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  A Different Perspective: 

    Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph 
 

 Our 2017 Advent Sermon Series might encourage us to ponder Christmas 

from  a perspective rarely considered. That is my hope. I am using the book, 

Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph written by United Methodist Pastor, 

Adam Hamilton as a starting point for the sermons. There is much we do not know 

about Jesus’ earthly father. Often, Joseph is in the background. And yet, when we pay 

careful attention to the familiar story, we gain insight into who Joseph most certainly 

must have been.   

 November 26
th

 we started Advent with, “A Carpenter Named Joseph.” The 

text we read, Matthew 13: 54-56 is so not flattering of Jesus’ family. We understand 

how that feels.  

 The sermon for the Second Sunday of Advent, December 3
rd

, is titled, “Whose 

Child Is This?” The scripture moves us back to the birth narrative found in Matthew 

1:18-19. We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion together. Bring your 

“Memory Tree” ornaments if you were unable to do so the previous week.  

 Week Three of Advent is taking on special significance for us. December 10
th

 

will be “Cross Dedication Sunday.” Look inside this Echoes for more details.  The 

sermon is titled, “Raising a Child Not Your Own” which will be shaped by Matthew 

1:18-21. Yes, we will hear much of the same scripture two weeks in a row. It must be 

important.  

 December 17
th 

, the Fourth Sunday of Advent, will be “Music Sunday.” Much of 

the service will revolve around selections musicians sing for us and familiar tunes we 

will sing together. However, scripture will still guide us. It is familiar and far too often 

not really heard. The text is Luke 2:1-5 and the “reflection” will be “The Journey to 

Bethlehem.”   

 Christmas Eve is Sunday, December 24
th

. A casual family friendly service 

will be held at our usual 10:00am time. The plan is for the service to be a bit 

shorter than usual. There will not be a regular “Fellowship Time” after worship. 

The more typical evening Christmas Eve service will be at 5:30pm with Communion 

and candlelight. The scripture at both services will be Luke 2:4-14. The sermon is 

“Born in a Stable.” 

 Again this year, we will plan a very simple “sing along” kind of old-fashioned 

worship experience in the Aldersgate Room on December 31
st

. We will sit at the 

tables and enjoy snacks while we worship together for a final time in 2017.  

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13 is a good reminder. My shared thoughts will be, “Reflections: 

Yours, Mine and Ours.” I will be asking you for some input.  

Echoes from the Heights December 2017 
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Clarity in the Clutter 

 By the time you read this, we will once again be in a transition. November 26th we officially 
thanked Janice for the faithful work she has done. November 30th will be her last day as an employee 
of SHUMC. I am grateful for all she has done the 2.5 years we have worked together. I invite you to 
join me in prayers for her and her family as she takes time to care for them, and herself. She will 
remain a member of SHUMC but no longer an employee.  
 Nancy Ames has volunteered to help out in the office for a brief time. We have posted the job 
and have applicants who have expressed interest. SPRC will review the documents we receive and 
begin interviewing candidates in the near future. I trust we will have a new Administrative Assistant 
on board in the very near future. That said, please be patient with the process and the confidentiality 
hiring demands. Additionally, know that the phone may not always be answered when you call. You 
can always call my cell: 785-766-4789 or email me at blclinger@gmail.com and I will get back to you 
as soon as possible.  
 We successfully prepared for and participated in our Church Conference on November 19th 
and approved the salary package for the pastor and the 2018 leadership. You will find a copy of 
those who agreed to serve in this issue. Additionally, Church Council approved our budget for 2018. 
An income slightly lower than 2017 is anticipated and our budgeting reflects that. Certainly, this is 
simply a “spending plan” that we will monitor each month, but planning conservatively has enabled 
us to avoid any big cut backs or cancellations as the year progresses.  

Again this year we are on track to pay 100% of our Mission Shares. For 2017, that is just 
over $18,500.  That figure represents  10% of the operating income we received the previous 

year. Several years ago now, the former Kansas East Conference moved to this simpler plan for each 
United Methodist Church to fund the ministries beyond our local church. Our ability to pay what is 
expected of us is a measure of our financial stability and the faithfulness of many who support our 
mission and ministry. 2018 Budgets are available for anyone interested and it is strongly suggested 
that each Ministry Team Chairperson keeps track of the one that will be placed in your “mailbox” 
(the one in our outer office) by the first of December. On them you will find the money each 
ministry area has for 2018. If you are not a chairperson, and would like to have a copy of the budget, 
send me an email and I will have Jo Scott, our treasurer,  print one for you. We printed many in the 
past, and many were never picked up. This year we are attempting to be better stewards of our 
resources.  

