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The idea for this new sermon series comes from a recent book written
by UM Pastor and author, Jacob Armstrong. His book title is A New Playlist:
Hearing Jesus in a Noisy World. In the introduction Armstrong suggests,
“In many cases, we get to choose what we hear. Recent advances in
technology have birthed what is called the playlist. A playlist can be made
for every occasion. But the playlists of our lives include more than music.
Words, messages and voices make up our playlists. More than ever before,
we are distracted, anxious and overloaded by the competing messages of
our culture.”
What would it mean to listen to Jesus, instead? Ultimately that is the
driving question that will shape the sermons for our four Sundays in May
and the first week of June. We are invited to listen up. May we hear Jesus
singing over the noise of our lives. May we put Jesus’ words on repeat so
they will sing into our hearts and guide us into a renewed way of living and
loving.
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Pastor’s Page

Clarity in the Clutter

This morning I saw what I had not seen before. At least I don’t think I
had seen it before. I may have, but the reality is, if I had, I had not noticed
and certainly had not processed the complex choreographed activity
performed right in front of me. It was something quite special in what could
have been missed at the start of an ordinary day.
I arrived about twenty minutes early for a District Clergy Meeting at
Lowman UMC. It was a gorgeous spring day. So, I parked at the far end of
the parking lot and just stood and let the sun warm my body and soul. Then I
saw it. Just to the north across the road, Postal Carriers were loading their
trucks. A half dozen workers pushed their large canvas carts to the back of
their parked vehicles and in a repetitive back and forth dance motion
unloaded all they would soon be delivering. Some finished and pushed the
empty carts back into the facility as others were bringing out a new load.
There was some playfulness in their motion and acknowledgement of one
another. It was a dance, a ballet, graceful and with purpose. For me it served
as both a blessing and a reminder.
The work we each do is beautiful. And, it is even more impressive when
we see it, fully comprehend it, from the perspective of the fullness of the
day and all with whom we interact. I am willing to bet that those I was
observing had no idea what I was seeing. I bet in the midst of their routine,
even on a perfect spring day, they did not marvel at the beauty of what they
were doing, who they were and whose they were.
I am grateful for that movement of clarity. My prayer is my reflection
will offer you encouragement to stop and see and listen to the beauty that
surrounds each of us. I know many of us are struggling with health
challenges, and family issues, and yes…work. I also know that God shows up
for us in the midst of it all. How glad I am that I noticed, just as I was
preparing to “trudge” into a meeting I really had no interest in attending.
I hope this month we will each make noticing a priority. Let’s notice God
with us. Let’s offer God our thanks and praise in worship and during our
prayers throughout the week. Let’s let others know how special they are to
us, how what they say and do changes us and makes us better people. As we
celebrate graduations, and Mother’s Day, and Pentecost (the birthday of the
church), and remember those who lost their lives serving our country…may
we give God thanks for the complex beautiful dance of life.
May we not miss a moment of the ordinary wonderfulness. May we find
moments to rest. I am convinced Jesus calls us to do just that. “Come to me,
all you who are struggling and carrying heavy loads, and I will give your rest.”
Matthew 11:28. Such good advice for us all. Do notice.
Blessings and peace,
Barb

Page 3

Worship Opportunities
Our new sermon series “Hearing Jesus in a Noisy World” begins:
Sunday, May 6

“Let in the Light”
Recognition of Graduates—Communion Sunday

Matthew 6: 22-23

Sunday, May 13
“Do Not be Afraid”
Matthew 6: 25-27
Mother’s Day—and final Sunday for Choir until September

Sunday, May 20

“Rule Followers, Rule Breakers”
Pentecost Sunday

Matthew 22: 37-40

Sunday, May 27

“The Right Words”
Memorial Day Sunday

Philippians 4: 6-7

Sunday, June 3

“The Power of Connection”
Communion Sunday

Matthew 7: 24-27

Stamp Out Hunger
Saturday, May 12 is Stamp Out Hunger Day, and National Letter Carriers will be
collecting food donations to help Harvesters/ food pantries. I Care Food Pantry benefits
greatly from this drive. All Post Offices in Topeka will have a "Champion" assigned to
coordinate the events of the day. Lavina Wall is the "Champion" for the Hi Crest Post Office
at 29th and Adams. She needs volunteers to help (as do all the Post Offices). The day is
divided into three shifts: 9:00 a.m. to noon, noon to 3:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 6:00pm. The
duties will include: 1. Driving rural postal routes and picking up food. 2. Meeting Letter
Carriers mid-route to unload food they have collected from their mail trucks into your vehicle
and delivering it back to the Post Office. 3. Following a walking carrier in your vehicle and
helping collect the food. (Lavina does not think Hi Crest has any walking letter carriers)
4. Helping unload the food at the Post Office when it comes in. 5. Helping sort the food at
the Post Office; i.e. boxes with boxes, cans with cans, glass with glass and then putting them
into big totes to be picked up by Harvesters.
Lavina would be happy to have you on her team. You can sign up to help by calling her
(249-2059) or letting Nancy Ames know (379-5461). You can also go on line to
http://cerv.is/m?0015x9402. Be sure to sign up for Hi Crest. This could be a fun event to do
with a friend, a grandchild or spouse (you drive, them jump out to get the food), or a project
for a youth group, Scouts or a 4-H group.
Thanks so much for your consideration to help.
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Trustees Report for ECHOS
April 2018

