
“Growing our Faith: A Lifelong Adventure 

 

 Our sermon series, “The Message Within: Lessons from Kids’ Books”      

continues for the first three weeks of July. Three classics are on tap. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

This is a great opportunity to hear familiar scripture and well known stories in 

what might be a new and relatable and memorable way that helps us each move 

a bit closer to God. It is that relationship, a closeness to God, that solidifies and 

grows our faith.  

 

 The final two weeks of the month will be unique opportunities for our 

growth. On the 22
nd

 we will again be blessed by Don Stewart as he leads us in 

worship. The 29
th

 is another Fifth Sunday, which means we will once again   

gather in the Aldersgate Room for a casual setting and a dialogue sermon. 

Again, several of our SHUMC friends will respond to questions  Pastor Barb asks.  

 

 Do make worship a priority.  It is indeed an opportunity to grow, to become 

who God intends for us to be.  

 

 Additionally, consider attending some, or all of our four week small group 

study, God and the Gay Christian. Words from the back cover offer a glimpse of 

this study and why this study may be helpful to us all regardless of our feelings 

or opinions. “Feeling the tension between his understanding of the Bible and the 

reality of his same-sex orientation, Vines (the author of this book) devoted years 

of intensive research into what the Bible says about homosexuality. Unique in its 

affirmation of both an orthodox faith and sexual diversity, God and the Gay 

Christian has sparked heated debate and sincere soul searching. It is             

contributing to widespread cultural change on the issue of what it means to be a 

faithful, gay Christian.” Copies of the book are available if you would like one, or 

hope to participate in the group. Please notify Pastor Barb of your plans so 

books can be on hand for everyone.  Meeting dates are July 9, 16 and 30 as well 

as August 6
th

. The plan is to get them to you before our first gathering so you 

can begin the reading. We will begin at 7:00 and conclude by 8:30.    
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 I hoped that during our Great Plains Annual Conference, held June 13-
16 in Wichita, we would get some clarity surrounding our denominational stance on 
homosexuality and how The United Methodist Church would modify or maintain 
the current language in “The Book of Discipline.”  So far, all I can say is that the 
“Commission on the Way Forward,” (formed because of a request from the      
delegates from The Great Plains Conference when the 2016 General Conference 
could not agree on any proposals) is presenting 3 possible solutions that will be 
voted on during the February 2019 Special General Conference to be held in St. 
Louis.  

It will not be until July 8th that we will receive the details of each of the 
three proposals. I hoped the presentation we saw at conference would be on-line 
by now, but it is not. At the risk of over-simplifying and confusing you and raising 
your anxiety l will attempt to give you a feel for the plans.   

Plan one:  (referred to as traditionalist) is to leave the “Book of Discipline” 
as it is and enforce the rules and regulations universally. 

Plan two: (referred to as connectional conference plan) allows local churches 
to decide their stance on LGBTQ issues such as marriage and ordination…and 
choose which region to join.  Conferences would no longer be determined          
geographically. 

Plan three:   (referred to as the “one church” model )  suggests that 
churches will provide a generous unity as pastors and churches will be allowed to 
decide how to best function in their context to best reach out to all people   
without the threat of disciplinary action.  

Not so clarifying is it?  The details are going to be important. There will be 
much to work out.  

So during this time of not knowing, I am choosing to remain grounded in 
God’s love.  I love The United Methodist Church because of its global mission and 
open communion table and the understanding that we are each God’s beloved and 
we continue, with God’s help, to become better versions of ourselves.   

That is why I am leading a study on the Bible and sexuality. I hope many of 
you will make time to join the discussion. This is not a study to change minds or 
present new information. It is a Bible study…that is written by a Christian who 
happens to identify as Gay. Matthew Vines writes this in the introduction to his 
book, God and the Gay Christian, “Instead of accepting the divide between more 
progressive Christians who support marriage equality and conservative Christians 
who oppose it, this book envisions a future in which ALL Christians come to      
embrace and affirm their LGBT brothers and sisters—without undermining their 
commitment to the authority of the Bible.” 

