
Starting May 5th and continuing through June 2nd our 
time together in worship will lead us to focus on what 
author Mike Slaughter considers to be the two  
components of every miracle: divine action and human 
responsibility. He writes, “For a real miracle to take 
place, we must act with God, using the abilities we have 
and directing them toward God’s work in the world.” 
 May 5th is Communion Sunday and also  
Graduation Sunday. Several of our SHUMC graduates 
will help lead worship. The scripture for the day is Luke 
9: 1-6. The sermon is about our identity, “More Than  
T-Shirts and Tattoos.”  We will pray for and with those 
graduating and their families. Additionally, fellowship 
time will be a special reception for our grads. Please  

refer to our list of graduates in this Echoes and consider bringing a card to them on 
their special day.  
 May 12th is Mother’s Day. Not all of us are mothers. However, every one of us 
has a mother, and likely several folks who are like mothers to us. The scripture for 
the day is Hebrews 11: 8-13. The sermon is “Reprioritize.” 
 May 19th is the final day for the choir to sing until fall. Plan on attending  
worship to celebrate the hours of commitment these folks give to create a  
meaningful worship experience. And, hang around for fellowship time so we can 
more fully express our gratitude and maybe sing some favorites in the Aldersgate 
Room. The scripture is Matthew 7: 7-12. I am calling the sermon, “Participate in the 
Party.” 
 May 26th is Memorial Day Sunday. Originally, “Decoration Day” is a Federal  
Holiday created to honor those who died while serving in the United States Armed 
Forces. It is a time to remember all who fought for our freedoms. The scripture is 
“Matthew 14: 27-33. The sermon is “A Commitment to Risk.” 
  

May is a busy time for many. Take time to slow down and connect to God 
through our times of worship together. Doing so, we are transformed. We become 
who God intends for us to be. We grow to be God’s love.  
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  Last week, for the first time in 52 years, I was pulled 
over for speeding. I was. More specifically, I was going 13 mph over the 
speed limit. That is what the officer told me. As a word of explanation, 
let me explain that I was speeding because for several miles, which felt 
like forever, I was “stuck” behind someone going 39 in a 45 zone. I was 
about to go crazy. It was so painful to just creep along. So, as soon as I 
had a chance I flew by them because there just are not many good 
places to pass on “Stull Road.” I flew by and as I did I saw the patrol 
car on the opposite side of the road and as he turned around and 
turned on his lights, I knew I was busted. Fortunately, the officer     
issued me a warning, not a ticket,  most likely because I had not been 
ticketed ever before.   

That event ended up teaching me a lesson, one that could have 
been much more costly. I need to slow down. I am almost always driving 
too fast and hurrying through my day as if I think there is some grand 
reward for cramming in as much as possible, as quickly as possible.  

The rest of the way to work, I was ticketed in Douglas County, I 
was processing my hurriedness. I received the “warning” as a message 
that indeed I need to slow down. It isn’t easy, especially on some days. 
You understand, don’t you?  There is always more to do than hours in 
the day, so I/we hurry.  

I don’t recall a single story of Jesus telling folks to “hurry up.” I 
don’t remember Jesus ever saying, “Don’t bother me. I am in a hurry.” 
Instead, Jesus sat with people, all kinds of people. He took time to get 
away from the crowd and pray. He listened, even to children and    
women. Jesus embraced the rhythm of life and a pace that allowed   
ever deepening relationships with all kinds of people and certainly with 
God.  

That is who we are to be. It is a healthy choice we can all make. I 
know this is a busy time of year. The problem is few times of the year, 
even few times of our lives, aren’t busy. We are driven by demands our 
families and our work and our community and the organizations that 
bring us meaning and purpose place on us. My prayer is we might all slow 
down, at least a bit. Doing so, we will find the time for all that is really 
important. Make time to grow closer to God and others. Stop putting 
off what you hope to do, and do it, slowly and joyfully. Let go of the 
stuff that just does not need to happen.  

