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Summer Worship @SHUMC

This summer we are going to shake things up a bit. Think of it as the Spirit
working with us and within us. Don’t panic, we will ease into it much like we ease into
the pool when we are not convinced the water is going to be warm enough. First, we
will conclude our “Made for a Miracle” series on the 2nd with Holy Communion and a
sermon based on some of what we learn in the book of Joshua. The sermon is “Wait
Obey Expect Act. Then, we celebrate Pentecost. Don Stewart will be leading
worship on the 9th as John and I can make a trip to Seattle for a baby shower. Yes,
we are excited as we anticipate this granddaughter. I will be back for the 16th as we
celebrate Father’s Day together, baptize Henri Alyce Koops and use Romans 5: 1-5
to discuss, “Pride in Our Problems.”
Nothing too strange yet, right? Hang on. Starting on the 23rd we will kick off
a series I am calling, “This I Believe.” It may sound familiar because it was the title
of a radio broadcast of Edward R. Murrow in 1951 and redone by NPR in the early
2000s. I will begin the series with my, “This I Believe.” I am calling it, “I Believe
Love Transforms.” On the 30th we will take a close look at several creeds of our
faith and discuss them during “Up Close.”
My hope then is several of you will feel compelled to share what you believe,
one at a time, during worship in the weeks to come. The sermons will each be more
of a conversation than a lecture. You with me and everyone else invited to listen in.
I will ask questions which those willing to share will have in advance. Scripture will
ground our discussion. You will have an opportunity to choose the scripture if you
understand a particular scripture guides your “This I Believe.”
I am convinced it is time to reclaim what we do believe, what grounds us, what
makes each day and all of life such a blessing. You may have noticed we are living in
what is called a time of contentious divisiveness. This is not the first time.
The following is a transcript from the first 1951 broadcast of the original
“This I Believe” radio series. The words were spoken by Edward Murrow.
We hardly need to be reminded that we are living in an age of confusion—
a lot of us have traded in our beliefs for bitterness and cynicism or for a
heavy package of despair, or even a quivering portion of hysteria. Opinions
can be picked up cheap in the market place while such commodities as
courage and fortitude and faith are in alarmingly short supply. Around us
all, now high like a distant thunderhead, now close upon us with the wet
choking intimacy of a London fog, there is an enveloping cloud of fear.
There is a physical fear, the kind that drives some of us to flee our homes
and burrow into the ground in the bottom of a Montana valley like prairie
dogs, to try to escape, if only for a little while, the sound and the fury of
the A-bombs or the hell-bombs, or whatever may be coming.
Continued on Page 3
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If you were in worship on May 26th, you may remember this preacher
quoting Rev. Mike Slaughter. “Belief is holding to an opinion or conviction;
faith is the commitment to respond to that conviction by taking a course of
action.” That means that our faith actually should be seen. It is the way we
put our belief into action. That is what Jesus was hoping for when he
encouraged his disciples to not only “come to him,” but to also leave the safe
and predictable, and move into the unknown and sometimes uncomfortable
places.
That is where we are right now as a denomination and as an individual
church within that denomination. Many are now responding to “belief” by
choosing to act out of conviction by taking specific actions. That is what
faith is. Unfortunately, it does place us in a situation where we may not all
agree with one another. And, we may be moving in opposite directions. Our
challenge will be to live out our faith, all of us, however we each feel
compelled to do so, without speaking harshly about anyone who may
understand their faith differently.
I honestly do not know what that will mean in the months to come.
What I do know is that as time progresses, we will have options. At some
time, late summer or early fall, we will have church-wide conversations here
at SHUMC. We may even choose to have small group home meetings so more
can discuss and ask questions. And eventually, when our leadership feels we
are ready to do so, we as a congregation will need to make a decision about
who we are and who we intend to welcome. As I currently see it we have
four options. One option is to remain fully connected to the UMC. That will
change in some significant ways starting in January 2020 as the
denomination approved more punitive outcomes for clergy officiating
weddings of same-sex couples. What that means is our denomination is not
willing to fully include persons who identify as LGBTQ.
The remaining options would mean we would “disaffiliate” from the
denomination. One possibility is what is currently being referred to as
NextUMC . Leadership from around the country is working on what that
new branch of the UMC would become. A further option would be to become
“non-denominational” and we would simply be a church on our own with our
own guidelines and missions. And finally, we could choose to ponder the
possibilities of becoming a different mainline denomination, like United
Church of Christ, or Episcopal.
Whatever this faith community decides to do, I pray we will do so with
a willingness to make a commitment to risk. And I pray we will love,
everyone, even and especially those with whom we disagree. It will likely be
uncomfortable. It will cause us to each wrestle with our belief and our faith.
I am convinced God will guide us through this time. Do join me as we pray
into and through this time of uncertainty.
I hope to see you in worship.
Blessings and peace, Barb
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It was during that time, almost 70 years ago, that all kinds of folks shared their
belief. It is time we do the same. In the midst of our problems, our uncertainty
and our fears, it is time we find our courage and fortitude and faith.

