be    

wrapping those pipes with insulation to solve this issue. (This has been done and so 

far so good.) 

Station View Tiling has completed the stacked stone installation behind the cross in 

the sanctuary.  The update looks phenomenal.  We thank Marlys and Doug Bennett 

for designating the funds from Marlys’ mother’s memorial to upgrading the      

sanctuary.   

We are planning on replacing two doors in the nursery hallway.  Those doors will be 

solid-core (we hope) and will have small viewing windows similar to those in the 

parlor.  They have been damaged by water several times. 

Again thanks to those faithful members of trustees who answer the call whenever 

needed for emergencies in the church building.  You are the best! 



Page 5 
UMM News 

Sunday, September 8, 2019  

8-9am in the Aldersgate Room 

Everyone is Welcome 

 

Guest Speaker: Ty Zimmerman 

University Christian Church, Junction City KS 

 

Agenda: 

7:55am  Welcome & Opening Prayer: Bob Resnik 

8:00am  Breakfast: fruit/pastry/coffee/tea/water 

   Sharing of Food 

8:15am  Introduction of Ty Zimmerman 

   Ty will speak on his role as a Leader in Fellowship 

8:55am  Q & A with Ty 

9:05am  Mr. Bob Resnik will speak on next UMM project 

   “Ed Ames” Memorial Fishing Derby 

   Dates October 13 or October 20 

   Nancy Ames working on potential date 

   October project will serve as monthly meeting 

9:10am UMM November meeting will be Nov. 10
th

 Aldersgate Room 

8am 

 Prepare for Christmas Project of Helping a Family 

  

 December meeting UMM will meet and plan for Adoption of 

the family 

 December 9 meeting at 8am 

 December 23 Deliver Christmas Gifts  

 
 

Annual Ed Ames Memorial Fishing Derby 
 

Please mark your calendar......The Annual Ed Ames Memorial Fishing Derby will be on      
Sunday, October 6, from 2:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  In case of rain on that date, it will be 
held on Sunday, October 13.  It will be at Richard & Elaine Toland's home at Lake 
Jivaro, 3688 SE   Arrowhead Drive, The UMM will have grilled hot dogs and the fixins' 
after the fishing fun. There will be trophies for the kids who catch the 1st Fish, Most 
Fish and Biggest Fish. There will be a movie gift card for the adult that catches the 
Most Fish and the Biggest Fish. Each child who is fishing at the derby for the first time 
will receive a rod and reel. Please let Bethany Hendricks, administrative assistant 
know if you are planning to participate or attend this year's derby. Please come join 
the fun. 
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 Thank you notes 
 Dear SHUMC family and friends, 

 
From the bottom of our hearts, we wanted to thank everyone for their payers, cards, phone 
calls, visits and the outpouring of concern, during the the illness and passing of Rex Ford.  Your 
support was and will continue to be amazing.  We also wanted to thank the UMW and all the 
people that made the meal possible after the memorial service.  What a blessing that was.  
This church was a very important part of Rex’s life, and the entire Ford family.  We will all miss 
him greatly, but with the help and support of this church, we will see God’s love and Grace 
shine through. 
 
Thank you from the entire Ford Family 
 
Dear SHUMC friends, 

 

Doug and I are thankful to have had the opportunity to celebrate our 50th wedding anniver-
sary, recently. We were surprised with a lovely anniversary gathering on August 10, hosted by 
our children, Andrea and Mitchell and their families, at Andrea's home. We were even more 
surprised to be presented with anniversary cards from many of you, our SHUMC friends. Those 
cards made our celebration even more special! 

Several of you expressed your "congratulations" on Facebook, also. Thank you to those of you, 
who did that. 

We miss all of you. We will always be a part of SHUMC in our hearts. Thank you for the          
anniversary greetings and for being blessings in our lives 

 

Blessings to you all,  

Wendee and Doug McVicker! 

 

Dear SHUMC family and friends, 

 

Thank you! 

Certainly want to thank everyone for prayers, cards, call, food and visits while spending 3 
months on healing of my foot. With hospital stay and treatments there is nothing like having a 
loving and caring church family. 

Blessings to you all, 

Ben Grindol 
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Shawnee Heights UMW 

UMW Salad Luncheon  
 What a blessing for all 35 ladies who attended the Salad Luncheon on August 17th!  Teresa 
Tuchscherer and Nancy Clark, volunteers at Topeka Correctional Facility, spoke about UMW’s  
Ministry to Incarcerated Families there. Thank you to all who made the luncheon so enjoyable! 

 

 
 

 
 UMW will not be meeting in September.  
  