I look forward to the Sundays of May and the new series, “Made 
for a Miracle: From Our Ordinary to God’s Extraordinary.”  Let’s grow 
together, slowly.  

       Blessings,  
        Barb 



2019 Graduates 

 
Ashlynn Badenoch, St. Michael/Albertville Middle School  
  Granddaughter of Kelly & Bob Badenoch 
 
Emily Bearse, Shawnee Heights Middle School 
  Granddaughter of Kelly & Bob Badenoch 
 
Laura Leigh Bearse, Shawnee Heights High School 
  Granddaughter of Kelly & Bob Badenoch 
 
Drew Boyles, Shawnee Heights High School 
  Son of Mindee & Jay Boyles, Grandson of Toni & Dave Boyles 
 
Mason Claassen, Shawnee Heights High School 
  Son of Vicki & Jeff Claassen 
 
Teagan Dahl, Kansas State University- Summa Cum Laude Honors 
  Granddaughter of Carolee & Ellis Dahl 
 
Abby Fleischer, Shawnee Heights Middle School 
  Daughter of Staci & Todd Fleischer 
 
Lauren Fleischer, Shawnee Heights High School 
  Daughter of Staci & Todd Fleischer 
 
Gavin Hendricks, Shawnee Heights Middle School 
  Son of Bethany Hendricks, Grandson of Bob Clelland 
 
Eian Lewis, Shawnee Heights High School 
  Son of Melissa Lewis 
 
Caitlyn McCarty, Topeka High School 
  Granddaughter of Jo & Garry Scott 
 
Owen McCarty, Lowman Hill Elementary School 
  Grandson of Jo & Garry Scott 
 
Danielle Szuba, Fort Hays State University 
  Daughter of Pam & Keith Szuba 
 
Amber Scott, Randolph Middle School 
  Granddaughter of Jo & Garry Scott 
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4/26/2019 

The Council of Bishops expresses its deep gratitude to the Judicial Council for its careful review of the 

actions of the 2019 General Conference. The Judicial Council’s decisions are clear and sound, and they 

give helpful guidance to the Church.  

In Decision 1378, the Judicial Council ruled that the constitutional parts of the Traditional Plan 

enacted by the General Conference were severable from those parts that it ruled were 

unconstitutional. The parts of the Traditional Plan that were declared unconstitutional during the 

General Conference were held again to be unconstitutional. 

In Decision 1379, the Judicial Council ruled that the disaffiliation petition passed by the General 

Conference is constitutional and clarified that the annual conference must approve a local church’s 

decision to disaffiliate with the denomination in addition to the other requirements set forth in the 

new legislation. 

These are some of the important rulings: 

1. The question of local churches exiting from the denomination is one that is determined by 

votes in the local church and at the annual conference. This retains the value of our 

connection.  

2. The practice of certifying Board of Ordained Ministry members on whether they would follow 

the Book of Discipline in its entirety, including on matters of human sexuality/LGBTQ identity, 

was found unconstitutional. Current language around sexuality and restrictions on same-sex 

weddings and ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals was not in question and is 

retained. 

3. Accountability for bishops continues to be lodged in the jurisdictional college or central 

conference.   

4. Exiting churches must pay their fair share of pension liability. Exiting clergy retain their pension 

but it is converted to limit further liability to the conference. 

5. Seven petitions in the Traditional Plan were found to be unconstitutional, consistent with two 

previous Judicial Council decisions, and eight petitions were found to be constitutional.  

Our polity disperses authority to lay and clergy delegates to General Conferences in writing legislation 

and to the Judicial Council in interpreting the constitutionality of that legislation.  Bishops are in the 

role of providing spiritual and administrative leadership, which is to say, putting in practice the 

discernments of these two bodies. While additional questions may arise as the new church laws take 

effect January 1, 2020 (except in Central Conferences), today’s decisions provide a path for local 

churches and annual conferences to move forward. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we pray that we will 

fulfill the law through our love for one another (Galatians 5. 14).   

