Echoes from the Heights

December 2018
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Celebrating Advent and Christmas at SHUMC
This year, as we wait once again for the birth we know will come, we do so by focusing on
“The Christmas Story Revealed in Christmas Stories.” Each Sunday in addition to being led by
lectionary scripture for the specific week, we will remember some very familiar Christmas Stories and
perhaps, learn a new one that more fully displays God’s amazing love and the endless possibility of
new beginnings.
December 2nd begins with Jeremiah 33: 14-16 and
“A Christmas Carol.” We will light the candle of Hope
on our Advent Wreath and share Holy Communion.
Additionally, we are invited to bring ornaments in
memory of friends and family members to hang on our
Memory Tree.
December 9th we turn to Philippians 1: 2-7 and
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.” How fun is that?
We will light the candle of Peace.
December 16th Isaiah 12: 2-6 will be the foundation
of our worship and Barbara Robinson’s “The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever” will help us think of Christmas
differently. Be sure to find it and read it if you have not.
You will want to get to know the Herdmans. We will
light the candle of Joy. This Sunday is Music Sunday.
December 23rd we turn to the Gospel of Luke. The
text, 1: 47-55 is known as Mary’s song. On this 4th
Sunday of Advent we turn to a story we may not know,
O. Henry’s “The Gift of the Magi.” We will light the
candle of Love.
Monday, December 24th is Christmas Eve. Worship is scheduled for 5:30pm. We will again hear
THE Christmas Story, Luke 2: 1-20 and this year use Dr. Seuss’ “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” to
welcome the story in a new way. We will share Holy Communion and share the Light of Christ as we
sing “Silent Night.”
December 30th we will gather in the Aldersgate Room for an informal worship and Christmas
goodies. This will be a participatory worship as we discuss, “What Makes Christmas, Christmas.” The
scripture reading will be Colossians 3: 12-17.
January 6th is Epiphany Sunday and concludes our sermon series. The text is the coming of the
Wise Men uniquely found in Matthew 2: 1-12. The additional “story” is one that dates back to 1947,
“The Littlest Angel.”
It is a busy time of year. It is a time to find the Hope, Joy, Peace and Love again.
It is time to fully embrace God’s love that fully comes to us in the life and death and resurrection of
Jesus the Christ. Unto us, a child is born. Thanks be to God.

Pastor’s Page

Clarity in the Clutter
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I trust you each had a good Thanksgiving and the “Blizzard of Oz” or Bruce
as it was officially named did not disrupt your plans, or life, too much. I
appreciate the wisdom the Trustees displayed as they decided to cancel worship
about 8:15 Sunday morning. I was in route, but as I turned around the rain
started and as we all know by 11:00 the snow and wind were here. I hope you were
able to enjoy time at home and had enough warning to have all you might need for
a few days. The sermon will be available as a document on our website.
Unfortunately, it was not preached and therefore was not recorded. So, the best
option is for you to read it. Heck, you could read the scripture and the sermon
and do so as a time of devotion.
Fortunately, our Church Conference had been the previous Sunday. At that
gathering, held at Berryton UMC this year, our members approved the pastor’s
compensation package and the 2019 Leadership. Those who are on ministry teams
are listed in this issue of Echoes (pgs. 10 & 11). As a congregation we continue to
grow and adapt as we work to serve the needs of those outside of our doors. One
way we do that is by paying our Mission Shares. At this time we are on track to
again pay 100%, which is $19,432. This will be the third year in a row we have
meet this denominational obligation. I am grateful for your faithful giving and
the faithful work so many of you do to care for our facility, plan worship, care
for our
children and youth, and even manage our finances.
As we mark the end of another calendar year, we celebrate the beginning of
a new “church year.” Sunday, December 2nd marks the beginning of Advent. In
worship we will have the opportunity to hang our “Memory Tree” ornaments on our
sanctuary tree. There will be cards in the sanctuary for you to fill out and a time
during the service when we will be invited to hang the ornaments.
As you likely read, on the front page of this Echoes, our Advent Series is
“The Christmas Story Revealed in Christmas Stories.” I hope you take time to
read or re-read these classic stories that uniquely point us to the love God
continues to reveal to us in the birth and life and death and resurrection of
Jesus. I know December is a busy month. I also know December has much more
meaning when we take time to worship the God who continues to gift us with life
and the promise of life eternal.
I look forward to seeing you in worship each Sunday and on Christmas Eve.
This year that falls on a Monday and worship will begin at 5:30pm. Again this
year, all of the Christmas Eve offering will be given away to agencies that
Church Council designates. If you plan to make other donations to SHUMC on
Christmas Eve (operating fund or capital improvements) be sure to designate the
funds as such. Otherwise, all donations on Christmas Eve will be given away.
Embrace the hope, peace, joy and love. Barb.

