
“Summertime…and the Livin’ is Easy.”  NOT. 
 
 Some of us grew up with the reality that the pace of life slowed when 
summer arrived. Now, that sentiment is lost on most of us. Summertime is no 
“easier” than any other time of year. In many cases it is more complicated   
because school is out and routines are forced to shift to include child care, 
and camps, and more sports and trips to the lake and time with extended  
family.  
 My hope for each of you, and for your extended families, is you will make 
worship a priority. I am convinced that worship, with others in a particular 
place, (read church) leads us to set aside our individualism and our petty    
concerns and reconnects us with God’s creation and all of humanity. Allowing 
scripture to wash over our weary souls, singing the familiar and not so familiar 
songs of praise, praying our words of confession, and pondering what God 
might be saying to each one of us does renew us. We can choose to be          
restored. We can rest and be empowered by God’s loving Spirit. It may not be 
“easy” but it is do-able.  
 June 3rd is the final Sunday of “Hearing Jesus in a Noisy World.” As 
we do each first Sunday, we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
 June 10th members of our 2017 Guatemala Mission Team from SHUMC 
and First UMC-Topeka will help lead worship.  The sermon will be a dialogue 
between Pastor Barb and four of the trip members.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 17th we start a new sermon series titled, “The Message Within: 
Lessons from Kids’ Books.”   

June 24th the series continues AND…it is Royals Pre-game Worship 
and Pot-luck.  Worship team will provide hotdogs, buns and “toppings.  You 
are invited to bring a side to share. Our meal will be immediately after      
worship. Wear your Royals gear, or the shirts and caps to support the team of 
your choice.  
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 It won’t surprise you to hear me claim that I have always loved to read. 
In many ways reading not only opened me to a whole other world, but offered 
me an escape from my own reality. At an early age, way before Siri and 
Google, I would spend hours reading the Encyclopedia Britannica studying far
-away places and reading about famous and not so famous people and how 
they lived.   
 Reading continues to open doors for us.  John Wesley, the father of 
Methodism, would likely agree. In my office hangs a framed quote of his 
from a letter he wrote in 1790 to a clergy friend. It reads, “It cannot be 
that the people should grow in grace unless they give themselves to reading. 
A reading people will always be a knowing people.” I wish I knew the context 
of this quote. I do know Wesley was thoughtful and firmly believed we   
needed to not only read scripture but wrestle with it to understand the   
context in which it was written and how it might apply to our lives and living.  
 Knowledge gained through our reading and experiences, helps us      
connect with universal struggles and successes of other people at a          
different time. I am not referring only to reading scripture. Even children’s 
literature connects us with common themes of living and growing, faith and 
trust. That is my hope for the series that kicks off on the 17th of this 
month. My prayer is that we might connect when we read the scripture and 
remember well-known stories that express, even if only in a subtle way, the 
foundation of our faith. We are to love: God and people. We are to act out 
that love though what we say and do for and with others. We can celebrate 
what brings us together: all that we share.  
 In this time of uncertainty and anxiety, may we return to God and find 
the peace that is offered. We need not live out the chaos. We can choose to 
live and respond differently, rather than constantly reacting. We need not 
be defined by labels of right or left, conservative or liberal, Republican or 
Democrat, gay or straight, male or female, black or white.  We can be        
defined by God’s love for all of God’s people. Let’s read and ponder and       
become who God created us to be.  

The reality is the church, particularly The United Methodist Church, is 
living in a time of uncertainty. Bob Resnik and I will be representing you at 
Annual Conference the 13th-16th. There is not much as far as legislative 
changes that will be debated. We are still waiting to hear more details from 
the “Commission on the Way Forward” regarding changes in wording of The 
United Methodist Book of Disciple  surrounding disciplinary actions on clergy 
who identify as LGBTQ or those who officiate same-sex weddings. When we 
have specifics we will share them. 

I do invite you to listen and read. There is much to learn while we enjoy 
this great adventure of life…together.  Hope to see you in worship.   

