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Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others.

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
www.shawneeheightsumc.org

“Way Words”
Our Lenten Sermon Series is now in full swing. Each week a short verse
or two from the Hebrew Bible and likewise a short passage from the New
Testament helps us find our way in our complex twenty-first century world.
Imagine how different we will each be. Imagine the change in our world when
we follow the words that truly give us life, direction, calm and hope.
May these words speak. Do enter the on-line discussion at “Finding our
Way” a Facebook group created to give us an opportunity to ask questions and
find some answers to the confusion and chaos that is far too common in our
lives.
March 4th

“Your Choice”
Joshua 24:15 and Mark 10:21
Communion Sunday

March 11th

“Helpful Encounters”

March 18th

“They Are Us”

March 25th

“Look in the Mirror”

Exodus 2: 24 and Matthew 11: 28
Leviticus 19:34 and Matthew 6: 12
Joel 2:28 and John 8:7

Thursday, March 29th
“Until”
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
Holy Thursday worship will be at 7:00 pm.
Easter Sunday: April 1st

“Now What?”
Communion Sunday

Matthew 28: 1-10

Save the Date: Easter Sunday is April 1st NO FOOLIN’
Easter begins with our traditional youth-led Sunrise Service at The Patterson’s. It is a gorgeous setting and not far from SHUMC at 5825 SE 53rd.
The outdoor worship begins at 7:00. Lawn chairs are an option. In case
of snow we will huddle on the porch. We do know how to do that!
Worship Team is providing an Easter Morning Breakfast at
SHUMC beginning at 8:30.
Easter Worship is at 10:00 in our sanctuary. The choir will be
singing and this year we will share communion together.

Pastor’s Page

Clarity in the Clutter
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Life is complicated. I know you knew that.
Forgive me, but I needed that reminder.
Especially when stuff happens, bad stuff, I have noticed that I tend to
jump to conclusions and point fingers and seek quick solutions. I have an
image of God shaking his or her head and smacking it every time I react that
way. And I confess, that is how I felt when the horror of Marjory Stoneman
Douglas played out on the news. I wanted to find someone or something to
quickly blame so I could delude myself into thinking we could solve the
complex challenge of anger and marginalization and high powered easily
available weapons. I understood the anger and passion of the students. I too
wanted the elected officials to know I/we were not going to take this
anymore.
Fortunately, Jesus tapped me on the shoulder. It happens. I realize
that may sound weird but honestly there is no other way to explain it. Jesus
captured my attention and I keep hearing him say, “Father, forgive them…”
What? Forgive them? Forgive the lobbyists, the legislators, the gun manufacturers, the security guards, the sheriff, the owner of the gun store, the
parents, the shooter? Really?
Forgive them. It is not easy. How did Jesus forgive? Was it that he was
able to love so completely, that he couldn’t not forgive? Even so, we know he
struggled. He asked if there wasn’t another option.
I am working on forgiving. Doing so frees me from my anger and I
suspect all of us, when we forgive, begin processing in a more loving, more
thoughtful way that moves us to no longer grasp for quick fixes but to
search for long-term systemic change. I invite you to do the same. And, as
many of you heard me say in worship, even though the students claimed they
don’t want “thoughts and prayers,” they do. Do keep praying for all the
students and staff and the entire community of Parkland, Florida. In
addition, contact your legislators and listen to those much move informed
about gun violence and the needs of our students and teachers than many of
us are. We can forgive and we can help bring positive change. It isn’t easy.
I wonder, who else do I need to forgive? Who do you need to forgive?
Do we need to forgive ourselves? I am convinced forgiveness is a key to our
healing and eventual wholeness. For the month of March we will have an
opportunity to begin forgiving. Each Sunday, during worship we can choose to
place a forgiveness note at the cross. There will be paper available as you
enter the sanctuary. You may write as little or as much as you want. Write
out who you are forgiving. Write why you need to be forgiving. I will do so
every week. It is a process of transformation.
May we each feel Jesus tap us on our shoulders. May we hear his
words, calling out to us, “…forgive them.” May we grow in love and peace.
Barb
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Worship Opportunities
Our Sermon Series for Lent: “Way Words” continues
Sunday, March 4

“Your Choice”
Communion Sunday

Joshua 24: 15 &
Mark 10:21

Sunday, March 11

“Helpful Encounters”

Exodus 2: 24 &
Matthew 11: 28

Sunday, March 25

“Look in the Mirror”

