
Mid-Week Reflection 

January 17, 2018 

 

Thoughts About Us: 

 We did have worship on Sunday. There was a hearty brave crew present. I 

assured them they got bonus points for being there. Actually, I understand why 

many were not present. It is wise to stay in when sidewalks and driveways and 

roads are not clear. Gravity is not our friend as we increase in age. I also know that 

many have been fighting colds and flu symptoms. I am one of them. 

 Since Sunday afternoon I have not been functioning any where near my 

normal. I was supposed to be in Kearney, NE for “Orders and Fellowship 2018” but 

wisely cancelled. The good news is since I had been planning on being away I am not 

missing much. I have been reading. I finished the SHUMC book club read, “The 

Other Wes Moore.” I am looking forward to the discussion. It has caused me to 

think about the moments in my life that changed who I was or at least the 

direction I was headed. And, I was not dealing with poverty and drugs and the 

injustice of racism. I am now reading, “Just Mercy” by Bryan Stephenson. 

 Like me, I imagine you have heard more than you want to hear about the 

words spoken, or allegedly spoken in a meeting at the White House. Beyond the 

politics and selective hearing, I am concerned with how reactionary and accusatory 

it feels like we as a nation have become. That is not an easy fix. When any one of 

us feels discounted or belittled, we react from a sense of anger and fear. And 

whenever we react we are not being the best version of ourselves.  

I certainly do not have all the information of what was said at the gathering 

of U.S. Senators and other government officials. My guess is few were speaking 

and listening from a place of love. Few were asking clarifying questions. Few were 

thoughtfully responding. Without over simplifying, I do think Jesus has words for 

times such as this. More than once he said, “You have heard it said…but I say to 

you.” For me, the most memorable time is found in the 5th Chapter of Matthew, 

starting with verse 43. Jesus is speaking.  

“You have heard that it was said, You must love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who harass you so 

you will be acting as children of your Father who is in heaven.” 

Love your enemies. Pray for those who harass you. My, we have work to do. I 

do hope you will join me in praying for all of our elected officials as the work they 

are doing has major impact on many. I pray that reason and consensus and 

reconciliation will rule and we will avoid rounding up many who have only known this  

country as their home. I pray that wisdom will prevail and we avoid government 



shutdown. I pray that the words we recite, “…with liberty and justice for all,” will 

include both men and women, rich and poor, gay and straight, those born in this 

country and those who chose to come here for the opportunities it represents. 

This day may we love one another. This day may we pray for the others in 

our lives. This day may we humbly live out God’s love…loving those we do not fully 

understand and certainly do not respect. We can do this. It is who Jesus calls us to 

be, especially today.  

 

I hope many of you will be in worship Sunday to welcome Michael Turner, a 

lay speaker from Topeka First United Methodist. His sermon is about following 

Jesus…and being who we are.  

 

 I do have a SPECIAL REQUEST:   We need someone to do “Children’s Time” 

this week. The text Michael is using is Mark 1: 16-20. Jesus calls his first disciples 

to “Come, follow me.”  Let Bethany know you will do this by emailing 

shumc@cox.net. If no one steps up, we will just dismiss the children after the 

prayer time to the nursery.  

 

Coming Up: 

 Saturday, January 20th: UMW Brunch @ 9:30 

 

 Wednesday, Jan. 24th ECHOES DEADLINE  

     Church Council at 6:00 

 

 Thursday, Jan. 25th Missions Team at 6:30 
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