The peace of the Lord,  

  

-- Ken Carter 

President, Council of Bishops 

The United Methodist Church 
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 We are in a time of transition and a time of not knowing what change will           
ultimately look like for us as a faith community.  So, as has often been the case in 
our faith tradition, not just Methodist, but in our Christian Tradition…we are in a time 
of waiting faithfully.   
 Understand that nothing will change immediately. Any denominational changes 
do not go into effect until January 1, 2020. Secondly, all congregations will have an 
opportunity to decide if they want to live with the approved “Traditional Plan.” That is 
because an “exit strategy” was approved at the Special General Conference.  
 So, we will begin our discussions in Church Council and that leadership group 
will set times for at least one all church discussion. I am comfortable, at this time, to 
continue serving as the appointed pastor for SHUMC. I will do what I can to help 
with our discernment and plans for the future. As opportunities for meetings and  
discussions are decided you will be informed.  
 There is a chart that shows the specifics of the Judicial Council Ruling that     
occurred the last week of April. Unfortunately it is formatted in such a way that we 
cannot enlarge it to an appropriate size. It can be found and read on line at this link:  
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-
plan-12799196 
 Here is my (Pastor Barb) brief summary of the changes.  All of this is directly 
from the Judicial Council Ruling 1378. First is additional definition of a “self-
avowed , practicing homosexual” to include a person “living in a same-sex         
marriage, domestic partnership or a civil union, or is a person who publically states 
he or she is a practicing homosexual.”  
 Next, the Discipline would prohibit bishops from consecrating other bishops who 
are self-avowed homosexuals even if they have been elected. Bishops also are  
prohibited from commissioning or ordaining deacons or elders if the Board of       
Ordained Ministry has determined the individual is a self-avowed practicing          
homosexual. 
 Also, minimum penalties for clergy who are convicted at a church trial of      
conducting ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions or perform same-gender 
weddings are set.  
 First offense results in a minimum one-year suspension without pay. A second 
offense results in termination of conference membership and revocation of          
credentials. 
 For the most part this decision does not impact the day to day work of Shawnee 
Heights UMC. And yet, we are now at a time in history that many find the decisions 
made by The United Methodist Church hurtful and exclusionary and not in line with 
the inclusive love that Jesus taught. The differences between the two extremes of 
our church seem to be irreconcilable. That means it is likely many congregations 
will chose to move away from the UMC as it lives into the new, more firmly defined 
stance against the LGBT community. We will have that decision to make in the year 
to come. May we hold one another respectfully in prayer.   
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News from the Trustees 

The Board of Trustees has been busy with several projects this month: 

The new signs for the Sanctuary and HOL are installed and look great. 

Several roof leaks have been addressed. 

We are working with Blue Dot to fix issues with the air conditioners on the roof. 

We are also working with Blue Dot regarding issues of the stove and gas odors.  A leak was 

discovered and fixed.  Other issues regarding the stove and range hood are being         

addressed. 

We thank Chad Price and his company for providing gravel on the drive at the rear of the 

church and servicing our fountain. 

Four new windows were installed in HOL classrooms in our east wing. 

Grass seed was planted in some of the bare spots on the grounds. 

Training from Berend Koops on taking care of the Septic System.  (Thanks Berend) 

These are just a few of the projects we are addressing.  Again I thank the people on the board 

for their excellent work and dedication.  It’s a pleasure to work with such devoted people.   

Next Trustees meeting will be May 13 at 6:15.   

 

 

 

Please join us for brunch on Saturday, May 18th, at 9:30 at church!  Scarlett and Aldean are 
hostesses. 

 

Agenda items include: 

 Discuss Noodle-making  

 August Salad Luncheon and suggestions for guest speaker 

 Finance update 

 

I Care suggested donations for May are:  combs and brushes. 

 

Thank you for participating in UMW missions! 

Shawnee Heights UMW 
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First Quarter Giving Statements 

 

First Quarter Giving Statements are on top of the large 

shred box in the copy room, you might like to compare the 

statement to your records. The giving statements will    

remain in the copy room until May 15 and at that time, if 

you have not picked yours up, they will be shredded. 