Blessings, 
 Barb 

Clarity in the Clutter  
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Sunday, June 3 “The Power of Connection” Matthew 7: 24-27 
 Communion Sunday 
 
 
Sunday, June 10 “What IS Important!” Mark 12: 28-32 

A Sermon Dialogue with Guatemala Mission Team Members: 
Bob Clelland, Christi Hardesty, Danny Downs and Tricie Young First UMC Topeka 

 
 

Our New Sermon Series– The Message Within: Lessons From “Kids Books” Begins 
 
Sunday, June 17 “Some Days Are Like That” John 14: 27-28 
Wisdom from “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day” by Judith Viorst 

Father’s Day 

 
 
Sunday, June 24 “Strength in the Unknown” Romans 8: 31, 35, 37-38 

Wisdom from “The Wizard of Oz” by L. Frank Baum 

 
 

Sunday, July 1 “Scruffy and Real” 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8 
Wisdom from “The Velveteen Rabbit” by Margery Williams 

Communion Sunday 

 
 

Sunday, July 8 “Connected” Ephesians 4: 2-4 
Wisdom from “Charlotte’s Web” by E.B. White 

 
 

Sunday, July 15 “Created Chaos” Luke 8: 23-25 
Wisdom from “Where the Wild Things Are” by Maurice Sendak 

 
 

Sunday, July 22 Guest Preacher...TBA 
Pastor Barb will be on Vacation July 17-23 

 
 

Sunday, July 29               “Up Close” A sermon dialogue in the Aldersgate Room 
 



Trustees Report for ECHOS 

May 2018 

 

We have received bids for concrete work to repair the sidewalk in front of the church   

between the entrances.  This will hopefully be completed in the coming month. 

We have also received a bid for painting and drywall work in the gym and we are      

working with HOL to determine how best to complete and pay for this project. 

Remember our Community Garden and take advantage of the opportunity it provides for 

you to grow your own produce! There are extra garden boxes available if you are      

interested in getting your hands in the dirt!  

We should have our new storage complete and in place for the Missions donations by 

next Sunday thanks to help from the Industrial Arts program at the high school. 

We welcome any suggestions or concerns – please feel free to reach out to any member 

of the Trustees.  

The next meeting of Trustees will be June 4th, at 6:15pm  

Respectfully submitted,  

Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chairperson 
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Good Grief Potluck 

Thursday, June 7th at 6pm the Good Grief Group will be meeting for a Potluck 
Dinner at the home of Bob Clelland.  Bob will be providing a Mexican Casserole 

as a main dish. Bring a dish if you would like, although it is not necessary. 

925 SE 42nd Ter  
Topeka, KS 66609 

The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a    
difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you there. 

 

 

Thank You Note From Our Congregation 

Many thanks to the SHUMC for the prayers, calls, cards, visits, and outstanding food during 

my recent surgery. I’m forever appreciative of the caring and supportive faith community we 

are. What a blessing you are to us. We love you all! 

Scarlett & Rex Ford 
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Shawnee Heights UMW 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR BRUNCH ON SATURDAY, JUNE 16th, AT 9:30!  We decided to skip our 
May brunch and want to talk about summer activities. Hostesses are Ladonna and Mae 
Jean. 

Agenda items are: 

 UMW District Officers supper meeting at SHUMC on June 19th. 

 Angel House Ministry update.  Collection of items to send to Neema. 

 I Care update--suggested donations thru August. 

 Next Noodle-Making is July 16th at 5:00pm!  PLEASE COME IF AT ALL POSSIBLE! 

 Next UMW brunch will be our Salad Luncheon on August 18th featuring speaker Lavina 
Wall with I Care. 

On the horizon . . . Chicken Noodle Dinner and Country Store on Saturday, Sept. 22. 

I CARE FOOD PANTRY SUGGESTED DONATIONS FOR JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST: 

June:  bar soap, deodorant, kleenex 

July:  bar soap, deodorant, kleenex, and for school children:  CraZart or Crayola crayons (24) 
and CraZart or Crayola colored pencils. 

August:  Tubs of Love (baby items)   

This list as well as other items that are needed is posted on the bulletin board. 

THANK YOU FOR DONATING!  The need in our community continues. 

 

Angel House Update: 

Letters to Neema “Kadoga” Charles: Cindy sent a card with stickers in April and Kelly sent a 
letter with stickers in May.  We understand it takes several weeks to receive the cards/
letters so it may be a while before Neema receives them.  Cindy said postage was about 
$1.50. 