 I Care Suggested Donations for September:  paper towels and personal size wipes.  
 The donation shelf is in the hallway just north of the pastor’s office. 
 

The UMW annual Chicken & Noodle Dinner, Silent Auction & Sweet Shop/Bakery 

is coming up on September 28 (Saturday) from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   Please help 

us make this another successful mission fundraiser.  We’ll again have the silent    

auction with baskets and other items, and the sweet shop with goodies sold by the 

pound.  Last year we had 44 baskets which made a great addition to the evening.    

After September 1st we will again display a few themed baskets in the back of the  

Aldersgate Room for those who would prefer to contribute individual items to a  

basket, rather than making their own. If you would like to make your own basket 

please bring it to the church by Friday the 27th or Saturday morning the 28th. If you 

have any questions please contact Barb Hoskinson. 

Please watch for food donation & volunteer worker sign-up opportunities in the 

near future. 
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Joys and Concerns 

September Birthdays 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

   Walter Boyer  

   Bill Clemmons 

   Sharla Cooper and family 

   Lauri Ford, daughter of Scarlett Ford 

   Merta Fulton 

   Bob Resnik 

   Judy and Bill Samuelson 

   Nancy, sister-in-law of Cindy Schlink 

   Nicolas Simerl, son of Andrea and Rusty Simerl 

   Lester “Zeke” Zimmerman 
 

Those dealing with a loved one passing in our church family: 

    The Price family upon the passing of Phyllis Price 

    The Smith family upon the passing of Marilyn’s mother  

                Fern McCall 
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   2nd   Matt Mace 

   3rd    Linda MowBray 

   3rd   Barb Noragon 

   6th   Bill Patterson 

   7th   Marlyn Mattix 

   7th   Cassie Robinett-Geis 

    9th   Bill Robinett 

  10th   Raylan Koops 

  16th   Bill Mohr 

  18th   Barb Hoskinson 

  21st   Tammy Noragon 

  23rd   Abby Fleischer 

  24th   Mike Schirmer 

  30th   Mary Naylor 

  

September Anniversaries 

  1st    Chad & Erica Price    12th  Rusty & Andrea Simerl   

  2nd   Kem & Sharla Cooper   17th  Charles & Shirley Brunner  

  5th   Alex & Marlene Pantos      



September Events 

Office Closed—Monday the 2nd for Labor Day 
 

Bookmobile— Tuesdays, 2:15-7:30pm in the church parking lot 
 

Good Grief Group Meeting— Thursday, 5th 6pm at Blind Tiger 
 

First Saturday Breakfast—  Saturday, 7th 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate Room 
 

Harvesters Food Give Away— Saturday, 7th 12-1pm in the SHUMC Parking Lot 
 

UMM Meeting— Sunday, 8th 8-9am in the Aldersgate Room 
 

Church BBQ— Sunday, 8th 5:30pm at 3928 SE Shawnee Heights Rd 

Boy Scouts—Mondays, 7pm  
 

Worship Team Meeting— Wednesday, 11th 6pm in the Parlor 
 

Choir Practice— Thursdays, beginning the 12th at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 
 

Aldersgate, Kitchen and Wesley Suites Reserved—  Saturday, 14th  

12pm-5pm 

Trustees Meeting— Monday, 16th, 6:15pm in the Wesley Suites 
 

Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, 18th 
 

Finance Team Meeting— Wednesday, 18th 6pm in Wesley Suites 
 

UMW Chicken Noodle Dinner— Saturday, 28th 3-7pm in the Gym 

 

Boy Scout Troop 183 
Trash Bag Fundraiser 

Bags are available outside the pastor’s office 
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Blue Yellow White 

Supersize, Jumbo Bags Large Trash Bags Tall Kitchen Bags 

(55 gallon) 

16 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 
  

(39 gallon) 

25 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 

(15 gallon) 

65 bags per roll 

1.3 mil thick 



 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY,  

September 7th 7:30-10:00 A.M! 

Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship. 

Menu:  Belgian Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,      

Breakfast Casseroles, Fruit, Pastries, Beverages.  Donations appreciated.  10% of 

proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry. 

 

Shawnee Heights  

United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th St.  

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 
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Good Grief Group MeetingGood Grief Group Meeting  

The Good Grief Group will be meeting at Blind Tiger Restaurant on The Good Grief Group will be meeting at Blind Tiger Restaurant on 

Thursday, September 5th at 6pm.Thursday, September 5th at 6pm.  

This group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a This group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a   

difficult time. Please contact Nancy Ames or Brenda Price for more difficult time. Please contact Nancy Ames or Brenda Price for more   

Information.Information.  

  
  

   