  

  

 

Missions Team 

 The Missions Team would like to raise funds for the Guatemala trip 

and the Youth Trip to Lakeland, FL.  We will provide cards for the            

congregation to give monetary gifts in honor or in memory of a 

loved one / friend for Mother's Day and Father's Day.  Of course, 

monetary donations would be welcome, also, without using a 

card.  We will have the cards available on the Information Center 

from April 22 through May 12 for Mother's Day, and May 19 through 

June 16 for   Father's Day.   

 Funds from the Mother's Day cards will go to the Guatemala trip, 

and funds from the Father's Day cards will go to the Youth trip to 

Lakeland, FL. 

 

 Good Grief Group Meeting 

Thursday, May 2st at 6pm the Good Grief Group will be meeting for dinner at   

Coco Asian & Chinese Cuisine 
1707 SE 29th St. 

The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a       
difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you there! For more      

information contact Nancy Ames (785) 379-5461 or Brenda Price (785) 230-2210 





Troop 183 

Trash Bag Fundraiser 
 

 

 

The average American throws away 3.5 pounds of trash a day. 

Trash Bags are a product that almost everyone needs and uses. 

Troop 183 is offering trash bags for sale as a fundraiser for the Scouts.  

These are heavy duty bags. There are three sizes available. 
 

Blue Yellow White 

Supersize, Jumbo Bags Large Trash Bags Tall Kitchen Bags 

(55 gallon) 

16 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 
 

(39 gallon) 

25 bags per roll 

2.0 mil thick 

(15 gallon) 

65 bags per roll 

1.3 mil thick 

 

 

Each roll costs $11.00 with the proceeds supporting Scout and Troop activities. 
 

Please make checks payable to Troop 183. 
 

Thank you for supporting Troop 183 Scouts. 
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Youth News 
What an exciting spring!  The youth have been very busy preparing for our summer mission 
trip.  We had a donation based “Adopt a brick” campaign, yard work, served at the chili feed, 
and the lasagna dinner, as well as playing Easter bunny and delivering Easter eggs to           
houses.  The highlight of the month had to be Sunrise service at the Patterson’s farm!  This is 
an event I look forward to every year.  The youth did a terrific job!  We had sunshine and a  
rainbow!  It was a blessed event! We just want to send a big Thank You to all of you for        
supporting us as we raise funds to take our mission trip to Florida this summer, and an extra 
special thank you to Bill and Cathy Patterson for allowing us to use their beautiful farm for  
Easter service.  We know this summer’s mission trip will support the victims of the hurricane, 
but we also know that our youth will gain from lessons that just can’t be learned in a          
classroom! Thank you all for helping to make this happen!    

This month we will have 4 graduations!  We want to send out our congratulations and our best 
wishes to our youth group graduates… 

Drew Boyles, Mason Claassen, Lauren Fleischer, and Eian Lewis.  We wish you the best! 

Youth group is always a fun place to be and to share in worship.  We welcome visitors, always! 
If you have neighbors or friends looking for a place for their teen to belong, there is always a 
place with SHUMC youth!  6 p.m. Sunday evenings.  Contact Beth Robinett  at 969-1454 for   
information! 

 

Thank You to the Youth Group 

Cathy and Bill Patterson would like to thank the members of the Youth Group for conducting 
the Easter Sunrise Service.  We always appreciate their efforts.  

 

 

Thank You to UMM 

Boy Scout Troop 183 owes a deep debt of gratitude to the SHUM Men for al-

lowing us to take-over the sales of the trash bags.  Also, thank you so much for 

helping us with our beginning inventory.  The scouts have been busy selling the 
trash bags to their family and friends.  One of our scouts has already earned one-
half of his summer camp fee.   

Thank you too to the SHUMC congregation for supporting us by purchasing 
the trash bags.  We are so grateful! 