Joel 2: 28 &
John 8:7

Holy Thursday
“Until”

1 Corinthians
11: 23-26

Thursday, March 29

Sunday, April 1
Easter Sunday
7:00am Sunrise Service at Patterson’s Farm led by SHUMC Youth Group
5825 SE 53rd St.
8:30am Easter Breakfast provided by Worship Team

10:00am Traditional Service in Sanctuary
“Now What?”
Communion Sunday

Matthew 28: 1-10

Bethany would like to get Bell Choir going again. If you would be
interested in learning how to play the handbells or have played
before and would like to play again, please let Bethany know. Email
her at bethanyjhendricks@hotmail.com or shumc@cox.net.
Everyone is welcome!

Trustees Report
March 2018
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Trustees met February 12th and elected the following officers for 2018:



Vicki Claassen, chair



Marlene Pantos, vice chair



Lowell Noragon, secretary



We welcomed Jon Hardesty to the committee



Updates and final touches to the Gathering Area have been completed



Barb Hoskinson requested that the First Saturday Breakfast group be given
a project to work towards helping to fund


Discussion began about updating both the Youth Room and Parlor for
more practical, comfortable and regular use
All Church Spring Cleanup will take place March 10th 8am-Noon. Areas of
particular interest will be the Scout Hut (Garage), Parlor room, Youth room,
Quilt room, Wesley Suites including bookcases, and other various areas of
the church. PLEASE consider joining us to help out, we would appreciate any
help we can get, whether it’s for the full 4 hours or just an hour or two. We
will be getting rid of things and donating items to I Care for their spring/
summer garage sale. We don’t want to dispose of something you want or
need so please be present or communicate if you have items that need to remain at the church!


Trustees will meet next on April 9th at 6:15pm

Good Grief Potluck
The Good Grief Group will be meeting Thursday, March 1st at 6pm
at the home of Bob Clelland 925 SE 42nd Ter, Topeka, KS 66609 for
a Potluck Dinner. Bob will be serving Stroganoff with rice or noodles.
The Good Grief Group is for anyone that has lost a loved one or is
having a difficult time. All are welcome and we would love to see you
there.

Shawnee Heights UMW
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Shawnee Heights UMW has begun a new global mission! It was approved at our
February meeting to sponsor a child from the Angel House Orphanage in
Tanzania, Africa! At our salad luncheon in August, we learned of this
mission through speaker Holly Heyroth Opundo. She and her husband work at
Angel House, although they are currently in Kansas for the birth of their
son Sam, who was born in November.
Angel House provides a loving home environment to help meet every child’s
needs including meals, clothing, medical care and educational fees. We have
chosen Neema Charles, a little girl who is 6 years old. She lost both her
parents in an accident 3 years ago.
The cost to fully sponsor a child Neema’s age is $3000 a year, however, we have chosen
as a group to become an Education Sponsor at $40/month or $480/year.
This provides tuition, uniform and exam fees. Several have chosen to
donate $40. There are opportunities for many people to become sponsors.
All donations are welcomed!
If you would like more information and/or a donation form, please contact Kelly
Badenoch.
Information is also on the bulletin board near Pastor Barb's office. Anyone wishing to
donate, please make checks payable to SHUMW and give to Kelly. She will then write
one
check to Angel House.
*****
Please join us for brunch on March 17th at church at 9:30. Hostesses are Cathy
Patterson and Scarlett Ford. Agenda items include: update on Angel House
sponsorship, update on noodle making, I Care collection item for April, and
UMW Legacy Fund.
*****
I Care collection item for March is deodorant. Please place your donation in
the basket inside the front door or in the basket in the Aldersgate Room.
Thank you for donating!

