
And just like that, it is “Back to School” time. Time does have a way of slipping away, doesn’t it? 

It feels especially true when we are consumed with our day-to-day demands. Suddenly our kids seem so 

much older. Mine sure do. Just like that, clothes and shoes and toys are outgrown or cast aside. In a 

flash toddlers are in school, and young teens are high school seniors. Just like that, all of a sudden, 

perhaps imperceptibly life transforms all around us and we just do not notice the changes until we can’t 

not notice.  

I imagine that is how Jesus felt. He was fully human so he must have felt that “life is flying by 

and everything is changing emotion,” especially near the end of his ministry when it was clear he was a 

threat to the Empire and many were out to get him, always ticked off at what he was doing and saying. 

Do you remember what Jesus did when life was crazy, when he was weary, when his life must have felt 

out of control, certainly slipping away? 

Jesus prayed. Jesus, the son of God, needed time to reset and refocus and remember whose he 

was. He found the time and space to praise God, to ponder scripture and to pray, to listen to and for 

God’s voice.  What about us?  What are we so very busy doing that we cannot or will not stop and pray 

and worship and move closer to the One who loves us more than we can comprehend? 

This Clarity is a confession of sorts. I need to read what I am writing.  I need time to pray and 

grow ever closer to God. I need time to work on forgiving myself and several others. When life seems a 

bit overwhelming, hurrying and frantically trying to do more is NOT the answer.  Again, what is it that 

Jesus did?  He stepped away.  Jesus took time to be alone with God and pray and ponder and grow.  

My hope is many of us will rededicate ourselves to doing that. I suggest we begin by making 

worship a priority. The first two weeks in August will be our conclusion to,  “This I Believe.”  Then, the 

SHUMC Youth will lead worship and share their stories on the 18th.  Finally, we will hear familiar words 

and a reminder about how great God’s love for all of us is. “Ask and you will receive. Seek and you will 

find. Knock and the door will be opened to you.”  Ask. Seek. God will open doors to a new life for each of 

us. “Everyone who asks, receives. Whoever seeks, finds. To everyone who knocks, the door is opened.”          

Knock. Our loving God is ready to yank open the door.  

Again, the ancient words Jesus spoke, speak to us if we take time to ponder and pray.   Take 

time. Make the time. It will make a huge difference.  I look forward to sharing time with you soon.  

        Blessings and peace,    

          Barb 