We enjoyed being a part of the dedication Sunday on April 15th and being able to
dedicate our newly renovated Gathering Area to the church. We are very pleased
with how the area came together and look forward to completing additional
renovations throughout the church as possible.
The First Saturday Breakfast group and Trustees have agreed that future funds from the
breakfasts will go towards new flooring for the Parlor and Youth group rooms to
match the new flooring in the gathering area and hallway.
We are also hoping to completely update the Parlor with new paint and flooring. We are
working on securing funds to do so.
Spring is hopefully finally going to stick around which means mowing will be occurring
regularly and the Community Gardens will be growing. I believe there are extra
garden boxes available if you are interested in doing some gardening yourself.
We are hoping to have storage in place for the Missions donations before the end of
May thanks to help from the Industrial Arts program at the high school.
We are seeking bids to get the sidewalk out front repaired.
We welcome any suggestions or concerns – please feel free to reach out to any member
of the Trustees.
The next meeting of Trustees will be June 4th, at 6:15pm

Good Grief Potluck
Thursday, May 3rd at 6pm the Good Grief Group will be meeting for a Potluck
Dinner at the home of Nancy Ames. Nancy will be providing fried chicken from
Dillons. Bring a dish if you would like, although it is not necessary.
5630 SW Barrington Ct. N.
Topeka, KS 66614
The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a
difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you there.

Assistant Treasurer Position at SHUMC
We are seeking a person to work part time with our current treasurer.
Training will be part of the process so the new person learns our accounting and payroll
system. Contact Pastor Barb Clinger for more information.
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Shawnee Heights UMW

Angel House, Tanzania, Africa. We have officially become an education sponsor for Neema
Kadogo Charles! This ministry has begun! A Big Thank You to all who have made this
possible! This is an ongoing ministry, so we continue to take donations. There is a sign up
sheet posted on the bulletin board for those who want to send her a card.
Noodle Making. Thanks to all who helped make noodles on April 9 and 10! It was a
success! Another session is planned for July. More info on that later.
I Care. To date 43 towels have been delivered to I Care! This is Awesome for only 3 weeks
collection time! Please continue to bring in towels (new or used/clean), small packages of
personal wipes and toothpaste. Also Deodorant is very much needed! Thanks for your
support of this ministry to our community, and thanks to Cathy and Bill Patterson for
delivering all these items to I Care!
NO BRUNCH MEETING IN MAY. Instead we will meet on Saturday, June 16. More info on
that later.

Prayer Shawl Ministry-

Thank You Notes:

Thank you so much for the beautiful yellow prayer shawl for Winnie
(Hague)! It cheered us up in her last days.
Love, Cathy (Kofoid) and family
-Daughter of Winnie Hague
Thank you Barb for visiting and praying with me and my family while I
was hospitalized. And thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl that you
brought. The shawl was a great comfort to me. Also, I appreciate your
thoughts and prayers during this time.
Sincerely, Gary Newham

Congratulations to Our Graduates!!!
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Graduating from Kansas University with honors:
Mallory Copeland, daughter of Tom & Natalie Copeland
Major-Environmental Studies, Minor-Chinese
Mallory will be attending Lewis and Clark Law College in Portland, OR

Graduating from Shawnee Heights High School:
A.J. Hendricks, grandson of Bob Clelland and son of Bethany Hendricks
A.J. plans to enlist in the Air Force after graduation

Sarina Schlink, granddaughter of Cindy Schlink

Sarina plans on taking courses from Allen County Community College

Graduating from High School:
Bretton Badenoch, grandson of Bob & Kelly Badenoch, graduating from
St. Michael-Albertville High School in St. Michael, MN
Bretton plans on attending Concordia College in Morehead, MN

Gavin Dahl, grandson of Ellis & Carolee Dahl

Graduating from Boswell High School in Ft. Worth, TX

Graduating from 8th grade:
Austin Schlink, grandson of Cindy Schlink
Graduating from 6th grade:
Bug Hendricks, grandson of Bob Clelland and son of Bethany Hendricks

