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Echoes from the Heights

February 2018

Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others.

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
www.shawneeheightsumc.org

February: Live out the Love
This short month offers a great opportunity for growth beyond our waistlines.
This month can be all about love…
but that love need not be defined by chocolate or flowers or fancy dinners
or cards that may or may not speak the truth about our love.
The love we receive as followers of Jesus is so filling and so life changing that it
compels us to love others…
not just those who love us.
This love God gives us is transformative.
We are changed and we then change the world through our love.
A great way to grab the love we have been given once again is to plug back into
worship. Through worship we praise the One who never doubts us and never gives up
on us. Through worship we move into a deeper relationship with God.
Here’s the Worship Menu for February.
It promises to be filling.
Sunday, February 4th: The primary preaching text is Matthew 6: 1-6.
The sermon is “This Not That.” We will celebrate the sacrament
of Holy Communion.
Sunday, February 11th: The text is Genesis 9: 8-17.
The sermon is “Never Again.” This is UMW Sunday.
Wednesday, February 14th: Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the forty days,
not counting Sundays that lead us to the cross and the empty tomb of Easter.
There will be a brief worship service and an imposition of ashes at 6:00. Do note
the earlier start for this service. The hope is many can attend and romantic
celebrations can be planned for just a little later this evening.
Sunday, February 18th: This marks the First Sunday of Lent.
It is also the beginning of our sermon series, “Way Words.”
Author John Indermark suggests, “Way Words” are concise phrases or sentences
in the Bible that illuminate what it means to journey by faith.” Genesis 1: 31 and
Matthew 28: 19-20 will be the basis of the sermon titled, “Way Good.”
Sunday, February 25th: Our series continues with “You Are It.”
The scriptures for the morning are Exodus 3: 10 and John 12: 26
I invite you to read the scriptures for the week throughout the week. Let them
guide your thoughts and prayers. May they illuminate what it means for each of us to
journey by faith. Respond to the love we have been given.
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Clarity in the Clutter

Sometimes the clutter is more like fog than clutter. Sometimes, the
lack of clarity, and therefore the hesitancy to choose a path or a direction feels like a thick veil of “not knowing” pea soup fog. And for me, that
uncertainty is often paralyzing. Since I am not sure what to do, which direction to head or how to respond to the situation I do nothing, which is
of course, something. That paralysis which often stops me, and I imagine
you, from moving forward, changing, or risking attempting something different can powerfully hold us captive in a place we do not want to be. And,
there we stay for far too long, not particularly comfortable and certainly
not pleased with the situation.
Maybe this not only describes us individually but collectively as a
faith community and as a denomination. We don’t know what to do. We are
not sure which direction to take. So, we do nothing or nothing more than
what we have always done and we wonder why things don’t get better or
different or at least a bit more engaging. The answer? We have to take a
step in a new direction. Doing so is a bit scary and may prove to be the
wrong direction, but taking action is far better than remaining stuck.
So what do we do? How do each of us move forward while we wait
for the fog to lift and the path to be clear or at least clearer? I suggest
we remember what grounds us. As United Methodist Christians, we understand that which grounds us is scripture. The foundation of our faith
is scripture. Experience, tradition and reason with scripture encourages
us to live a faithful life of movement ever closer to God and one another.
So, in the weeks to come let’s focus on scripture. None of the readings for the month of February are long. Let’s focus on scripture and talk
about how they speak to us and do so electronically. I set up a special Facebook Group. It is “Finding our Way.” I already added a few of you who
are always on fb. It is a closed group but all you need to do is ask to be
added. Note the group name has lower case “our,” as the correct “Our,”
was already in use by another group. If you needed help getting connected to Facebook, Bethany will be happy to help you. I will too…but I’m not
sure I can talk you through it as well as she could.
Let’s embrace God’s love through scripture and grow our faith as we
grow closer to one another. That is who we are to be: people who love God
and love others. May God continue to urge us into something new, walking
with us as we step into the future and away from all that has kept us
stuck.
Blessings and peace,
Barb
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Worship for the New Year
Sunday, February 4

“This Not That”
Communion Sunday

Matthew 6: 1-6

Sunday, February 11

“Never Again”
UMW Sunday

Genesis 9: 8-17

Wednesday, February 14

Ash Wednesday Service
Our Season of Repentance, Lent Begins

6:00pm

Our Sermon Series for Lent Begins: “Way Words”
Sunday, February 18

“Way Good”

Genesis 1: 31 and
Matthew 28: 19-20

Sunday, February 25

“You are It”

