
 
An Opportunity to Be Amazed  

 

 Easter falls late in the calendar year, this year. Easter Sunday is not until April 21st. The 
thing is, unless we prepare our hearts and minds, and unless we remember who it is who lives, 
Easter will fall flat. Easter will be one more family gathering, and one more time that               
overindulging ourselves with food replaces the profound gift of the day. Easter will be about 
chocolate bunnies and marshmallow eggs and cute new outfits especially for our youngest 
friends, unless we prepare. Easter will come. Will we be ready? Will we be ready to receive the 
amazing gift?  Are we willing to be amazed? Are we able to accept God’s gift of love and           
forgiveness for all of us and for them?  
 From now until then, Easter, let’s be intentional about moving closer to God. Let’s worship 
together. Let’s pray. Let’s return to our story of new beginnings we find in each of the Gospel   
accounts. It is time to reclaim our amazement.  
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Easter Breakfast Buffet 
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Traditional Worship 
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AMAZED 
 

The people who heard Jesus  
were repeatedly amazed. 

Are we today so sophisticated 
that we are immune to 

amazement? 
Can we know that he was  

crucified, 
Goodness and Compassion 

and Love 
nailed upon the tree, 

and go about our business 
of preparing for Easter dinner? 

Can we know that he arose 
from the dead 

and walked the earth 
and ate and spoke 
with his followers 

and sit unamazed in the pew 
as though we cannot hear 

the WORD OF GOD! 
O God of Jesus the Christ, 

the amazing thing 
Is our lack of amazement 

In the face of your  
AMAZING AMEN! 

      “Amazed,” Kneeling in Jerusalem by Ann Weems, pg. 83 

 
I shared those words, favorites of mine, although they are rather harsh. Maybe 

we don’t lack amazement. Maybe we are simply numb to the Good News. Maybe we 
take God’s gift of love for us for granted. Whatever, we need to reset our hearts and 
minds. We need to re-engage with our story of God with us, and God’s promise of life 
eternal here and now, even in the midst of our disappointments and fears. Even when 
we know we have messed up and God must be royally disappointed in us. 

 We need to connect to God’s faithful love for us and with us more           
intentionally. My suggestions are likely familiar: make worship a priority. Read the 
preaching text for each week. Take time to pray…not just at stoplights. And, be open 
to what God is calling you to do for others. 

 The “church” is not just one more thing on our “to do” list. Who we are as a 
faith community is not about a gathering of like-minded friends. What if we all           
understood that our primary task is to become more like Jesus? We are to “follow”   
Jesus which means we are to live and do for others as he did.  We are to become love 
in response to God’s love. It is amazing.  Understanding is a life-long journey. May we 
embrace it. 

        Blessings and peace,  
          Barb 
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Do you have a family member graduating this year? 

 If so, please contact the church office at shumc@cox.net by April 

17th. Please be sure to include the family member’s name and relation to 

you as well as what they are graduating from (grade school, middle 

school, etc.). This info will be included in next month’s edition of Echoes 

from the Heights. 

  

  

 

 

News from the Trustees 

 The Trustees have been busy taking care of several leaks in the 

church as well as replacing the hose for the sump pump.  We have 

accepted a bid from Blue Dot to fix an ongoing leak near the air 

conditioner on the roof and that work was completed Friday, March 

22nd.  We have also accepted a bid from Martinek and Flynn to     

replace four non-functional windows in Heights of  Learning.  The   

window replacement will take place on April 19.  We have             

purchased a chair and side table for the parlor, which you will see 

there by Easter. Martinek and Flynn have also replaced/repaired the 

siding on the Scout Hut that was damaged or missing. 

I would like to thank all the trustees for their diligent and consistently 

excellent work in keeping our church safe and attractive.  You have 

all done an excellent job!  The next Trustees meeting will be April 8th 

at 6:15pm in the Wesley Suites. 
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No Brunch Meeting in April!  Enjoy Easter with your family! 
 
May Brunch will be on Saturday, May 18th. Please mark your calendars.  A reminder 
will be sent in May.  
 
Program Books for 2019. Please pick up your book if you haven’t already! They are 
in a box on the table in the Gathering Area and have names on them.  
 
I Care suggested donations for April are:  toothbrushes and toothpaste.  
 
Thank you! And Happy Spring! 
  

