
Mid-Week Reflection 

November 14, 2018 

 

Thoughts About Us 

 The past few weeks during worship we have been pushed to reflect and 

notice all that helps us feel grateful. I encourage you, and myself, to continue to 

write down and revisit the names and events for which we are grateful. That 

practice of “gratitude intervention” does transform us. Some of you heard me 

state that gratitude is both an emotion and a response, often the result of 

awareness and attitude. We then, are to be more mindful of God blessing us with 

the people with whom we interact daily and “once-in-a-lifetime.”  

  Both All Saints Sunday and Veterans Sunday offered us time to share our 

gratitude and doing so moved us even closer to one another and God. Even in our 

pain and fear and uncertainty…much like the people of the first century, the words 

Jesus continues to speak remind us that we do have much to hope for and 

appreciate because God’s love and God’s kingdom really is all about us. We are not 

God’s favored because of what we have accomplished or how much we have 

accumulated or even because of our financial generosity. We are God’s beloved 

because that is who God chooses to be. We are the beneficiaries. It sure wouldn’t 

hurt to re-read Matthew 5: 1-11.  

 Let me share with you a bit of my gratitude list…church edition. This year, 

we celebrated four new members and baptized four children, with another this 

Sunday and one tentative for December. This year, we made the radical attempt to 

connect in SHUMCARE groups. (I know that is still in its infancy but is worth 

celebrating and nurturing.)  I am grateful for the Mission Team and their devotion 

to I Care and Breakthrough House and ODIM. I am grateful for First Breakfast, 

especially the faithful leaders who organize and set-up and cook and clean up. They 

provide a connection to our greater community, donate 10% of funds received to 

 I Care and the rest to SHUMC facility improvements. I am grateful for the choir 

and the gift of music they share with us twice a month. I am grateful for the 

Worship Team who acts as my sounding board for sermons and makes certain we 

have ushers, and greeters and liturgists and the communion elements and hosts 

Easter Breakfast and the Tailgate and Veterans Day and so much more. I am 

grateful…profoundly so…for the Board of Trustees…who almost weekly make tough 

decisions to care for our facility. (We have a new furnace going in today and 

another that needs to be checked out.) Some new furniture is arriving for the 

parlor today and more has been ordered and we hope to have in place by Christmas.  



The youth room is nearing completion. Step in and check it out. I am grateful for 

the skill and faithful work that Halley has done as part of her scout project. Their 

new furniture should be arriving soon as well.  

 I could go on. Finance Team, and SPRC, Lay Leadership and Evangelism, and 

the ever present but in the background Tech Team, and the Children and Youth.  

All of our ministry areas in this modest faith community do amazing work as we pull 

together to be God’s love. 

 Sunday, at 4:00 is our annual All Church Conference. This year we meet at 

Berryton UMC.  At the meeting our District Superintendent, Rev. Kay Scarborough, 

will lead our six area churches in worship and the business of approving our 2018 

reports. For SHUMC that will include our lay leadership for 2019 and the pastor’s 

salary package. Our budget will be approved at the November 28th Church Council 

meeting.  Everyone is welcome to come to that 6:00 meeting.  

 This Sunday is the conclusion of our “Grateful: The Transformative Power of 

Giving Thanks” sermon series. The sermon is “Circles of Gratitude.”  Dr. Bass, in 

her writing encourages us to re-envision our world as concentric circles of 

community, moving outward from “me” to larger and larger circles of “we.” The 

leading scripture is found in Luke, Chapter 19: 1-9.  It is the familiar Zacchaeus 

story. I look forward to sharing the morning with each of you.  

 Coming Up 

  Tonight, Wednesday, 11.14  

    SPRC @ 6 in the parlor. 

    Choir @ 6:30 in the sanctuary. 

  Thursday, 11.15 

   UMW is hosting a funeral meal for an out of state, former 

member of the community. What a wonderful moment of hospitality. Please do not 

bring your food to the church early the refrigerators are full of HOL food. 

  Friday, 11.16 

   Heights of Leaning Thanksgiving Dinner for children and 

families beginning at 11:00.  (That’s why the storage is limited on Thursday.) 

      The kitchen and gym will be full of folks sharing lunch together. 

Echoes Deadline: Monday, November 19th 

Office is closed for Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 22,   

Breakthrough House Thanksgiving Dinner Sign up is still open.  

Serving is Thanksgiving Day. Call the office for more details.  

 

     With gratitude,  

       Barb 