Ministry Opportunities
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Hello everyone,
I am again asking for your help to sign up for Sunday Morning Nursery which we have
available for families of young children. The following information will describe what is
needed to keep this important ministry at Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church.
1. We need many more Safe Gatherings Certified Volunteers. We currently only have
a handful who are able to fill the Mandatory Certified slot each week.
2. We also need a 2nd volunteer each Sunday who need not be currently certified.
Volunteer opportunities for SHUMC Nursery are now open.
Please click on the following web link (or copy it into your web browser if clicking
doesn't work) to go to the signup sheet:
Signup page: SHUMC Nursery Attendants Spring 2018
To sign up, just follow the instructions on the page. It only takes a few seconds to do.
Thank you for volunteering!
Below is the information about how to become Safe Gatherings Certified:
SAFE GATHERINGS
www.safegatherings.com
Safe Gatherings is a comprehensive system that incorporates an online application,
online abuse prevention training, several levels of background checks, and paperless
reference checks for people who volunteer or are employed with churches, schools, and
organizations that serve or work with children, youth, and vulnerable adults.
You will need two references: a lay person, who could be a church friend-unrelated to
you, and a clergy reference. Please use Pastor Barbara Clinger for the clergy reference.
Her info is:blclinger@gmail.com and her cell is 785-766-4789.
There is the application form, the training modules, the release of information form and
payment info. $35 is for the background check. SHUMC will refund the $35 to you upon
successful completion of the course. The course allows you to begin and save your work
to continue later if necessary.
Thanks for your interest and help. Let me know if you have any questions.
To those of you who have already signed up - a million thank you's to you!
SHUMC VOLUNTEERS ROCK!
Cecelia Resnik
thumbelina66@sbcglobal.net
785-230-6112

Thank You Notes
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Thank you for joining us on Scout Sunday this year. Your participation in our annual Scout Sunday lunch helps our scouts attend Summer Camp and other activities.
Thank you too for your support by chartering us for the past 44 years.
Scouts and Leaders of Troop 183
Thank you to the SHUM Prayer Shawl Ministry Team for making the beautiful Prayer Shawl, and to Pastor Barb for presenting it after my brother Mike’s death. We
appreciate too the cards, the prayers, and the comforting words from our SHUM
church family during Mike’s illness and passing.
Jo and Garry Scott

Memory Tree Ornaments
If you have not already picked up your ornament from the Memory
Tree, please do so. We do not have the room to store them until
next year and we would hate to loose a precious memory from
your loved ones. The ornaments are in the basket on the table in
the Gathering Area.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST BUFFET AT CHURCH ON SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 7:30-10:00 A.M!
Enjoy a delicious breakfast and fellowship for our Community!
Menu: Biscuits & Gravy, Pancakes, Bacon, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,
Breakfast Casseroles, Fruit, Pastries, Beverages.
Free will donation appreciated. A portion of proceeds goes to I Care
Food Pantry.
Easter Crafts will be available for purchase.

March Events
First Saturday Breakfast Buffet
March 3, 2018 - 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
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Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
6020 SE 44th SE Street, Tecumseh
Breakfast casseroles, scrambled eggs, fried potatoes, biscuits & gravy,
sausage/bacon, fruit, breakfast pastries, and lots more.
Crafts will be for sale on the craft table featuring Easter crafts.
PUBLIC WELCOME
Freewill Donation Appreciated

Finding our Way—Facebook scripture study group
Choir—All Wednesdays in March 6:30pm in the Sanctuary

Good Grief—Thursday March 1, 2018– 6:00pm
Potluck at Bob Clelland’s house
925 SE 42nd Ter
The Good Grief group meets once a month and is open to all.

HOL Chili Feed and Silent Auction—March 9th 4-7pm
All Church Clean—March 10th 9am-Noon
Finance Team—March 14th 6pm
UMW Brunch— March 17th 9:30am
HOL Staff Meeting—March 20th 6-8pm in the Aldersgate Room
Missions Team—March 22nd 6:30pm
Quilt Group— March 27th 9:30am
Church Council—March 28th 6pm
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Heights of Learning
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Joys and Concerns
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March Birthdays
2nd Barb Clinger
3rd Charlotte BonjourChase
5th Zeke Zimmerman
8th Bob Clelland
9th Michelle Terry
10th Dusti Johnson
12th Mitch Cook

12th
13th
13th
15th
18th
19th
21st

Myra Mohr
Jan Gambriell
Bryce Moore
Mary Ann Newham
Aldean Rafferty
Cloeva Idol
Staci Lambrecht

23rd Ryan Schirmer
24th Jacob MowBray
27th Brenda Kling
28th Lauren Fleischer
29th Kem Cooper
29th Matt Mohr
30th Kim Stewart

March Anniversaries
10th Lowell & Barb Noragon

26th Lindsay & Matt Winter

25th Mark & Beth Robinett

28th Keith & Pam Szuba

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Vicky Moore and Family
The Family of Winnie Hague
The families of Lewis, Selig and Bolyard upon the passing of Mary Minor
Jo Scott and family upon the passing of her brother , Mike Counts

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
6020 SE 44th Street
Tecumseh, KS 66542-9741