  

   

 Italian Dinner 

 

 

Please join us following worship Sunday, April 28th for an 

Italian Dinner. Proceeds from the dinner will go to the 

Youth Group Mission Trip. For more information please 

contact Carrie Rutherford cjrsophia@yahoo.com 

  

  

  

Shawnee Heights UMW 

 Good Grief Group Meeting 

Thursday, April 4st at 6pm the Good Grief Group will be meeting for a potluck    
dinner at the home of Nancy Ames  

5630 SW Barrington Ct. N. Topeka, KS 66614  

The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a       
difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you there! For more      

information contact Nancy Ames (785) 379-5461 or Brenda Price (785) 230-2210 
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 The SHUMC youth are a busy group! March started our “Building a Foundation for Youth 
Missions” campaign. The youth decorated brick envelopes numbered 1-100 and have asked 
the congregation to assist them by adopting the bricks.  To adopt a brick you need only to 
choose one of the numbered bricks which matches your donation.  If you can donate $15 then 
take envelope 15, place your donation inside and place it in the offering plate.  If the envelope 
you desire has already been adopted you may adopt two envelopes, perhaps envelope 10 and 
5 and still make the same donation! If all of our envelopes get adopted we will have the funds 
for our summer mission trip to Florida. The youth will travel for two days, to arrive in central 
Florida.  They will then work with the UMC disaster recovery teams for five days assisting in  
restoring homes following the massive destruction of Hurricane Irma. They will be sleeping in a 
local church and then reporting to the job site each day.  They will spend one day exploring the 
area and then begin the two days of travel back to Topeka.   

The youth are also willing to do any special projects you may have around your house in        
exchange for a donation to their trip funds.  They are hard workers and have been seen         
unloading trucks for Harvesters and moving furniture for the ICARE garage sale this past 
month.   

All church members are invited to join the youth April 21, Easter morning, at the Patterson’s 
farm for sunrise services.  They will be leading a 7:00 a.m. outdoor sunrise service for all who 
can join in!  On April 28th they will be serving at the church lasagna dinner following ser-
vices.  This is a dinner you won’t want to miss!  Middle School and High School youth may join 
in the fun Sunday evenings 6-7:30 p.m. We will not meet Easter evening, but the fun is on for 
April 7, 14, and 28th .  Join us!  



Joys and Concerns 

April Birthdays 

   1st   Bob Fulton 

   2nd  Nicolas Simerl 

   3rd   Bill Clemmons 

   6th   Cole Edwards 

   7th   Nancy Engler 

   8th   Ron Harris  

   8th   Sarah Richards 

 10th   Kristan Smith 

 10th   Allison Speck 

 11th   Berend Koops 

 13th   Mike Bass 

 13th   Bethany Hendricks 

 18th   Gary Naylor 

 20th   Barb Brown 

 20th   Samantha Koops 

 26th   Gene Edwards    

 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

Laurie Ford, daughter of Scarlett and Rex Ford 
Sharla Cooper and Family 

Rex Ford 
Diann Dennison and family upon the hospitalization of mother Lucille 

Smith 
Rhonda Bass and family upon the passing of her mother Helen Bailey 

Neil Pipkin as he recovers from surgery 
Austin Enke, great nephew of Cloeva and Paul Idol 

Troy Grindol, son of Ben and Ladonna Grindol 
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Lost and Found 

On the coat rack in the Gathering Area we have 2 coats and a reusable 

bag of wet wipes. Please check when you are here and pick these 

item up if they belong to you. 

Ornaments 

Ornaments left from the Memory Tree from 2017 and 2018 will be in 

a container on the Gathering Area coat rack shelf. Please pick up your                

ornaments if you have not done so already. 

April Anniversaries 

29th   Mina and Ray Haywood 



March Events 

 

HOL Children’s Church—Mondays, 10:30am in the Sanctuary 
 

Boy Scouts—Mondays, 7pm  
 

Bookmobile— Tuesdays, 2:15-7:30pm in the church parking lot 
 

Choir Practice— Wednesdays, 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 
 

Boy Scout Recruitment— Wednesday, April 3rd 6:30pm in the Aldersgate Room 
 

Good Grief Potluck—Thursday, April 4th 6:00pm at the home of Nancy Ames 

 

First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, April 6th 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate 

Room.     

 

 Trustees Meeting— Monday, April 8th 6:15pm in the Wesley Suites 
 

Holy Thursday Worship— Thursday, April 18th 7:00pm in the Sanctuary 
 

Sunrise Easter Service— Sunday, April 21st 7am at Patterson’s Farm  

 

Easter Breakfast Buffet— Sunday, April 21st 8am in the Aldersgate Room 
 

Traditional Easter Worship— Sunday, April 21st 10am in the Sanctuary 
 

Office Closed— Monday, April 22nd 
 

Mobile Food Pantry— Tuesday, April 23rd 5-7pm in the SHUMC Parking Lot 
 

Aldersgate Room Rented— Tuesday, April 23rd 6-8pm 
 

Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, April 24th 
 

Italian Dinner— Following Worship April 28th in the Aldersgate Room 
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6020 SE 44th St.  
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY, April 

6th 7:30-10:00 A.M! 

Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship. 

Menu:  Belgian Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,      

Breakfast Casseroles, Fruit, Pastries, Beverages. There will be a table with crafts for 

sale as well as a free craft for kids in the Youth Room.  Donations appreciated.  10% 

of proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry.   

Happy Easter!!!Happy Easter!!!  