Exodus 3: 10 and
John 12: 26

Sunday, March 4

“Your Choice”
Communion Sunday

Joshua 24: 15 and
Mark 10:21

Sunday, March 11

“Helpful Encounters”

Exodus 2: 24 and
Matthew 11: 28

Sunday, March 25

“Look in the Mirror”

Joel 2: 28 and
John 8:7

Thursday, March 29

Holy Thursday
“Until”

1 Corinthians
11: 23-26
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SHUMC Veterans Honored
Four veterans were honored with Quilts of Honor during Worship on Sunday, December 10, 2017. The quilts
were made by members of the Quilt Group and quilted by Jean McDonald of Topeka. Those honored were:
Bob Badenoch
Bob enlisted in the Marine Corp after high school in 1961. He was
assigned to A Company, 3rd Marines, Recon. The Recon base was
at the northern end of Okinawa. Early in 1963, Bob’s unit was assigned to do hydro surveys of Viet Nam’s delta waters to determine
their length and depth. Later, working off Destroyers and other
ships, they were sent on numerous “special missions” to find and
investigate crash sites, retrieve survivors, provide security escort for
VIP’s and to obtain VC for intelligence gathering. Late in 1963 Bob
transferred back to the States, to the Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, in Arizona. He received the rank of Lance Corporal and was
discharged from active duty in midsummer of 1964.
Kelly and Bob designed Bob’s quilt and Kelly sewed it, using a Marine Corps flag that Bob purchased

Bob Resnik
Bob's military career spanned 20 years beginning in 1969 with the
Marine Corp Reserve at Paris Island Camp Lejeune. From there he
joined the Marine Corp Infantry Reserve Unit in Kansas City, transferred to the Wichita Marine Corp Reserve as a Radio Repairman
and was promoted to Staff Sergeant. In 1977 Bob joined the Topeka Army National Guard 135th Signal Detachment. He was promoted to Sergeant 1st Class as an Instructor at the Kansas NCO Academy in Salina. Beginning in 1987 Bob served as Company First Sergeant with the 25th Infantry Division Headquarters Company. Here
he was awarded the Meritorious Service Ribbon as well as the Army Achievement Medal Ribbon. In March of 1989 Bob received
the Rank of First Sergeant and shortly thereafter retired.
Bob and Cecelia are shown with Bob’s Quilt which was made by
members of the Quilt Group.
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Dave Engler
David graduated from Washburn Rural High school on May 29th,
1964 and 11 days later was on his way to Navy boot camp in San
Diego California. He left boot camp for electronics training at
Treasure Island in San Francisco and cryptography school in Vallejo. He then went to Newport, Rhode Island to board a destroyer
called the Massey. The Massey left Newport to go to Vietnam.
They passed through the Panama Canal and into the pacific and
arrived at Yankee station in the Tonkin Gulf where they cruised off
of Vietnam providing gunfire support for ground forces and rescue
service for carriers as well as performing picket duty assignments. David was discharged from the Navy in May of 1968 with
the rank of ETN2.
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Nancy and Dave are shown with Dave’s quilt which was made by
members of the Quilt Group.
Don Stewart
Don was in the U. S. Air Force from September 1971 to August
1975. Following basic training, he studied Mandarin Chinese in
Monterey, CA, after which he was sent to a second school at Goodfellow AFB in San Angelo, TX. From there he was assigned to Osan
AFB in South Korea as a Chinese linguist. There he met Hyang Kim
“Kim” and they were married. In March 1974, he was transferred
to the Offutt AFB in Omaha where he became a High-Altitude Reconnaissance Photo Interpreter, reading and analyzing imagery
from U-2 and SR-71 aircraft. Don was discharged from active duty
in August 1975 and he and Kim moved back to Fort Worth, TX.
Kim and Don and their son Chris are shown with Don’s quilt which
was made by members of the Quilt Group.

