
We Begin with The Resurrection and Conclude with “Up Close” 
 Easter is the foundation of our faith tradition. Certainly, we gather with family and 
friends, but most importantly we gather to praise God for the gift of life and life eternal. 
Make worship a priority not only on Easter but each Sunday. What a wonderful month of 
worship April promises to be. Come as you are;  leave transformed by God’s grace.  

 
April 1st:  Easter Sunday 
  Sunrise Service led by our youth begins at 7:00 am  
   at Bill and Cathy Patterson’s farm, 5825 SE 53rd St.   

 What a wonderful setting and fun way to begin Easter Morning.  
 Easter Breakfast and Activities for our Children begins at 8:30 
  Worship Team will provide the breakfast casseroles, baked goods and 

  drinks.  Past years tell us there will be wonderful food and plenty of it.  
 Easter Worship is at 10:00 in our sanctuary.  

 The SHUMC Choir will be singing two selections.  
 The sermon is “Now What?” What a relevant question for each of us.  
 We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  

April 8th:  Don Stewart will again share his gift for preaching and leading worship. 

Brenda and Mike Schirmer will share their musical gifts. 

April 15th : “New Member and Dedication Sunday” 

We will be dedicating our newly renovated space to God’s glory as we  
remember and honor those SHUMC members whose memorial funds were  
utilized to help with the renovations.  
Additionally, we will be receiving new members into our congregation.  

April 22nd:  We will be celebrating the “Week of the Young Child” with introductions 

 of SHUMC members serving on the Heights of Learning Board and any staff able 
 to worship with us. After worship we will have a special fellowship time that           
includes an Open House of HOL.   

April 29th : “Up Close” Returns. Worship will be held in the Aldersgate Room around 

 our tables. Three members of SHUMC will share their faith journey in a dialogue 
 style as they respond to questions Pastor Barb will ask them. Fellowship time and 
 worship will be compressed into one. The nursery will still be available for our 
 youngest friends.  

Echoes from the Heights April 2018 

  Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others. 
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 I am part of a small group of UM Pastors who gather together 
once a month to offer one another support and share ideas. We refer to our 
group as “Best Practices” although a more fitting name might be, “Things We 
Tried and Things We Hope to Try to Bring God’s Kingdom to Reality.”  We all 
need to share ideas and information and gain some encouragement in the 
work we each attempt to do to make the progress we hope to make in life. It 
is always good to know we are not alone on this journey and it is wonderful to 
feel connected and affirmed, even respected.  

 

For me, that connection and affirmation is what the Disciples needed 
on the morning they learned the tomb was empty, Easter Morning. They had 
been doing such good and faithful work with Jesus and now he was gone:  
captured, crucified and buried. No wonder they were shocked when the  
women, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary hurried to tell them about the 
empty tomb and the angels and the message they were given. Mark’s version 
of the resurrection, at least what we believe is the original ending tells us 
they were so overcome with fear they fled and said nothing to anyone. In 
Luke’s version, the women ran and told them what they saw and heard, but, 
“Their words struck the apostles as nonsense, and they didn’t believe the 
woman.” And when Peter went and bent to look inside the tomb, “he saw only 
the linen cloth. Then he returned home, wondering what had happened.”  

 

We need each other. We need the community of the church to keep us 
grounded in our faith, when it would be so easy to “say nothing” to anyone 
about the risen Christ, to stay away from the place that might help us grow 
closer to God and gain new understanding, and to just return home…clueless…
as Peter did. That is exactly what this month will be for each of us.  April is 
an opportunity to grow and see and believe, and respond to live differently.  

 

I hope you will make worship a priority. In worship, during the time we 
gather to praise God, we just might see and hear what we could not         
comprehend before. And, as I have suggested before, we all need to be part 
of a small group to process and reflect, and to be challenged and affirmed as 
we grow. Anyone interested in a morning coffee discussion?  What about a 
group to “chat and chew”…do some meal prep while sharing life’s frustrations 
and joys?  Young moms? Movie and a meal…pot luck or shared prep…here in 
the Wesley Suites?   