He adds, “This is the book I dearly needed when I admitted to myself that 
I was gay. And it is, I pray, an instrument God will use to help bring healing,    
reconciliation and hope to many who need them the most.”  

I invite you into this adventure of discovery. May we learn about ourselves 
and about others. 

May we love…everyone.  
       Blessings and peace, 
        Barb 

Clarity in the Clutter  
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Our Sermon Series– The Message Within: Lessons From “Kids Books” Continues 
 
Sunday, July 1 “Scruffy and Real” 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7 

Wisdom from “The Velveteen Rabbit” by Margery Williams 
Communion Sunday 

 
 

Sunday, July 8 “Connected” Ephesians 4: 2-4 
Wisdom from “Charlotte’s Web” by E.B. White 

 
 

Sunday, July 15 “Created Chaos” Luke 8: 23-25 
Wisdom from “Where the Wild Things Are” by Maurice Sendak 

 
 

Sunday, July 22 Guest Preacher...Don Stewart 
Pastor Barb will be on Vacation July 17-23 

 
 

Sunday, July 29               “Up Close” A sermon dialogue in the Aldersgate Room 
 
 

 Pastor Barb will be on vacation Tuesday, July 17th through        

Monday, July 23rd.  If a pastoral emergency arises she can be reached 

at 785-766-4789. 
  

Missions Team: 

The Missions Team is no longer taking items to the Topeka Rescue Mission.  Donated 
items will be taken to I Care Food Pantry if they can make use of them. 
 

Over $300 was donated to Grace Med in honor/memory of Mothers and special 
women for Mother's Day. Donations are still being collected for the Father’s Day    
effort. 
 

Missions Team sent $200 to Topeka Gives on June 5. 
 

The Mission Team now meets on the 4th Sunday of the month.  We gather in the 
parlor after church and anyone is welcome to attend to add your input and ideas. 
  



Trustees Report for ECHOS 

June 2018 

 

Painting and drywall repair have been completed in the gym, Trustees and 

HOL worked together to have this completed and paid for.  

New flooring has been laid in the Youth Room and Parlor. Thank you to the 

First Saturday Braekfast group for raising the funds to pay for the flooring! 

The youth are working on more updates to their space and we are planning 

to do more updates to the Parlor as well.  

We have accepted a bid to replace part of the sidewalk in front of HOL and 

the Church in late July or early August.  

We are looking to also do some repair to the parking lot and possibly repaint 

the parking lines. 

We welcome any suggestions or concerns – please feel free to reach out to 

any member of the Trustees.  

The next meeting of Trustees will be August 13th, at 6:15pm  

Respectfully submitted,  

Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chairperson 
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Good Grief Potluck 

Thursday, July 5th at 6pm the Good Grief Group will be meeting for a Potluck   
Dinner at the home of Vicky Cochran.  Bring a dish if you would like, although it is 

not necessary. 

3535 SE Tecumseh Rd  
Tecumseh, KS 66542 

The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a       
difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you there. 

 

Thank You Note From Our Congregation 

I want to thank SHUMC friends for keeping my sister, Rosetta, in their prayers. We learned this 

week the new medication is working—not cured but can be controlled. Your prayers are        

appreciated. 

Aldean Rafferty and Family 
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NOODLE-MAKING IS MONDAY EVENING, JULY 16TH, AT 
5:00PM!  PLEASE COME IF POSSIBLE!  12-15 PEOPLE ARE          
NEEDED!  THANK YOU!  Packaging is the next day.  A volunteer sign up 
will be sent by email later. 
 

No July Meeting! 
 

I Care suggested donations for July are:  bar soap, deodorant and       
kleenex.  For School Children, the need is:  Crayola or CraZart crayons (24) 
and Crayola or CraZart colored pencils.  Please place items in bin on top 
shelf in hallway to nursery. 
 

Angel House.  Please bring items for Neema Charles by Sunday, July 
1st.  They will be mailed together in one or two packages. 
 

COMING SOON!  PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR:  

 UMW Salad Luncheon on Saturday, August 18th, at 11:00 AM featuring 
guest speaker, Lavina Wall with I Care Food Pantry.  Our suggested        
donation to I Care for August will again be baby items for Tubs of Love.  We 
will be inviting United Methodist Women from area churches, so please 
come enjoy the fellowship and food, bring a baby item and hear what's new 
at I Care! 