If you are willing to let me help you share your, “This I Believe,” let me know.
Know I will be praying for us as we enter this great adventure and declaration of
faith, together. If you would like more information about the original series go to
www.thisibelieve.org/history
I look forward to hearing from you. And, hearing your “This I Believe.”
In Faith, Pastor Barb

Summer Worship
June 2nd

“Wait. Obey. Expect. Act.”
Communion Sunday

Joshua 3: 3-8

June 9th

“What Does this Mean?”
Lay Preacher Don Stewart

1 Kings 19: 9b-12 &
Acts 2: 1-8, 11b-12

June 16th
“This

“Pride in Our Problems”
Father’s Day and Baptism Sunday

I Believe: An Opportunity to Reclaim What Matters”

Summer 2019 Worship Series
June 23rd

June 30th

Romans 5: 1-5

June 23-August 11, 2019

“I Believe Love Transforms”

1 Corinthians 13: 1-8

“Beyond Creeds”

Romans 8: 37-39

Pastor Barb claims that after of 20 years of middle school teaching
and 16 years of pastoral ministry, love does change lives.

This “Up Close” Fifth Sunday Service in our Aldersgate Room will
give us an opportunity to look at three “creeds” of the Christian Tradition
and wrestle with what we believe.

July 7th, July 14th , July 21st , July 28th , August 4th , August 11th Are all to be
determined. Contact Pastor Barb when you come to understand you, “This I
Believe.”
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Trustees News
May 22, 2019

As usual, Trustees have been dealing with a variety of issues in our church building. Because of
all the recent rains, we have had flooding in the kitchen and hallway. Members of the Trustees
and Bethany and her sons have worked on mopping up the water on several occasions. Many
thanks to you! We have received bids from Stearns flooring to replace the ruined carpets in
three rooms. We have requested bids for a back-flow pump to help solve the flooding issue.
The stove issues in the kitchen have been addressed. We are assured that the stove is not
leaking gas and is in workable condition. We are installing a gas detector to give us warning if
we do have an issue with leaking gas in the future.
Trustees have painted the crosses in the entryway white. Thanks to those who helped.
New emergency exit signs with lights in the hallways are being installed. Wiring in the pantry
is being redone to eliminate the use of extension cords for the freezers.
We have accepted a bid to fix a Freon leak in the A/C unit on the roof.
We have requested bids for fixing the roof over the sanctuary to prevent further leaks.
Our next meeting is July 1, 2019, at 6:15.