 

The disciples could not remain in denial. Jesus did not let that happen. 
Jesus, the resurrected Christ, chose to encounter them: on the road to   
Emmaus, on the hills of Galilee, behind closed doors and on the sea shore.  
Jesus chooses to encounter each one of us as well here on the heights. May 
we see and hear. May our lives be transformed.       
          Blessings, Barb 

Clarity in the Clutter  
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Sunday, April 1  
                      7:00am Youth Led Sunrise Service  
                                    at Bill and Cathy Patterson’s Farm 5825 SE 53rd Street 
  
 10:00am Communion Service 
 “Now What?” Matthew 28: 1-10 
 
 
Sunday, April 8 “Faith and/or Deeds?” James 2: 14-26
 Don Stewart, Guest Preacher  
 
 
Sunday, April 15 “For Best Results, Stay Connected”         John 15: 1-5 
 
 
Sunday, April 22 “Seriously” Matthew 18: 1-5 
 Celebration of the Young Child 
 HOL Open House following worship 
 
 
Sunday, April 29 Fifth Sunday “UP CLOSE” Worship Experience 
 “Love Letters”      1 John 4: 7-10 
 Several SHUMC friends will share part of their stories. 
 We will worship in the Aldersgate Room. 
 

Missions Team is collecting gently used business and business casual 
attire for both men and women. 

The clothing is going to Flint Hills Community Closet, where the clothing is free for students 
who cannot afford to purchase new clothing to perform in Debate and Forensics. Some  
students are not being judged on their speaking abilities, but on their wardrobe, and the 
Flint Hills Community Closet is trying to rectify this issue. We will be gathering donations in 
the hallway across from the choir room and delivering to the people in charge of the Closet. 
If you have a donation and unable to bring to the church, a Missions Team member will be 
happy to come and pick up at your home. 
Thank you in advance, and if you have any questions concerning the clothing please contact 
Natalie Copeland. 
 

Assistant Treasurer Position at SHUMC 

We are seeking a person to work part time with our current treasurer.  
Training will be part of the process so the new person learns our accounting and payroll  
system. Contact Pastor Barb Clinger for more information.  



Trustees Report for ECHOS 

March 2018 

 The Spring Clean was successful and we had some great help! The garage, parlor, 

quilt room, Aldersgate room and youth room were worked on and much was           

accomplished.  

 A special shout out and thanks to Jon Hardesty and Lowell Noragon for their hard 

work and countless hours spent sanding and painting the bathroom stalls in the  

bathrooms near the gym! 

 We are working with the Industrial Arts teacher at SHHS and the Mission’s Team to 

develop a space/storage for donations received. Hopefully a SHHS student will be 

building our design. 

 We are pleased to have Bethany as our new Facilities Manager. Having her in this   

position and having her onsite so much of the time will make it easier for all of us to 

handle issues as they arise. 

 We are continuing to work with Beth, Doug and the youth on the Youth Room to 

make it a space that not only the youth can enjoy, but also a space that can be used 

for others in the church to meet as well if needed. 

 The First Saturday Breakfast group and Trustees have agreed that future funds from 

the breakfasts will go towards new flooring for the Parlor and Youth group rooms to 

match the new flooring in the gathering area and hallway.  

 The next meeting of Trustees will be April 9th, at 6:15pm  
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Good Grief Potluck 

Thursday, April 5th at 6pm the Good Grief Group will be meeting for a Potluck 
Dinner at the home of Brenda Price. Bring a dish if you would like, although it is 

not necessary. 

3928 SE Shawnee Heights Rd  
Tecumseh, KS 66542 

The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is having a    
difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you there. 

Thank You Notes 

Pastor Barb & SHUMC Family, 

Thank you so much for all of your support, prayers, and cards after our Mom’s passing.  It 

means a great deal to all of us.   

Thank You & God Bless,  

Melissa Lewis, Kathy Selig and Sharon Bolyard   
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Shawnee Heights UMW 

NOODLE MAKING will be Monday, APRIL 9 @ 9:00AM and packaging the next day, APRIL 
10!  Please mark your calendars!   An email with online volunteer sign up for helpers 
and supplies will be going out in a week or so.  Noodle making in February was           
successful!  Thanks to 15 volunteers, 64 1/2 quarts of noodles were made!  YEAH! 

 

APRIL BRUNCH WILL BE THE 21ST @ 9:30!  Christi Hardesty and Vicky Moore will be 
hostesses.  Please plan to attend!  On March 17th, 17 ladies enjoyed Christian fellowship 
and worked on UMW goals and activities!  Yes, it's not just March Madness for college 
basketball!  UMW is a rockin' and a rollin'!  In addition to noodle making and wonderful 
attendance at brunches, we celebrate the following: 

 

 Our UMW unit earned a SUPER STAR designation for giving for 2017!  Certificate is on 
the bulletin board. 

 I Care Food Pantry continues to be a high priority.  So far 180 deodorants were       
collected and delivered to I Care.  Needs are great, so three items for collection were 
chosen for April and May:  toothpaste, personal wipes--small packages, and towels--any 
size, new or clean/used.  A list of other items in demand is posted on the bulletin board. 