  Chicken Noodle Dinner, Basket Auction & Country Store Bakery is     
Saturday, September 22nd, 3:00 - 7:00PM! Less than three months away! 
The Country Store will again have bakery items for sale, such as:  cookies, 
candy, breads, cinnamon rolls, snack mixes, etc. And, of course, our famous 
Homemade Noodles!  Just for fun and to spice things up a bit, we've        
decided to put crafts and other items in a silent auction.   
So crafters and other donors, please bring your items, in a basket if you 
wish, and they will be placed on tables around the perimeter of the gym.  It's 
not too early to begin planning and making things!       
Remember, all proceeds go to missions!  Thank you for your generosity!  It 
is appreciated! 
 

SHUMW hosted and provided a sandwich/salad supper to UMW District      
Officers on Tuesday evening, June 19th. Fourteen ladies attended to enjoy 
a meal and discuss UMW business.  
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I Care News and Opportunities: 
 

Garage Sale 
The I Care Food Pantry had a very successful garage sale in early June with no       
immediate plans for another until ......... a Friend of I Care donated the belongings 
from his Mother’s house to us. The home has been sold so our challenge is that we 
must work between their taking out what they want and the new owners taking 
possession. We have a short time frame and need many workers to help. 
 
JULY 4-5 WE WILL BE ORGANIZING AND MARKING ITEMS JULY 6-7 WE WILL BE 
CONDUCTING THE SALE 
 
We will not be taking clothes but would welcome good sellable items if you missed 
donating to our first sale this month. Contact Toni Boyles 845-8325 if you have     
donations, questions or find it in your heart to help! 
 

T-Shirts for sale 

T-shirts with the I Care logo are now available.  They are red, 65% polyester/35% 

cotton, very lightweight, cool and comfortable.  Cost is $7.  They can either say,  "I 

Care, Inc. Food Pantry Volunteer" or "I Care, Inc. Food Pantry".  If you would like 

to order a T-shirt, please let I Care Board members Lisa Ford, Myra Mohr or Nancy 

Ames know.   
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I Care 4th Of July Food Giveaway 
The I Care 4th of July Food Giveaway will be on Saturday, June 30, from 9:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at Highland Park UMC, 2914 SE Michigan.  It will be in the 
parking lot, and folks will drive through to pick up their food (just like the 
Easter Food Giveaway).  We will need 25-30 volunteers on June 30.  Youth are 
welcome to volunteer.  If you are able to help at this worthwhile event, please 
let Lavina know (249-2059).  Thanks so much.    

 

I Care Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the I Care Garage Sale.  Whether you 
donated items, helped deliver items to the sale, worked at the sale, helped in 
the kitchen, etc.  It is very much appreciated.  Proceeds from the I Care Garage 
Sale totaled $4,400.   

 
 

Dillon’s Community Rewards: 

Did you know each Dillon's shopping trip you make could help boost your 
pledge to the church? By designating Shawnee Heights UMC as your           
Community Rewards Partner a portion of your purchase comes back to the 
church each quarter. 
 

Simply visit the website below to enroll in the program.  You will need to sign 
in (or create an account) and make your contribution selection using our        
5-digit NPO number - #XJ342. You can find it also by searching for “Shawnee 
Heights United Methodist Church" 
 

dillons.com/communityrewards  
 

If you have previously done this after 1/1/2016, there is no need to do it 
again. It automatically continues until you designate another organization. 
You can use the same link above to check your account summary and verify 
who is your community partner. 
 

