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 If we listen carefully, we can hear it. Our world is alive and growing. The songbirds 

and coyotes, the cattle and owls and turkeys are all creating a daily symphony. And, if we 

pay attention we will see the transformation as well. Most of the Tulips have now come 

and gone, the Redbuds and Pear trees are changing from colorful buds to life giving 

leaves, the Iris are now in full bloom and command our attention. If we have ears to hear 

and eyes to see we will notice the miracle of growth all around us.  

 So, what about us?  How are we bursting into a renewed life this spring?   

How are we actively participating to become who God intends for us to be?  

 Sunday, we were challenged to “Reprioritize.”  It was a call to action.  

 If you were not in worship, you could listen to the sermon on our website  

www.shawneeheightsumc.org.  Based on Hebrews 11: 8-13, we are encouraged to live by  

faith. We are to follow Jesus.  And, trust.  

 Author and pastor Mike Slaughter suggests three things will help us more  

completely and more passionately follow Jesus. We need to consider our “Lifestyle 

 Priorities,” our “Schedule Priorities,” and our “Relationship Priorities.”   If we hope to be 

 different people, healthier and happier and living what feels like more purpose-filled 

lives, ( read following Jesus )we need to decide what is really important. We make 

choices…many…as we move into our futures by faith, without knowing where we are going, 

at least not exactly. We trust.  

 May we enjoy the journey and the transformation along the way. This week our 

series continues with, “Participate in the Party.” The scripture is Matthew 7: 7-12. The 

question Mike Slaughter asks is, “How many of us are missing the party because of a 

distorted understanding of God’s nature, God’s relationship with us and God’s 

commitment to us?”  God does want the best for us. God wants us to fully participate in 

this party of life.  How great it is that we get to do this together.  

 

Coming Up: 

 Wednesday, 5.15 evening…Final Choir Rehearsal of the season.  

 

 Sunday, 5.19 after worship:  Church Council Meeting.  Everyone is invited. Grab 

snacks and join us in the Wesley Suites. Committee chairpersons, please be present.  

 

 Tuesday, 5.21: Worship Team is meeting @ 6:00 

 

http://www.shawneeheightsumc.org/


 Wednesday, 5.22: Heights of Learning “Moving Up Celebration” @ 6 in the 

Sanctuary with refreshments following in the Aldersgate Room. 

 

Dealing with the Mess…. 

The clean-up and removal of wet carpeting in the north hallway classrooms from 

the recent heavy rains was quickly accomplished. We are however, still in a transition 

phase. As of this writing we are anticipating a visit from our insurance adjustor. Sterns 

came by earlier this week to measure and prepare a bid for new flooring. All of this 

takes time.  A couple of improvements are going to be made to make drain backup in our 

kitchen less likely during times of saturation and heavy rain. We have a $5000 

deductible, which is our conference insurance. So, we wait and trust we will have good 

options for starting again, once again. Some additional painting to touch up the walls and 

replacing the removed “mop boards” also needs to be accomplished.  

 

So, I know all of this makes some of you anxious. The question is always how will we pay 

for this?  We still have some money in capital improvements. However, if you made a 

pledge to Capital Improvements and did not yet make that contribution for 2019, this 

would be a good time to do so. Also, if you did not make a pledge to Capital 

Improvements you could use this event to make an extra donation, one beyond your 

“operating giving” to help ease the strain on our funding sources.  

 

I do hope you enjoy this season of growing.  

Come and grow.  

Follow Jesus. 

 

I look forward to worshipping with you Sunday.  

 

         Blessings,  

          Barb  