Team Traveling to Angel House: The big news is that there is a team traveling to Angel 
House August 1 – August 12.  This gives us an opportunity to send Neema something.  The 
address is 314 Countryside Drive North, Troy, OH 45373.  Holly suggested a backpack, girly 
pencils, her own personal pencil sharpener, books, etc.  How about getting a backpack and 
filling it with small items?!!  We can start collecting those items at our next meeting and 
through the month of June.  Then we can send it to the Ohio address the end of June so 
they will have it.  I’ll go ahead and get the backpack.  If you want to send something to the 
Angel House Orphanage, not just to Neema “Kadoga”, this is a great opportunity to do that, 
as well.  We can include these items in our package. 

 



  

 

 

Wednesday, June 13, 2:00pm – 7:00pm 

Thursday, June 14, 8:00am – 6:00pm 

 

Bring the kits you have worked on throughout the year to the Annual Conference 

Session to drop off in the truck! 

 Donations will be going to the UMCOR Warehouse in Conroe, TX then on to 

UMCOR Sager Brown. 

 

Please box kits and place an inventory list on top of the box.  Only 3 kits will be 

accepted: Hygiene, Cleaning, and School.  

Please note this important change: sponges have been removed from the list be-

cause the type needed are hard to locate.  Please include $1.50 to cover the cost 

of sponges.  

All kits must be compiled by UMCOR standards, please see item and packing list 

at: http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies  

 If you are unable to locate an item, please do not substitute for something else.  

Place a note on the top of the kit saying what is missing from the contents.   

 

Donations can also be made to UMCOR.  Make checks payable to the Great Plains Confer-

ence and write “901440 (UMCOR)” on the memo line.  Donation checks to UMCOR can be 

dropped off at the truck at the times listed above.  
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Missions Team: 

New Bins:  A big thank you to Trustees for arranging for the building of the new 
storage bins in the Nursery hallway.   They look great and will be perfect for col-
lecting donations for Missions projects.  
Missions is planning to once again offer a Fall Bazaar but we are in need of a 
champion or coordinator who can organize and manage the booths, vendors, 
and such.  If this is something you might be interested in doing, please contact 
Nancy Ames or Cathy Patterson.  
We still have a garden plot available for someone wanting to plant vegetables 
(pumpkins?) or try their hand at growing flowers, or whatever they want to try.  
 
 
 

Bob Resnik, Lay Representative at Annual Conference 
 I will be your Lay Representative at the Great Plains Annual Conference in Wichita in June 

from the 13th through the 16th.  I would like you opinion on the 10 Resolutions, starting on 

page 15, that I will be voting on.  Plus, I am sure there will be Resolutions from the floor on 

“The Way Forward”.  The Way Forward is the proposal that will be coming from the      

Conference of Bishops on how our Church will treat the LGBTQ members and Clergy and 

how our Book of Discipline is changed. 

Below is the link to the conference workbook that has all the information in it: 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/
annual_conference/2018/2018+workbook+with+numbered+lines.pdf  

 

Finance Team 

 March & April 2018 Report  

Accomplishments of Note: Setting Goals for 2018 

Reviewed the MTD Financial Reports as of March & April  month-end: YTD 

Income $6581.34 above projections  

  Total YTD $69,977.19  Budgeted $ 63,395.35  

100% of Global Mission Shares have been paid ($6477.40 YTD)  

      Jeff Claassen, Chairperson Finance Team 

  

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/annual_conference/2018/2018+workbook+with+numbered+lines.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/annual_conference/2018/2018+workbook+with+numbered+lines.pdf