Missions Team:
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SHUMC ANGEL TREE AND CHRISTMAS BUREAU
Merry Christmas!! For 2018, Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
will again cheerfully adopt 4 families from the United Way’s Christmas
Bureau. We’ve requested families with 4 persons each, specifically asking
for families made up of (1) single mothers or (2) single fathers or (3)
grandparents as the heads of household, with children ages 17 and under.
We will attach angels to the tree in the Aldersgate Room; each angel will
represent one of the family members, to include the first name, gender,
age and requested gift for each adoptee.
If you wish to adopt one of our ‘angels’, please remove the angel from the
tree, purchase the gift, and bring the gift (unwrapped, with angel attached) to the tree during December. On a date near Christmas, likely a
Saturday before, we will have a wrapping party and deliver the gifts to
the adopted families.
We will also be providing to each family a Christmas meal, in the form of
Dillons gift cards. If you wish to donate to this effort, please place your
cash in an envelope with the words “Angel Tree” on it for the collection
plate… or make your check out to the church with the words “Angel Tree”
on the memo line.
Thank You!!

Additional Opportunity:
Campus Ministry at Washburn Board asked if our church would be willing
to provide an evening meal for approximately 20 students at the Campus
Ministry at Washburn University. We decided to do this on Wednesday,
December 5, providing hot dogs and the fixin’s, chili, chips, brownies and
cookies.
If any of you are interested in donating toward this meal, we will prepare a
volunteer sign-up sheet in the very near future.

I Care News and Opportunities:
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Volunteers Needed!
I Care Shopping Event for children aged 5-10 (I Care families only)
December 1st, from 10 to 1 pm, Highland Park Methodist Church
Services needed:
personal shoppers for each child
gift wrappers
photographer for photos posing with Santa
We also need cookies and gift bags and wrapping paper.
If you are interested please contact Nancy Ames (785) 379-5461 or
Myra Mohr (785)232-9041.
Congratulations! Shawnee Heights United
Methodist Church has met the criteria for Safe
Gatherings’ first recognition program, signifying
your organization’s strong commitment to
protect children, youth and vulnerable adults in
2018. In order to receive this recognition, an organization must have a certain
number or percentage of active Safe Gatherings approvals.
We are always working to improve Safe Gatherings. Thank you for being part of
this important mission, and please let us know how we can enhance our
partnership with you. Together, we’ll make the message stick!
Good Grief Group Meeting
Thursday, December 6 at 6pm the Good Grief Group will be meeting for dinner at
El Dorado Mexican Grill.
st

3627 SE 29th St., Topeka, KS 66605
The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a
difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you there!