Youth
The youth group has had an active Spring raising money for their summer mission
trip to Florida. They are a great group of hard workers! We want to extend our
thanks to the entire congregation for supporting us and making this trip
happen! Your donations have been very generous and every penny will be put
toward this trip. The youth see this church as their family, and you have never
failed to support them! Thank you all so very much!
We will be leaving July 9th at 7 a.m.. Anyone wanting to join us in the church
parking lot for a circle of prayer, and then to send us off, is welcome to attend! We
will take pictures journaling our adventures and share those with all of you upon
our return. Please keep us all in your prayers! We will continue to meet during the
summer so if you know anyone looking for a youth group, SHUMC is where its
at! Please put them in touch with Beth Robinett at 969-1454 or
therobinetts@sbcglobal.net.

Shawnee Heights UMW
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NO BRUNCH MEETINGS IN JUNE AND JULY. Enjoy your summer and keep reading!
Coming Soon! Save the Dates!


Salad Luncheon with Guest Speaker is Saturday, August 17th! The last two years, we have
been blessed with excellent speakers and many women in attendance from our area churches! We look forward to another awesome luncheon this year! Our UMW salads and fellowship
can't be beat! Tubs of Love baby items will be collected at the luncheon and given to I Care
Food Pantry.
Chicken Noodle Dinner and Silent Auction is Saturday, September 28th! We hope to have a
noodle-making session scheduled soon.
I Care Food Pantry suggested donations for:


June: Deodorant and bar soap

July: Crayola or CraZart crayons, box of 24 and Crayola or CraZart colored pencils
Angel House Orphanage and School. Several members have individually donated again this
year to sponsor Neema Charles, a young girl living at Angel House in Tanzania, Africa. This education sponsorship helps pay for her education, school supplies, clothes, room and board.
Prison Ministry Retreat and lunch for moms/grandmas at Topeka Correctional Facility and their
children was held at Reynolds Lodge at Lake Shawnee on May 16th. Our UMW was asked to
bring salads for the group of sixty. Salads and deviled eggs were provided, and everyone enjoyed them! They thanked us over and over again! Thank you all very much for providing food
and prayers for this event! As many of you will recall, Barb Scott, a dedicated and long time
UMW member here, was instrumental in beginning the Ministry to Incarcerated Women. It
was good and a blessing to be involved in this event, and we hope to continue to be involved in
the future.
Thank you for your continued support and prayers!

Blessings to you.

Good Grief Group Meeting
Thursday, June 6 at 6pm the Good Grief Group will be meeting for dinner at
st

Location TBD
The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a
difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you there! For more
information contact Nancy Ames (785) 379-5461 or Brenda Price (785) 230-2210

Troop 183
Trash Bag Fundraiser
The average American throws away 3.5 pounds of trash a day.
Trash Bags are a product that almost everyone needs and uses.
Troop 183 is offering trash bags for sale as a fundraiser for the Scouts.
These are heavy duty bags. There are three sizes available.

Blue

Yellow

White

Supersize, Jumbo Bags
(55 gallon)
16 bags per roll
2.0 mil thick

Large Trash Bags
(39 gallon)
25 bags per roll
2.0 mil thick

Tall Kitchen Bags
(15 gallon)
65 bags per roll
1.3 mil thick

Each roll costs $11.00 with the proceeds supporting Scout and Troop activities.
Please make checks payable to Troop 183.
Thank you for supporting Troop 183 Scouts.

Mission Team
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Missions Team is providing cards for the congregation to give monetary gifts in honor or in
memory of a loved one / friend for Father's Day. The cards are available on the Information
Center until Father's Day on June 16.
Missions Team is seeking several people willing to fill in periodically at the I–Care Food Pantry
on Tuesday evenings. These people are wanted to serve as reliefs for the people who work
there every Tuesday evening. If you could fill in one Tuesday from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM, it
would give these folks a much needed break and give you a very rewarding experience. The
commitment is minimal but the good you would do is significant. Please contact Nancy Ames
(213-2893) or Cathy Patterson (806-5356) if you have any questions or want to volunteer.