Joys and Concerns 

June Birthdays 

   5th  A.J. Hendricks 

   6th    Doni Lane 

   6th  Brenda Price 

   7th  Denise Everhart 

   8th  Aley Brown 

   8th  David Denton 

   9th  Will Edwards 

  10th  Todd Fleischer 

  12th  Nancy Ames   

  12th  Evan Smith 

  16th  Ronnie Robinett 

  18th  Harlan MowBray II 

  22nd  Eric Idol 

  22nd  Pam Szuba 

22nd  Rebecca Wempe 

25th   Donald Stewart 

26th  Robert Gonzales 

27th  Cecelia Resnik 

28th  Tom Copeland 

29th  Natalie Copeland 

29th  Christi Hardesty 

June Anniversaries 

  2nd  Barb & John Clinger    15th  Rex & Scarlett Ford  
  2nd  J & Jan Hardesty    20th  Gary & Susan Naylor 
  4th  Steve & Shari Lambrecht   22nd  Harlan & Linda Mowbray II 
  9th  Mike & Rhonda Bass   25th  Henry & Karen Mace 
  9th  Keith & Diana Warta   30th  Jeff & Barb Brown 
  11th  Robert & Diann Dennison   

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

Vicky Moore and Family 

Madison and family, friends of Merta Fulton 

Jessica and Brady Sorenson and family, family of Jo Emerson 

Doris Swallow, friend of Cloeva Idol 

Reba Enke, sister of Cloeva Idol 

Carol Allen, friend of Cathy Patterson 

Rosetta Lynch, sister of Aldean Rafferty  

Jim Coe, brother of Cathy Patterson 

Robert Moser, father of Brenda Gonzales 

Brian Morton, friend of Rex and Scarlett Ford 

Beth Dahl, daughter-in-law of Carolee and Ellis Dahl 

Victor Allen, Troop 183 Scoutmaster 

Page 8 



June Events 

First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, June 2nd 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate Room 

 

Trustees—Monday, June 4th 6:15pm in the Wesley Suites  

 

HOL Board Meeting—Tuesday, June 5th, 6:00pm 

 

Good Grief—Thursday, June 7th 6:00pm 

 Potluck at Bob Clelland’s house 

 925 SE 42nd Ter, Topeka, KS 66609 

 The Good Grief group meets once a month and is open to all. 

 

I Care Garage Sale—Thursday, June 7th 8:00am-6:00pm, Friday, June 8th 8:00am-

6:00pm, Saturday, June 9th 8:00am-12:00pm 

 

Annual Conference in Wichita— Wednesday, June 13th– Saturday, June 16th.  

 

UMW Brunch—Saturday, June 16th 9:30am in the Wesley Suites   

 

Father’s Day—Sunday, June 17th  

 

HOL Staff Meeting— Tuesday, June 19th 6:00pm in the Gym 

        

UMW Officer’s Dinner— Tuesday, June 19th 5:00pm-9:00pm in the Wesley Suites 

 

Echoes Deadline— Wednesday, June 20th 

 

Mission’s Team Meeting— Sunday, June 24th 11:00am in the Parlor 
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Thank you and Welcome 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you to Marlene Pantos 
for painting and installing our 

beautiful new garden sign. If you 
have not seen our new garden sign 

check it out, it is truly a         
wonderful new addition to our 

community garden. There is still 
one plot available for anyone 
wanting to try their hand at    

gardening. 

 

 

 

Staff Change 

 Since January, Tom Copeland has been serving as our custodian 
for both SHUMC and HOL.  In March, Tom resigned from the position, 
effective March 31. However, (thankfully) he continued to work for 
SHUMC through the end May, until we were able to find a                
replacement for the position.  Thank you Tom, for the work you did 
for us.  You are right in giving yourself some well-deserved time off.  
   

 The custodial position consists of cleaning the space used by HOL 
five days a week and the rest of the facility one day a week.  We are 
pleased to announce that our newly hired custodian is Philip Myers. He 
is cleaning HOL daily, so if you are in the building after 6:00 do        
introduce yourself. He will clean SHUMC spaces once a week, usually 
Thursday or Friday.  Welcome, Philip.  
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Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th Street 

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY, June 2  
7:30-10:00 A.M! 

Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship. 
Menu:  Biscuits & Gravy, Pancakes, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, Breakfast Casseroles, 

Fruit, Pastries, Beverages. Donation appreciated.  A portion of proceeds goes to I Care Food 
Pantry. 

Congratulations LaDonna Grindol 

LaDonna Grindol was honored at Shawnee Heights 

High School in May and inducted into the Hall of 

Fame for her service to the school. 