Topeka District Gathering– Learning and Growing Together
Saturday, February 10th at Topeka First UMC (600 SW Topeka Blvd.) 9:30am-2:30pm
Bishop Ruben Saenz, Jr will preach and teach! More info available on church windows.
Sign up sheets available on the Information Desk in the Gathering Room. Registration due
by the 6th.
Schedule:
9:30– Registration

12:15– Lunch (provided by the district)

10:00– Welcome and Worship

1:15– Workshop #2

11:00– Workshop #1

2:30– Departure
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The gathering area and entryway project is nearly complete. Hopefully by the time that
this is printed the new quilt/wall hanging and Pastors pictures will be hung. Additional crosses can be added to the entryway wall as they are brought to the church as
well.
The project has been completely funded and paid for and I believe we actually came in
slightly under what we budgeted, which was a pleasant surprise.
We are working with the Missions Team to develop a space/storage for donations received. We are hoping to find someone to build, or somewhere to purchase storage
that will be placed down the hall opposite the Pastor’s office to collect any donated
items.
Marlene is working to get rid of the old organ that is now in pieces in the choir robe
room. (Please see the article regarding this included in this edition of the ECHOES) If
no one is interested in it then it will be donated.
We have plans to work with Beth, Doug and the youth on the Youth Room to make it a
space that not only the youth can enjoy, but also a space that can be used for others
in the church to meet as well if needed.
We are trying to find the best way to address the need for snow/ice removal for HOL
and the church when bad weather occurs. Since we do not have a facility manager it
has been left to the Trustees to take care of this. We are open to having volunteers
help out with this if anyone is interested. We may also consider paying some of our
older youth members to help out. Thankfully it is not something that is a regular occurrence but we do need a plan in place.
Jon Hardesty joined the Trustees committee as of the first of the year. We are excited to
have him on board.
The next meeting of Trustees will be February 12th, at 6:15pm at which time a new chairperson will be elected.
Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chairperson
UMCOR Donation
On Dec. 1, 2017 we presented a check for $1350.00 to UMCOR for Disaster Relief.
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Feb. 11th is UMW Sunday! United Methodist Women will be greeters, readers, ushers
and will provide fellowship coffee. We will also recognize three people who have especially supported UMW mission projects over the past year.
PLEASE JOIN US for UMW Brunch on Saturday, Feb. 17, at 9:30! Hostesses are Barb
Hoskinson and Cindy Schlink. Agenda items include: Prayer & Self Denial Lesson, 2018
Yearly Agenda, collection item for I Care, and possibly adopting a child from Angel
House in Africa.
No Health Kit items will be collected this year because the Bishop's Roundup Against
Hunger has ended. Instead, we will collect items of special need each month for I
Care. For February, we'll collect deodorant. Please leave your donations in the basket
by the front door or in the basket in the Aldersgate Room. Thank you!
Please join us in making NOODLES on Monday, Feb. 26, and packaging/cleanup on the
27th. Donations of eggs and flour are needed, and a Volunteer Signup will be sent
out. We have a list of people wanting noodles from September, so we want to get going
on them! Your donations and time are appreciated!
There was a good group of 14 ladies at our Jan. 20th brunch who enjoyed having first
peek at the 2018 Reading Program Books! These new books are in the library
now! Please stop by and check out a book!

Youth Ministries
Join us each Sunday at 6 p.m.
The youth have just begun a four week study on choices.
Follow the biblical stories where those who came before us made their choices
and how those turned out. Did you know the average person makes 34,000
choices each day? It can be difficult to know which choice to make.
Come and found out what the bible suggests to help you out with that!!!
All of this is paired with super fun games and social time with an amazing group
of youth! Don't miss out!!
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Missions Team
Spring is Coming! It may be hard to believe on these cold nights but Spring is coming
and it will be time to plant. The Community Garden will be starting up again and it is
time to think about having a small garden of your own. The team will be adding more
beds this year so more people can have the pleasure of watching things grow. They are
open to anyone. Church members, neighbors, random passers by! Join in the pleasure
and therapeutic benefits of seeing the fruit of your labors and sharing all that with fellow gardeners. If you have an itch to plant, let Nancy Ames or Cathy Patterson know and
we will reserve a bed (or part of a bed) plot for you. Think spring planting and a summer
of enjoying your garden before you dine on your own produce in the fall.
Thank you. The Missions Team wants to thank the congregation for the wonderful response given to the Christmas Angel Tree. The outpouring of gifts for the three families
was a wonder to see and there was enough cash left over that the church was able to
help a fourth family have a Christmas. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! This effort
went so well that we plan to help a larger number of families next year. Isn’t this the
greatest church family you could wish for?

Worship Opportunities
Nursery Ministries
We are looking for a few more volunteers to help in the Nursery on Sunday mornings.
There is an opening for a “Safe Spaces” certified volunteer for February 11th and an
opening for a non-certified volunteer for March 11th. Please contact Cecelia Resnik to
volunteer for these positions. She will also be starting to fill the openings after March
25th soon so please contact her to sign up for those.