Once a quarter Dillon's send the church a check and every amount helps us 
with special projects and needs around our church. 
 

http://dillons.com/communityrewards


Joys and Concerns 
July Birthdays 

   1st   Erica Price 

   2nd    Kyle Scott 

   3rd   Talon Koops 

   5th   Carli Jo Sutton 

   6th   Danielle Szuba 

   7th   Breanna Craig 

   7th   Debbie Edwards 

  10th   Judy Ricklefs 

  10th   Don Whalen   

  12th   Janice Cordry 

  12th   Shari Lambrecht 

  18th   Al Camblin 

  20th   Joe Bonavia 

  21st   Marlene Pantos 

22nd  Brenda Gonzales 

22nd  Josh Haywood 

22nd  Matt Haywood 

22nd  Henry Mace 

22nd  Don Taliaferro 

23rd   Erin Brown 

23rd   Rita Malloy 

27th   Hal Cordry III 

28th   Bob Resnik 

30th   Joey Carson 

July Anniversaries 

  6th    Doug & Marlys Bennett    22nd  Ben & Wendy Rutherford   
  13th  Jon & Christi Hardesty    24th  Joe & Eva Bonavia  
  14th  Robert & Brenda Gonzales   24th  Stu & Lisa Ford 
  15th  Mike & Brenda Schirmer    27th  Garry & Jo Scott 
  22nd  Todd & Staci Fleischer    31st  Hal & Barb Hoskinson 
   

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

Vicky Moore and Family 

Bill and Judy Samuelson and family 

Jessica and Brady Sorenson and family, family of Jo Emerson 

Doris Swallow, friend of Cloeva Idol 

Reba Enke, sister of Cloeva Idol 

Rosetta Lynch, sister of Aldean Rafferty  

Sharla Cooper and family 

Brian Morton, friend of Rex and Scarlett Ford 

Beth Dahl, daughter-in-law of Carolee and Ellis Dahl 

Victor Allen, Troop 183 Scoutmaster 

Robert Moser, father of Brenda Gonzales 
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July Events 

Evangelism Team Meeting— Sunday, July 1st 11:00am in the Parlor 

 

Nurture Team Meeting— Sunday, July 1st 11:00am 

 

Sanctuary and Aldersgate Room rented— Sunday, July 1st 2:00-4:00pm 

 

Church Closed— Wednesday, July 4th for Independence Day 

 

Good Grief—Thursday, July 5th 6:00pm 

 Potluck at Vicky Cochran’s house 

 3535 SE  Tecumseh Rd, Tecumseh, KS 66542 

 The Good Grief group meets once a month and is open to all. 

 

First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, July 7th 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate Room 

 

Hot Topics Class—Mondays, July 9th, 16th, 30th and August 6th, 7:00pm   

 

Finance Team Meeting—Wednesday, July 11th 6:00pm in the Wesley Suites 

 

HOL Staff Meeting— Tuesday, July 17th 6:00pm in the Gym 

 

UMW Noodle Making— Monday, July 16th 9:00am & Tuesday, July 17th 3:00pm in the 

Aldersgate Room 

 

Church Council Meeting— Wednesday, July 25th 6pm in the Wesley Suites  

 

Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, July 25th 

 

Mission’s Team Meeting— Sunday, July 22nd 11:00am in the Parlor 

 

Pastor Barb on Vacation— Tuesday, July 17th– Monday, July 23rd 

If  a Pastoral Emergency arises, Pastor Barb can be reached at 785-766-4789 
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Church Improvement Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above Left: Painting done on Gym classroom walls and doors.  Above Right: Patch and paint 

of Gym wall and painting of supply closet doors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above Left: Finished Youth room floors. Above Right:  Finished Parlor floors 

Bottom Left and Right: Painting progress in Parlor 



   A Thank You to Our Congregation from GraceMed     

Dear Congregation: 

 Thank you for your generous gift of $317 made on June 12, 2018 to Project 
Wellspring in Topeka. 

As you know, the opening of this new, expanded service Capitol Family Clinic will 
offer the opportunity for 10,000 or more low-income and uninsured adults and   

children to receive medical, dental, vision, pharmacy and behavioral health care in 
the community.  

You can view photos of our renovation progress at the new site for The Capitol    
Family Clinic in Topeka every week by visiting the GraceMed Facebook page.  
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Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th Street 

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY, July 7  
7:30-10:00 A.M! 

Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship. 
Menu:  Biscuits & Gravy, Pancakes, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, Breakfast Casseroles, Fruit, 

Pastries, Beverages. Donation appreciated.  A portion of proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry. 