Thank You
Friends,
Words cannot express our gratitude for the prayers, cards, support and phone calls we received after my dad’s passing. We are very thankful to have such a supportive and loving
church home, thank you so very much.
Lisa, Stu and Freddie Ford

Office Note
If your group is planning on meeting please be sure to inform the office
so that we can make sure it is on the calendar and in the bulletins. Also,
the HOL newsletter will be posted on the info desk and will be included in
future editions of the Echoes.

Oh, Yippee…a Pot-Luck Lunch:
Immediately following our June 30th “UP CLOSE”
We will worship together in the Aldersgate Room and have some
drinks and very light munchies at the tables for our time of worship.
Then, we will share a meal together. Invite your family and friends to
join us. It will be an interesting and engaging morning as we focus on
“Beyond the Creeds” and actually have some discussion about the
ancient creeds of our faith tradition as we ponder our belief and grow
closer to God and one another.
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Joys and Concerns
June Birthdays
2nd
5th
6th
6th
7th
8th
8th
9th

Megan Annis
A.J. Hendricks
Dori Lane
Brenda Price
Denise Everhart
Aley Brown
David Denton
Will Edwards

10th
12th
12th
16th
16th
18th
19th
22nd

Todd Fleischer
Nancy Ames
Evan Smith
Kenzie Annis
Ronnie Robinett
Harlan MowBray II
Patty Rosenbaum
Eric Idol

22nd Pam Szuba
22nd Rebecca Wempe
25th Don Stewart
27th Cecelia Resnik
28th Tom Copeland
29th Natalie Copeland
29th Christi Hardesty
29th Lindsay Winter

June Anniversaries
2nd Barb & John Clinger
11th Diann & Robert Dennison
2nd Jan & J Hardesty
15 Scarlett & Rex Ford
4 Shari & Steve Lambrecht
20th Susan & Gary Naylor
9th Rhonda & Mike Bass
22nd Linda & Harlan MowBray II
11th Megan & Michael Annis
25th Karen & Henry Mace
30th Barb & Jeff Brown
th

th

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Laurie Ford, daughter of Scarlett and Rex Ford
Sharla Cooper and Family
Rex Ford
Austin Enke, great nephew of Cloeva and Paul Idol
Troy Grindol, son of Ben and Ladonna Grindol
Bill Clemmons
Merta Fulton
Judy and Bill Samuelson
Nancy, the sister-in-law of Cindy Schlink
Ben Grindol
Mary Naylor and family upon the birth of great-grandchild Michael Ramires
Walter Boyer

June Events
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Boy Scouts—Mondays, 7pm
Bookmobile— Tuesdays, 2:15-7:30pm in the church parking lot
First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, June 1st 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate
Room.

Good Grief Group Meeting—Thursday, June 6th 6:00pm location TBD
Guatemala Mission Team Departing SHUMC— Saturday, June 15th at
around 4am

Father’s Day— Sunday, June 16th
HOL Library Story Time— Tuesday June 18th 9:30-10:30am
HOL Staff Meeting— Tuesday June 18th 6pm in the Aldersgate Room
Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, June 19th
Aldersgate, Wesley Suites and Kitchen Reserved— Saturday, June 22nd
From 8am-5pm and 5pm to 8pm

New Sermon Series Begins: June 23rd “This I Believe”
Up Close Worship— Sunday, June 30th in the Aldersgate Room
Pot Luck Dinner— Following worship June 30th in the Aldersgate Room

Save the Date
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Sunday, June 2 4:30-7:30pm at the Foundry Event Center, 400 SE
33rd, ICare will be hosting the ICare Music Extravaganza. There will
be performances from professionals and amateurs, silent auction
items, food and more. Please note there will be no credit card
availability.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY,
June 1st 7:30-10:00 A.M!
Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship.
Menu: Belgian Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,
Breakfast Casseroles, Fruit, Pastries, Beverages. Donations appreciated. 10% of
proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry.

Shawnee Heights
United Methodist Church
6020 SE 44th St.
Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741