Fellowship Time
LaDonna Grindol is in charge of Fellowship Time sign up and is inviting you to help.
Those who sign up for Fellowship Time will make coffee and juice and provide refreshments following worship. Please contact LaDonna or sign up on the sheet found on the
information desk in the Gathering Area. Fellowship Time supplies are provided in the
cabinet across from the coffee pot and will be labeled.
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Caring for Our New Floor
*Sweep or vacuum regularly to remove dirt which can scratch floor. DO NOT use
vacuum with “beater bar”
*Wipe up spills as soon as possible. Never use abrasive scrubbing tools.
*Wash floor with vinyl floor cleaner
*DO NOT use detergents, abrasive cleaners or “mop and shine” products.
*DO NOT use paste wax or solvent based polishes.
*Armstrong Once ’n Done Floor Cleaner is the recommended product.

Memory Tree Ornaments
If you have not already picked up your ornament from the Memory Tree, please do so.
The ornaments are on the first pew closest to the piano.

Organ Available
We are looking for a new home for the old organ that is currently in the choir robe room. Right now it is in pieces, but could possibly be reassembled,
or the wood and keys used to create something else. If you are interested in giving the
old organ a new home, please contact one of the trustees. You may wish to give a donation to the church, but that isn’t necessary unless you want. Mainly, we’d like to find
a new home for it. The organ will be donated elsewhere if no one from SHUMC wants
it. We’d like your offers by the end of February. Thank you, The Trustees.

Guillotine Paper Cutter
There is a wooden guillotine type paper cutter in the copy room that is free to a good
home. It does need some adjusting and the blade sharpened but otherwise works perfectly fine. Please contact Bethany in the office if you would like it.
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February Events
First Saturday Breakfast Buffet
February 3, 2018 - 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
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Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
6020 SE 44th SE Street, Tecumseh
Breakfast casseroles, scrambled eggs, fried potatoes, biscuits & gravy,
sausage/bacon, fruit, breakfast pastries, and lots more.
Crafts will be for sale on the craft table featuring Valentines Day crafts.
Kids can come make a free craft in the youth room with Rusty and Andrea
Simerl.
PUBLIC WELCOME
Freewill Donation Appreciated

Finding our Way
Facebook scripture study group

Good Grief
February 1, 2018– 6:00pm
El Dorado Mexican Grill
3627 SE 29th.
The Good Grief group meets once a month and is open to all.

UMW Sunday
February 11th

Trustees
February 12th 6:15pm

UMW Brunch
February 17th 9:30am

HOL Staff Meeting
February 20th 6-8pm in the Aldersgate Room

Missions Team
February 22nd 6:30pm

UMW Noodles
February 25-27
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Joys and Concerns
February Birthdays
4th Rusty Simerl
6th Todd Grindol
9th Andrea Simerl
10th LaDonna Grindol

14th
16th
17th
20th

Carrie Rutherford
Kelsey Robinett
Vicky Cochran
Diann Dennison

21st Kaitlyn Scott
21st Nicholas Bonavia
23rd Jo Emerson
26th Vicki Claassen

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Vicky Moore and Family
Winnie Hague and Family

Note of Thanks
I want to thank you and others from SHUMC for you concern for me and prayers for me regarding my recent surgery. I know the prayers helped. It, definitely, helped me to know that others cared about me. I
appreciate the cards that I received. Please tell the choir members that I felt blessed to receive the card,
signed by all of them. I appreciated Pastor Barb’s support and prayers, also.
My recovery is going well. I am so very thankful that the cyst was benign and no cancer was found anyplace else!!!! I came home from the hospital on December 28 to a house full of people. We had not had
our Christmas celebration, yet. Company from GA and from IA came to our house on December 27. I had
prepared much food ahead and had menus planned and posted. Andrea and family were here, also. Anyway, I had a lot of help with things that needed to be done, while company was here. We got along
well. The last company left on January 3. I am tired, but it was good to have family members here for
several days.
I think of all of you, often, and feel blessed that you kept me in your thoughts and prayers when I was going through a difficult time. Take care. I hope you are all doing well.
Blessings, Wendee McVicker
I want to thank the SHUMC Women’s group for the delicious cookies. I miss making cookies especially at
Christmas time. Also enjoyed seeing MaeJean when she brought them. Also thanks to the church friends
for my Christmas Cards. Do miss you all.
Your Friend, Phyllis Worrthington

Thanks so much for the flowers sent for the John Reber’s memorial service. Our Dad enjoyed the many
years of fellowship spent at SHUMC. Thank you for your thoughts and prayers.
Mike, Mark and Tammy Reber

