
Mid-Week Reflections 

September 19, 2018 

 

Thoughts About Us: 

 Last week was one of those sermons that ended up with a “take-away” that I 

was not anticipating.  Four words have been spoken back to me repeatedly since I 

shared them during Children’s Time and in the sermon. Four words, “It could have 

been worse,” are a profound reminder of how much we have to be thankful for and 

have offered us some playfulness while we are wrestling with how to deal with the 

discontent we all feel. The reminder is that we do have a choice. We can complain 

or we can find the good, as difficult as that is at times. “It could have been worse.” 

Those four words compel us to find contentment even in our biggest challenges. 

The sermon is on our website if you missed it or would enjoy listening again.  

 If you missed Sunday, you missed the joy of sharing the sacrament of Holy 

Baptism. Jonathan James and Andrew Stanley mark the 4th generation of ministry 

for me. I had the privilege of knowing and caring for Ruby and John Braun while I 

served as Associate Pastor at First UMC in Lawrence. I can tell you where they 

always sat at the 8:30 service in that sanctuary. I officiated both of their 

funerals. They were Jonathan and Andrew’s great-grandparents.  I was aware of 

their presence on Sunday and it was all I could do to avoid talking about them. 

Instead, I kissed each of the boys after they were baptized. I don’t usually do 

that. It was from Big John and Ruby.  

 We promised those precious boys we will do all we can to help them grow to 

be a faithful disciple of Jesus. It is what was promised for many of you decades 

ago, and what we promise each time we celebrate a baptism. We promise to help 

each other find contentment in God, through Jesus. We promise to nurture one 

another. We acknowledge this is a process of a lifetime…and what a joy-filled 

journey it is.  

 Sunday evening we had a wonderful turnout for the “Sweet Treats and 

Sweet Sounds” event. By my count we had between 65-70 in attendance.  The 

donations were safely stored in the safe and will be counted and a check sent to 

GraceMed later this week. Thank you for attending and thank you 

“artists”…especially Mike and Brenda Schirmer for singing and organizing the 

musicians. Brenda Kling and the Evangelism Team did a great job of providing and 

organizing the ice cream and treats. Next time…do invite your friends and 

neighbors.  

 This Saturday is “Chicken Noodle Dinner.”  It is from 3-7pm and you will 

find all kinds of “baskets” in a silent auction this year. This event is UMW’s big 



fund raiser for the year. They support both global and local missions with the 

donations you and all who attend make. Let’s make this the best year yet. 

 Sunday is Consecration Sunday and the Celebration Lunch. Take time 

before then to prayerfully decide your financial commitment to SHUMC for 2019. 

Notice the funds are for both the Operating Budget and Capital Improvements. 

We will all bring our “Estimate of Giving” cards to the altar as an act of worship. 

If you are unable to be present please return your card by October 1st.  

 After worship Troup 183 will be acting as our caterer for a “sub-sandwich” 

lunch.  The scouts will be paid out of a “stewardship” line item. So, all of you who 

worked hard at the Chicken Noodle dinner as well as all of you who always like an 

excuse to eat out have one and it will not cost you a cent. This is our chance to 

celebrate our blessings and the blessing it is to work together to bring God’s 

kingdom to reality.  

 Monday at 6:00 is the ODIM Guatemala Information/Fundraiser. The 

Executive Director will be here to share the work they do to help provide 

nutritious food and health care to the people of rural Guatemala. Mission Team will 

be providing deserts and drinks. We have a group going again in June 2019. It is not 

too late to become a part of that team.  And, it is a wonderful opportunity to learn 

about this amazing mission.   

 One more thing…Echoes articles are due today.  

 

Hope you are all “enjoying” this last bit of summer heat. Remember,  

  It could be worse. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you Saturday and Sunday and Monday. 

Fun times at SHUMC. 

 

        Blessings and peace and joy, 

          Barb 

  