HOL Gift Shop for Mom and Dad:
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On Monday, December 3, at 8:30 a.m., the HOL Board will be having the HOL
Gift Shop for Mom and Dad for the children at Heights of Learning. The kids
may select two small gifts for their parents or guardians. The gifts will be
wrapped after the children make their choices. This gives the kids a chance to
do their own shopping to surprise their parents on Christmas Eve or Christmas
morning!
Any donations for the store, or help at the store, will be appreciated. We have a
good supply of gift wrapping supplies. We have quite a few coffee cups, mugs,
etc., on hand. We could use some "cup stuffers" (individually wrapped candy or
snacks, like chex mix; cocoa packets; tea; microwave popcorn, gum etc. to put in
the cups/mugs). The candy or snacks will need to stay edible until Christmas
(if they can wait that long to give the gifts). If you want to bring the snack
items, we can individually wrap them.
We will set-up the store after church service on Sunday, December 2.
The board hopes to have everything needed for the store by December
2. Please see Nancy Ames with questions about this fun Christmas event for
the HOL children.
Dear Pastor Clinger and Congregation:
Thank you for your latest gift of $367 received
November 6, 2018 to benefit Project Wellspring in
Topeka.
Your gift has made it possible for us to meet the
Mabee Foundation Challenge Grant which provided
us $500,000 to complete our $3.94 million
renovation and expansion goal for the GraceMed
Capitol Family Clinic.
As you know, the new Clinic at 1400 SW Huntoon is now open and
services residents of Shawnee County. We look forward to providing
expanded services and enhanced access to medical, dental, vision,
pharmacy and behavioral health for more than 10,000 residents in
the coming year.
We appreciate your support of our work in Topeka and in helping us
meet the Mabee Foundation Challenge.
Sincerely, Dave Sanford CEO

Trustees Report
November 2018
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We are getting new furniture for the Parlor, please stop by and take a look.
 We have replaced the heating unit for the Nursery and Toddler rooms of
HOL.
 We are in the process of repairing and cleaning another heating unit that
heats the Pre-K rooms off of the gym.
 The youth room makeover is almost completed – stop by and see the new
furniture and decor.
 We appreciate the hard work and time Halley and Beth Robinett have put into this project.
 We continue to work on and look for ways to update, repair and improve our
church facilities.
We welcome any suggestions or concerns – please feel free to reach out to any
member of the Trustees.
The next meeting of Trustees will be December 3rd , at 6:15pm


Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chairperson

Youth News
The youth are looking forward to an amazing holiday season! Many of our
youth brought donations, helped prepare, or helped serve for the Breakthrough
House Thanksgiving dinner. This is a great tradition that they love participating
in. We are also enjoying meeting in our beautiful youth room, special thanks to
Halley Robinett as she finishes up the work, completing her Summit Award
project for Venturing. New furniture for the kids will be arriving Dec. 3rd! (due
to weather on the 26th)
Dec. 2nd 6:00 youth group
Dec. 9th 6:00 youth group
Dec. 16th 6:00 Holiday party with surrounding youth groups. Bring a snack to
share and a wrapped gift $5 limit. Join us for a fun gift exchange and some
Christmas Pictionary!
Dec. 23rd No meeting

Shawnee Heights UMW
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NOODLES FOR SALE! Oops, we made too many! Please pick up
homemade noodles at $4.50/quart bag just in time for those coldweather soup and pasta dishes or to give as a gift! Noodles can be purchased after
church on Sundays, at UMW brunches or at First Saturday Breakfasts until they’re
gone. Please see a UMW member for assistance. Thank you!
Please join us on December 15th for Christmas brunch and fellowship at 9:30 at
church! Barb Hoskinson and Cindy Schlink are hostesses. Here’s our festive
agenda:
*Merta Fulton will delight and inspire us with her reading of a Christmas story!
*Ornament exchange! Please bring a wrapped ornament!
*Pack cookies for our homebound friends! Please bring 2 dozen cookies/candy.
Shoe boxes or tins needed.
* Please bring hats, gloves and mittens to be given to area school children.
I CARE suggested donations for December: small bags of sugar and flour; salt and
pepper in shakers.
Thank you for participating in UMW projects and events during 2018! You are all
wished a Blessed, Merry Christmas and Happy 2019!

UMM News:
UMM 2018 Fall schedule
Breakfast and Prayer Group 7:45am in the Wesley Suites on the
dates listed unless otherwise noted.

