
Clarity  

 

  I am pondering changing this monthly reflection to “Muddling Through 

the Messiness.”  It would be great to gain more clarity in our day to day 

challenges, but the older I grow the more certain I am that seeking clarity 

is not a realistic or helpful goal. Instead, I believe we need to “muddle.” Life 

is muddy. Our task is to “muddle through,” which is defined by “achieving a 

certain degree of success without much skill, polish, experience or 

direction.”  In the muddiness of life, confused as we may be, when we keep 

going, we will have a certain amount of success.  

  The thing is we cannot allow ourselves to become paralyzed by the 

“not knowing.” Even though the details of what is to come are not clear, we 

cannot refuse to move. Remember the thoughts I shared last month about 

how to successfully journey into uncharted territory. From Lewis and Clark 

we are reminded to adapt and embrace a sense of adventure.  

  That is not always easy or particularly fun.  It is much easier and more 

fun when we realize we muddle together. This month our muddling becomes 

an official group activity as our SHUMCARE Groups begin. You can still sign 

up. Even groups that have a history, will go through a time of reinventing who 

they are and reclaiming their focus on transforming lives. The focus will be 

on all that is ahead (mountains not rivers) and on learning continually, not 

celebrating or resting on what was mastered long ago.  

  Additionally, we will be simplifying. The sermon series, “Enough,” will 

help us prioritize and celebrate all that we have. When we do, although we 

will not know all that the future holds, we will feel compelled by God’s 

empowering love to more generously respond to the needs of our world. 

Hopefully, along the way we will cultivate a sense of contentment that will 

push us to a new awakening, a new understanding that we truly are blessed 

when we give joyfully and unselfishly of our talents, our time and our 

resources.   

  Again, quoting from our series, Hamilton writes, “Here’s what Jesus-in 

fact, the entirety of Scripture-consistently teaches us: The life that God 

wants for us, the good life, is lived in relationship to other people. The 

prophet Micah asks what the Lord requires of us, and then he provides the 

answer: ‘To do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your 

God. (6:8)  O, God, help us. Help us as we muddle together, in your love.  

        Blessings and peace. 

 