 UMW supports the prison ministry at Topeka Correctional Facility.  Older UMW      
library books are taken to TCF for the women there to read and grow in faith.  More 
books are boxed and ready to go. 

 UMW Legacy Fund helps fund UMW mission work throughout the world.  The 150th 
anniversary of Legacy is approaching, and all are encouraged to help keep this fund on 
strong financial footing. 

Especially exciting and a first for our UMW is the educational sponsorship of Neema 
Charles, a 6 year old girl who lives and attends school at Angel House in Tanzania,         
Africa!  Soon, we will be receiving info- details on sending her cards, her birthday, 
etc.  Making a difference in a young person's life half-way around the world!  Who 
would have dreamed it!  A blessing!  

 

I CARE ITEMS FOR COLLECTION IN APRIL AND MAY:  Toothpaste, personal wipes-small 
packages, and towels-any size, new or used.  Please place items in bins in Gathering    
Area or Aldersgate Room. 

 

Thank you for participating! 



Finance Team 

 January & February 2018 Report  

Accomplishments of Note: Reviewing Goals for 2018 

Reviewed the MTD Financial Reports as of January & February  month-end:   

  January 2018– Actual $14,631.00, Budgeted $14,916.67, Variance ($285.67) 
  February 2018– Actual $15,354.00, Budgeted $14,916.67, Variance $437.33 
   YTD 2018– Actual $29,985, Budgeted $29,833.34 
   YTD Income $151.69 above projections  

100% of Global Mission Shares have been paid ($3238.74 YTD)  

Joys and Concerns 

April Birthdays 

   1st  Bob Fulton 

   2nd  Nicolas Simerl 

   3rd  Bill Clemmons 

   6th  Cole Edwards 

   8th  Ron Harris 

   8th  Sarah Richards 

  10th  Kristan Smith 

  10th  Allison Speck 

  11th  Berend Koops   

  13th  Mike Bass 

  13th  Bethany Hendricks 

  18th  Gary Naylor 

  20th  Barb Brown 

  20th   Samantha Koops 

  26th  Gene Edwards 

April Anniversaries 

29th  Ray & Mina Haywood 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

Vicky Moore and Family  

The Family of Winnie Hague upon her passing 

 The families of Lewis, Selig and Bolyard upon the passing of  Mary Minor   

Gary Newham 

Madison and family, friends of Merta Fulton 

Stan Grewing and family, father of Sarah Richards, as he recovers from surgery 

Jessica Sorenson and family, granddaughter of Jo Emerson, as she is pregnant 

with twins and her husband is traveling to Omaha for severe medical issues  
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April Events 

Church office closed—Monday, April 2nd  

 

Pastor Barb vacation—Thursday, April 5th through Wednesday, April 11th 

 

HOL Board Meeting—Tuesday, April 3rd, 6:00pm 

 

Choir—All Wednesdays in April 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 

 

Good Grief—Thursday April 5th 6:00pm 

 Potluck at Brenda Price’s house 

 3928 SE Shawnee Heights Rd, Tecumseh, KS 66542 

 The Good Grief group meets once a month and is open to all. 

 

First Saturday Breakfast— Saturday, April 7th 7:30-10:00am in the Aldersgate Room 

 

UMW Noodle Making—Monday, April 9th in the Aldersgate Room 
 

 

 

Trustees—Monday, April 9th 6:15pm  

 

 

 

Kitchen and Aldersgate Room Rented— Friday, April 13th 5:00pm-8:00pm 

 

 

 

Aldersgate Room Rented—Tuesday, April 17th 6:00pm-9:00pm 

 

 

 

HOL Staff Meeting—Tuesday, April 17th 6:00pm-8:00pm in the Gym 

 

 

 

UMW Brunch— Saturday, April 21st 9:30am  

 

 

 

Missions Team— Thursday, April 26th  6:30pm 

 

 

 

Quilt Group—  Tuesday, April 24th 9:30am 
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An Opportunity to Change Our Way of Being the Church 
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Heights of Learning 
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Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th Street 

Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 
7:30-10:00 A.M! 

Join us for a delicious breakfast and time of fellowship. 
Menu:  Biscuits & Gravy, Pancakes, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, Breakfast Casseroles, 

Fruit, Pastries, Beverages. 
Donation appreciated.  A portion of proceeds goes to I Care Food Pantry. 

Welcome New Members 

  Left:  

Matthew & Emily        
Baker and sons 

 

  Right: 

  Neil & Abby Pipkin  
and daughter 


