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 Some weeks are like that.  Some days are. Sometimes stuff happens, and our 

schedules change and what we thought was the plan no longer is. I apologize for not 

getting this communication to you on Wednesday. I hope you receive it Thursday, 

but if not, I can only ask for your understanding and grace for the moment.  I am 

fine.  No worries. It simply was and is a week of long meetings and more than usual, 

and pastoral care that was a blessing to me and I pray to those I offered care and 

comfort and the reminder of God’s presence with us always.  

 So, how are you?  What are you doing to calm your spirit and reconnect with 

God?  I pray you find a moment or a chunk of time to breathe deeply and 

remember all that it is that brings you joy and makes you smile even when you are 

all alone or sitting with a crowd of strangers. I am convinced, as strange as it will 

sound we need to disconnect and reconnect. We need to disconnect from all the 

internal and external messages that are pulling us down. We need to let go of the 

things we cannot control. We need to push worry aside.  Doing so we need to 

reconnect with the One who has called us “beloved.”  Jesus referred to God as 

Abba…a term that would mean “Daddy” or “Poppa” in contemporary English. We 

need to notice the One who not only created us and all around us, but the One who 

created a new way of relating to us, (the life and death and resurrection of Jesus) 

and promised to remain with us always. So, in a few minutes, close out of what ever 

electronic device you are currently using to read this…and be present with our 

loving God. 

 Meanwhile, I remind you to prayerfully consider connecting to the 

SHUMCARE groups. Many of you signed up on Sunday.  The lists are hanging in the 

office window space of our Gathering Area. More info is in the Echoes.  If you do 

not find one that appeals to you or fits your schedule start another…blank sheets 

are there for that purpose. We each need a faith based small group what will care 

for us and that we will care for. We need to be held accountable and help speak 

the truth to those who ask us to do the same. Doing so, we move closer to one 

another and most definitely closer to God. I know some of you think you already 

know one another well, and I know some of you feel you have connections outside 

the church.  That’s great. This is different. We need this. You need this. They 

need this and you. Connect.  

 Sunday my sermon is “Imitate God.”  The text is from Ephesians. Chapter 4 

verse 25 and then 29-5:1. Paul’s words to the people of the first century seem to 

be shouting at us as well. Check it out.  I hope to see you in worship. 



Know you can contact me anytime. My cell is 785-766-4789. 

  

Let’s continue to be God’s love. Embrace that reality. 

 And let’s respond to that love by loving others.  

 Let’s grow our faith…moving closer to God and each other. 

 And with the joy and restoration we feel may we continue to serve others.  

 

 

        Blessings,  

         Barb 

 

 
 

 

  