Sunday Nov. 18 Discussion & Selection of Adopting a family for
Christmas.
Sunday Dec 16. Final plans on gift selections for UMM adopted family.
Sunday Dec. 23 UMM deliver gifts after SHUMC church service.
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Joys and Concerns
December Birthdays
1st
3rd
4th
4th
5th
6th
8th

Carolee Dahl
Jon Hardesty
Oliver Baker
Ray Haywood
Scarlett Ford
Ben Taliaferro
Melissa Lewis

11th
13th
15th
16th
16th
21st
21st

Mina Haywood
Hadley Harris
Staci Fleischer
Kay Hurford
Brandon Lambrecht
Karen Mace
Phyllis Worthington

23rd
23rd
29th
29th
30th

Lorene Cranwell
Elizabeth Lane
Dani Harris
Ozzie Lane
Leland Kling

December Anniversaries
22nd Bill & Virginia Robinett
23rd Robert & Kelly Badenoch

31st David & Toni Boyles

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Laurie Ford, daughter of Scarlett and Rex Ford
Sharla Cooper and Family
Nancy Engler and family
Rex Ford
Tom Naylor, family of Mary Naylor
Merta Fulton

December Events
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Boy Scouts—Mondays, 7pm
HOL Children’s Church—Mondays, 10:30am in the Sanctuary
Bookmobile— Tuesdays, 2:15-7:30pm in the church parking lot
Choir Practice— Wednesdays, 6:30pm in the Sanctuary
First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, December 1st 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate Room.
HOL Gift Shop for Mom and Dad— Monday, December 3rd 8:30am in the Wesley Suites
Trustees Meeting— Monday, December 3rd 6:15pm in the Wesley Suites
Good Grief Potluck—Thursday, December 6th 6:00pm, El Dorado Mexican Grill
HOL Christmas Program— Friday, December 7th 3:30pm in the Sanctuary and Aldersgate
Breakfast with Santa— Saturday, December 8th 8-10am in the Gym
HOL Library Story Time— Tuesday, December 11th 9:30-10:30am in the Sanctuary
Gift to Parents— Saturday, December 15th 9am-noon in the Gym, all kids welcome
UMW Brunch— Saturday, December 15th 9:30am in the Aldersgate Room
HOL Staff Meeting— Tuesday, December 18th 6:00pm in the Aldersgate Room
Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, December 19th
Mission’s Team Meeting— Sunday, December 23rd 11:00am in the Parlor
Christmas Eve Service— Monday, December 24th 5:30pm in the Sanctuary
Office Closed— December 24th & 25th as well as December 31st & January 1st
Up-Close Worship— Sunday, December 30th in the Aldersgate Room, feel free to bring a
food item to share.
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Ministry Teams

Shawnee Heights UMC Administrative Teams 2019

(#)-indicates the year through which that person will serve on that
team
Board of Trustees
Ellis Dahl (19)
Marlene Pantos (20)
Lowell Noragon (20)
Jon Hardesty (20)
Staff Parish Relations
Kelly Badenoch (19)
Carrie Rutherford (19)
Christi Hardesty (20)
Bob Resnik, Lay Leader(20)

Chairperson to be elected by Trustees
Matt Baker (21)
Barb Hoskinson (21)
Bethany Hendricks, Facility Coordinator
Carrie Rutherford (19) Chairperson
Stu Ford (21)
Nancy Ames (21)

Finance
Bob Clelland, Chairperson (21)
Jo Scott, Treasurer
Jeff Claassen (21)
Emily Huffman, Assist. Treasurer
Kris Denton (21)
Bethany Hendricks, Financial Secretary
Bob Resnik, Lay Leader (20)
Bill Paterson, Council Chairperson (20)
Carrie Rutherford, Staff Parish Chairperson
___________,Trustee Chairperson or Representative
Lay Leadership and Development
Barb Clinger, Pastor
Bob Resnik, Lay Leader (20)
Myra Moore (19)

Diann Dennison (21)
Cindy Schlink (21)
Bob Fulton (20)

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference

Bob Resnik (20)