Scouts and Leaders of Troop 183 



Joys and Concerns 

May Birthdays 

   1st  Charles Brunner 

   1st    Kris Denton 

   2nd  Chad Price 

   5th  Ellis Dahl 

   5th  Cathy Patterson 

   9th Rusty Fulton 

  10th Shirley Brunner 

  10th  Daisy Johnson 

  10th  Arlene Leuszler   

  10th  Ginger McCarty 

  11th  Gavin Hendricks 

  13th  Hal Hoskinson 

  14th  Sandy Warren 

  17th  Bethany Schirmer 

  18th  B.J. Clelland 

  19th Paul Idol 

20th  Darin Harris 

22nd  Kelli Tyrell 

23rd  Marty Williams 

25th  Emily Baker 

25th  Kory Everhart 

26th  Sharla Cooper 

31st  John Clinger 
  

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

Laurie Ford, daughter of Scarlett and Rex Ford 

Sharla Cooper and Family 

Rex Ford 

Austin Enke, great nephew of Cloeva and Paul Idol 

Troy Grindol, son of Ben and Ladonna Grindol 

Bill Clemmons 

Merta Fulton 

Judy and Bill Samuelson 

Nancy, the sister-in-law of Cindy Schlink 

Ben Grindol 

Walter Boyer 

Mary Naylor and family upon the birth of great-grandchild Michael Ramires   
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Lost and Found 

On the coat rack in the Gathering Area we have a purple coat. Please 

check when you are here and pick this item up if it belongs to you. 

May Anniversaries 

  3rd  Bill & Myra  Mohr     24th  Scott & Michelle Terry 

19th  Jan & Carol Gambriell    26th  Mitch & Brenda Cook 

22nd  Bob & Cecelia Resnik         



May Events 

 

HOL Children’s Church—Mondays, 10:30am in the Sanctuary 
 

Boy Scouts—Mondays, 7pm  
 

Bookmobile— Tuesdays, 2:15-7:30pm in the church parking lot 
 

Good Grief Group Meeting—Thursday, May 2nd 6:00pm at Coco Asian &     

Chinese Cuisine 1707 SE 29th St.  
 

First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, May 4th 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate 

Room.     
 

Graduation Sunday— May 5th, Graduates will be honored during worship with 

a reception following in the Aldersgate Room 
 

HOL Board Meeting— Tuesday, May 7th 6pm in the Aldersgate Room 
 

Finance Team Meeting— Wednesday, May 8th 6pm in the Wesley Suites 
 

HOL Muffins with Moms— Friday May 10th 6-9am in the Aldersgate Room 
 

Mother’s Day— Sunday, May 12th 
 

Trustees Meeting— Monday, May 13th 6:15pm in the Wesley Suites 
 

HOL Library Story Time— Tuesday May 14th 9:30-10:30am 
 

UMW Brunch— Saturday, May 18th 9:30am in the Aldersgate Room 
 

HOL Staff Meeting— Tuesday May 21st 6pm in the Aldersgate Room 
 

Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, May 22nd 
  
HOL Kindergarten Moving Up Ceremony— Wednesday, May 22nd 6:15pm in 

the Sanctuary 
 

Mobile Food Pantry— Tuesday, May 28th 5-7pm in the SHUMC Parking Lot 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY,  

May 4th 7:30-10:00 A.M! 

Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship. 

Menu:  Belgian Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,      

Breakfast Casseroles, Fruit, Pastries, Beverages.  Donations appreciated.  10% of 

proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry. 

Shawnee Heights  

United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th St.  

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 
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Save the DateSave the Date  
Sunday, June 2 4:30Sunday, June 2 4:30--7:30pm at the Foundry Event Center, 400 SE 7:30pm at the Foundry Event Center, 400 SE 

33rd, ICare will be hosting the ICare Music Extravaganza. There will 33rd, ICare will be hosting the ICare Music Extravaganza. There will 
be performances from professionals and amateurs, silent auction be performances from professionals and amateurs, silent auction 

items, food and more. Please note there will be no credit card      items, food and more. Please note there will be no credit card      
availability.availability.  

  
  
  
  