A Special Thank You to the SHUMC Choir:
Dear SHUMC choir,
I can’t thank you enough for the beautiful song you performed at
Winnie’s service celebrating her life. It was such a blessing. Thank you also
for the cross and memorial plaque!
Winnie loved her time with you. The last day she was awake, she
said, “I’d sure like to play at the church again.”
Love,
Cathy (Kofoid) and family
-Daughter of Winnie Hague
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Missions Team:
Garden Flyers:
The Missions Team has flyers inviting people to participate in our
community garden and they are available to anyone who wants to pass one
along to a neighbor or co-worker. The garden is open to anyone and we
encourage you to share the word and invite interested gardeners to join in the
fun. See Nancy Ames or Cathy Patterson for flyers.
Grace Med:
We are helping Grace Med raise money for the conversion of the old
Dillons store on Huntoon to a medical clinic. This clinic will serve the uninsured
and needy members of our community with doctors, dentist, mental health,
and a pharmacy. You are encouraged to recognize Mother’s Day by making a
gift in the name of your mother of someone else’s mother or a woman who
has made a difference in your life. Cards are available in the lobby for you to
announce your gift and they contain an explanation of the gift and its
purpose. This is a nice way to recognize someone special in your life.
Flint Hills Community Closet:
We are collecting gently used business and business casual clothing for
men and women. The clothing is going to Flint Hills Community Closet, where
the clothing is free for students who cannot afford to purchase new clothing to
perform in Debate and Forensics. Some students are not being judged on their
speaking abilities, but on their wardrobe, and the Flint Hills Community Closet
is trying to rectify this issue. We will be gathering donations in the hallway
across from the choir room and delivering to the people in charge of the
Closet. If you have a donation and unable to bring to the church, a Missions
Team member will be happy to come and pick up at your home.
Thank you in advance, and if you have any questions concerning the clothing
please contact Natalie Copeland.
Thank You Marlene:
The Missions Team wishes to extend a big thank you to Marlene Pantos
for the beautiful sign she made for the Joyful Harvest Community Garden.
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Joys and Concerns
May Birthdays
1st Charles Brunner
1st Kris Denton
2nd Chad Price
5th Ellis Dahl
5th Cathy Patterson
9th Rusty Fulton
10th Shirley Brunner
10th Daisy Johnson

10th Arlene Leuszler
10th Ginger McCarty
11th Gavin Hendricks
13th Hal Hoskinson
14th Sandy Warren
17th Bethany Schirmer
18th B.J. Clelland
19th Paul Idol

20th Darin Harris
22nd Kelli Tyrell
23rd Marty Williams
25th Emily Baker
25th Kory Everhart
26th Sharla Cooper
31st John Clinger

May Anniversaries
3rd Bill & Myra Mohr
19th Jan & Carol Gambriell
22nd Bob & Cecelia Resnik

24th Scott & Michelle Terry
26th Mitch & Brenda Cook

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Vicky Moore and Family
Madison and family, friends of Merta Fulton
Jessica and Brady Sorenson and family, she is the granddaughter of Jo Emerson,
she is pregnant with twins and he is being treated for severe medical issues
Scarlett Ford and family as she recovers from surgery
Doris Swallow, friend of Cloeva Idol
Reba Enke, sister of Cloeva Idol
Rosetta Lynch, sister of Aldean Rafferty
All those graduating or moving on and their families as they transition to a
different school or begin their adult journey in this world

May Events
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HOL Board Meeting—Tuesday, May 1st, 6:00pm
Choir- Wednesday, May 2nd and 9th, 6:30pm-These are the last practices until September
Good Grief—Thursday May 3rd 6:00pm
Potluck at Nancy Ames’ house
5630 SW Barrington Ct. N, Topeka, KS 66614
The Good Grief group meets once a month and is open to all.

First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, May 5th 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate Room
There will be crafts for sale as well as a kid’s craft in the Youth Room

Graduation Sunday—Sunday, May 6th
Finance Team Meeting—Wednesday, May 9th 6:00pm in the Wesley Suites
HOL in Aldersgate Room— Wednesday, May 9th 6:00pm-8:00pm
HOL breakfast in Aldersgate Room—Friday, May 11th 6:00am-9:00am

Mother’s Day— Sunday, May 13th
HOL Staff Meeting—Tuesday, May 15th 6:00pm-8:00pm in the Aldersgate Room
SHHS Graduation—Sunday, May 20th 1:00pm at the Expo Center
Church Council meeting on May 23rd at 6pm will be rescheduled
HOL “Stepping Up” Ceremony— Wednesday, May 23rd 6:00pm
Held in the Sanctuary and Aldersgate Room

Mission’s Team Meeting— Thursday, May 24th 6:30pm in the Parlor

Memorial Day— Monday, May 28th Office Closed
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Heights of Learning

Welcome New Members:
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Pictured at left– Sarah Grewing-Richards and son.
Sarah grew up in our church, is a counselor in the
Shawnee Heights School District, and has rejoined our
congregation. Welcome back Sarah!!

Not pictured– Pam Rosebrugh. Pam has been
attending our church regularly and has now joined as
a new member. Welcome Pam!
PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY, May 5
7:30-10:00 A.M!
Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship.
Menu: Biscuits & Gravy, Pancakes, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, Breakfast Casseroles,
Fruit, Pastries, Beverages. There will be a table with crafts for sale as well as a free craft for
kids in the youth room.
Donation appreciated. A portion of proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry.

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
6020 SE 44th Street
Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741