Church Council Chairperson
Church Council Secretary

Bill Patterson (20)
Brenda Kling (20)
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Shawnee Heights UMC Program Area Teams 2019
Children and Youth Ministry Team Cecelia Resnik and Kris Denton,
Mike Annis
Melissa Lewis
Co-Chairpersons
Kris Denton
Cindy Schlink
Staci Fleischer
Beth Robinett, Youth Director
Lisa Ford
Doug Fisher, Youth Director
Samantha Koops
Discipleship and Evangelism Team
Brenda Kling, Chairperson
Melissa Dennison
Bob Clelland
Stu Ford
Brenda Price
Cloeva and Paul Idol
Debbi Kling
Myra Mohr
Brenda and Mike Schirmer
Mission Team
Cathy Patterson/Nancy Ames, Co-Chairpersons
Megan Annis
Bill Patterson
Vicky Claassen
Kim and Don Stewart
Natalie and Tom Copeland
Kristi Wilson
Christi Hardesty
Melissa Lewis
Myra Mohr
Nurture Team
Bill Clemmons
Jo Emerson
Scarlett Ford

TBA, Chairperson
Leland and Debbi Kling
Carrie Rutherford
Jan Hardesty

Technology Team
Doug Bennett
Lisa Ford
Bob Resnik

TBA, Chairperson

Kem Cooper
Christi and Jon Hardesty

Worship Team
Marlys Bennett
Carolee Dahl
Don Stewart

Mina Haywood, Chairperson
Ladonna and Ben Grindol
Aldean Rafferty
Sandy Warren

UMW President
Cindy Schlink
Funeral Meal Co-ordinators Ladonna Grindol and Mae Jean Shandy
UMM President

Bob Gonzales
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Lost and Found
There are a few items that have been left at the church in
the past few months. These items will be hanging up or on the
shelf between the bathrooms in the Gathering Area. If you are
missing a women’s size small brown zippered sweater, a size
large purple coat or a small square Rubbermaid latched food
container please be sure to check if they are yours and pick them
up when you are at the church.

Kitchen Clean-up Clarity
If you, or a group you are connected to, uses the SHUMC
kitchen at any time it is your responsibility to clean up the
kitchen and empty the trash. The kitchen is not part of the
SHUMC custodian duties. Recently, the HOL Cook was faced
with cleaning up messes we left before breakfast could be
started for the children. Additionally, we need to be certain
that all food is contained and/or placed outside in the
dumpster after events as furry little uninvited guests are again
finding their way into our space. In summary:
1) clean it up so it looks better than you found it.
2) empty the trash…all of it, even if the trash can liner is
not full.
3) do not leave left-overs,
unless you know someone is going to come get them
within 24 hours.
Thank you.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, BETWEEN 8:00 AND 10:00
COME HAVE YOUR PICTURE TAKEN WITH SANTA AND
ENJOY PANCAKES & SAUSAGE PREPARED BY
CHRIS CAKES!!
Parents, bring your camera and snap your own photos
at no cost.
This event is sponsored by the Heights of Learning
Board of Directors.
A free will donation is appreciated.

A Christmas

Gift to
Parents
Please take a few hours for yourself this holiday season. Get your
last minute shopping done, or wrap presents or take a nap!!!

Where:

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church

When:

Saturday, December 15th

Time:

9 a.m. - noon

Drop off your child(ren) of any age from 9am-12pm
on Saturday. Your child will be making a craft for
you to enjoy this holiday season, decorating a cookie
or two, and playing in the gym. There will be a
registration form that morning for you to fill out with
any information we need to know about your child
and contact info should we need to reach you during
your “holiday break”. Advanced registration isn’t
necessary but we would appreciate a call to the
church (379-5492) or email (shumc@cox.net) so we
can get an idea of how many to expect and their ages.
Safe and Sacred Certified caregivers in attendance

Merry Christmas from SHUMC and
Big Springs United Methodist Church
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A Note of Thanks:
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My deepest appreciation to the UMW Quilter’s Group for the beautiful
patriotic quilt you presented to me. There was so much work and love
put into the quilt. I was honored to receive it.
Garry Scott
PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY, December 1
7:30-10:00 A.M!
Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship.
Menu: Belgian Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy, Pancakes, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, Breakfast
Casseroles, Fruit, Pastries, Beverages. Donation appreciated. A portion of proceeds goes to I
Care Food Pantry. There will be a craft table with Christmas Crafts and Sweets for sale along
with quart size bags of noodles for sale by the UMW. Andrea and Rusty Simerl will be providing
a free children’s craft in the youth room.

Shawnee Heights
United Methodist Church
6020 SE 44th St.
Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741