I do look forward to sharing worship with you this Advent Season. The sanctuary looks 
gorgeous and the music always makes my heart sing. Sometime soon, sometime between now and 
Christmas our Gathering Area will be transformed with new flooring and a “Cross Wall” created with 
your special crosses. Additionally, we are getting close to some new furniture for that space as well.  
How wonderful it is to honor God’s faithful presence in our lives, by updating the place we come to 
worship God and give God thanks for who God continues to be.  

May each of you and your families know the profound love of God for us through the gift of 
the baby whose birth we celebrate once again. May your Christmas be one of love and peace. And 
may we all continue to celebrate this journey of learning and love together.  

      See you in worship. Blessings, 
          Barb  

mailto:blclinger@gmail.com
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December 3                     “Whose Child is This?”       Matthew 1: 18-19 
             Second Sunday of Advent-Communion Sunday 

 
December 10           “Raising a Child Not Your Own”       Matthew 1: 18-21 
                 Third Sunday of Advent - Cross Dedication 
 

December 17  “The Journey to Bethlehem”             Luke 2: 1-5 
                                         Fourth Sunday of Advent - Music Sunday  
 
December 24            “Born in a Stable”              Luke 2: 4-14 
                   Christmas Eve Celebrated at 10 a.m. and 5:30 pm 
                                      Communion and Candlelight at 5:30 pm only 
 
December 31     “Reflections: Yours, Mine and Ours”       Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13 
              Informal worship and fellowship in Aldersgate Room 
 
                
 

Worship Opportunities 

               Our Advent Series: 
             “Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph” 

Cross Dedication Sunday 
 

 You are invited to help create a wall of crosses that will represent both our 

diversity and our unity in Christ. During worship on Sunday, December 10
th

, every 

individual or family who chooses to bring a cross to give to Shawnee Heights United 

Methodist Church will be invited to bring it prayerfully forward as an act of devotion 

both to God and this congregation. Please limit the size of your cross to approximately 

twelve inches in height.  

 After prayerfully consideration, the Board of Trustees decided to place these 

crosses on the north wall of our newly painted Gathering Area, a place everyone sees 

as we walk into our building. They will be hung under the supervision of several members 

with an eye for design. There will be a brief framed note of explanation hung near the 

crosses and we will continue to invite all who consider this to be their church home to donate 

a cross to be hung.  

 Take time to find a cross you have that you would like to donate to the wall. 

Or, use this as a moment to find a cross you consider special. If you’d like to do so, you can 

print your name on the back of the cross.  



Shawnee Heights UMC Ministry Teams 2018 
 

 

Program Area Ministry Teams 2018 

 

Children and Youth Team      Chairperson TBD 

Kris Denton    Cecelia Resnik   Samantha Koops 

Cindy Schlink  *Doug Fisher, Youth Director 

Melissa Lewis  *Beth Robinett, Youth Director 

 

 

Evangelism Team      Brenda Kling, Chairperson 

Cloeva Idol   Brenda Schirmer   Debbi Kling 

Paul Idol   Mike Schirmer   Stu Ford 

Melissa Dennison   Garry Scott    Myra Mohr 

 

 

Nurture Team        Carrie Rutherford, Chairperson 

Bill Clemmons  Jan Hardesty  Don Stewart 

Jo Emerson   Vicki Moore   Kim Stewart 

Scarlett Ford    Linda Neukirch 

 

Mission Team    Cathy Patterson/Nancy Ames Co-chairs 

Natalie Copeland  Bill Patterson   Lauren Fleisher 

Tom Copeland  Kristi Wilson    

Myra Mohr   Vicki Moore 

 

Technology Team        Chairperson TBD 

Linda Boleski  Christi Hardesty   Doug Bennett 

Kem Cooper   Jon Hardesty    

Lisa Ford   Bob Resnik      

 

 

United Methodist Women   Cindy Schlink, President 

 

United Methodist Men    Robert Gonzales, President 

Continued 
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Worship Team       Mina Haywood, Chairperson 

Marlys Bennett  Ben Grindol   Karen Mace 

Mason Claassen  LaDonna Grindol  Carolee Dahl    

Henry Mace   Barb Noragon  Aldean Rafferty 

 

 

Administrative Teams 2018 
 

Lay Leadership and Development   Barb Clinger, Pastor 

Bob Resnik, Lay Leader (20) Myra Mohr (19) 

Christi Hardesty (18)  Ben Grindol (18)   

Melissa Lewis (18) 

 

 

Board of Trustees      Chairperson elected by BoT 

Vicki Claassen  (18)   Ellis Dahl  (19)  Jon Hardesty (20) 

Berend Koops  (18)   Marlene Pantos  (20)     

Sharla Cooper (19)   Lowell Noragon  (20)    

Scarlett Ford: Memorial Fund Representative 

Barb Hoskinson: First Breakfast Representative  

 

 

Staff Parish Relations      Bob Clelland, Chairperson (18) 

Lisa Ford (18)       Kelly Badenoch (19)     Carrie Rutherford (19)  

Bob Resnik (19)      Christi Hardesty (20)   

 

Finance Team       Jeff Claassen (18) 

*Jo Scott, Treasurer 

Stu Ford (18) 

Bob Clelland, SPRC Chair (18)   Kem Cooper (18) 

Bill Patterson, Council Chair (20)  Bob Resnik, Lay Leader (20)  

  

 

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference   Bob Resnik  

Church Council Chairperson    Bill Patterson 

Church Council Secretary    TBD 
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Such an exciting month, the youth took a daredevil trip rappelling at Echo Cliffs in 

Dover.  We have some very brave youth who had a blast.  Finishing out the month, the 

youth assisted with boxing items for The Bishop's Round-up for Hunger and helped 

make Thanksgiving dinner for the Breakthrough House.  Hope we see all of you at our 

December events! DECEMBER CALENDAR 
 

   Dec. 3rd- 6:00 meeting at church 
 

   Dec. 8th- Movie night outing to see "Wonder"  

        No mtg. Dec. 10th. 
 

   Dec. 17th- Birthday Party for Jesus following church 

         No evening mtg. 
 

   Dec. 24th- See you all at Christmas Eve Services! 
 

   Dec. 31st- New Year's Eve– No mtg. 

Let’s All Celebrate! 
 Children and Youth Ministry invite you to join us 

in celebrating the birth of Jesus on December 17, 

2017 immediately after our worship. There will be 

cookies to decorate, crafts and games for the 

children and their families and for one and all.  

We hope you all will be able to join us! 

Board of Directors 
November Trustees Report 
 

 The entryway project is ongoing.  The flooring will hopefully be installed within the next few 
weeks.  Furniture is being purchased and the bathrooms will also be getting a much needed 
facelift.  
 We are working with the Missions team on figuring out some new collection and 
 storage options for donations. 
 Lowell did extensive work to make sure that the church and HOL met all requirements for 
the fire marshal recently. 
 We still have a few metal chairs looking for a new home – if you are interested please 
contact Vicki Claassen 
 

Trustees will next meet again on Monday, December 11th at 6:15pm 

Join us Sunday, December 17th for our 

annual Music Sunday. This will be a fun meaningful day 

of worship, followed by a celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

December 17th - Music Sunday & Celebration 
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It’s Angel Tree Time Again. 

The Angel Tree is back and this year 

we have adopted three families through 

the United Way and the gifts will be 

for those families.  

The angels on the Christmas tree will indicate a gift for a member of one of the families.  
As in the past, we pick an angel from the tree, get that gift and bring it to the church.  
The plan is to hold a wrapping party (everyone is invited!) with pizza and drinks. We’ll 
wrap the packages, and then a group will deliver the gifts to the families right before 
Christmas. The United Way has suggested that we also provide each family with the fixing 
 for  Christmas dinner so we will also be accepting cash gifts to cover the cost of those meals.  
This is a great way to reach out and show God’s love to local families in a very tangible way 
while fulfilling our call to tend to the poor.  

Please help.  You will be doing good and it will make you feel good.     

I Care Board 
 I Care Board will need a third representative from SHUMC for 2018.  The board meets 

monthly, starting in January, the second Tuesday of the month, at 6:00pm at Highland Park 

UMC.  We join a wonderful group of people from Berryton UMC, Highland Park UMC, and 

Southern Hills Mennonite Church to help people in Southeast Topeka.  Please let Nancy Ames, 

Lisa Ford, or Mae Jean Shandy know if you would like to be on the board.   

The UMW Christmas Brunch Get-together for December will be on 

the 16th at 9:30 am at church.  Please join us!  Merta will give  the 

devotions.  Barb Hoskinson and Cindy Schlink will be hostesses. 

Please bring an ornament for exchange and hats, gloves, mittens for Shawnee Heights School 

children (last year we gave to Tecumseh North).  Also, please bring  one dozen cookies and/or 

candies for plates  to be given to area friends and members who are homebound.  It will be a 

fun time!  See you there!  

United Methodist Women 

 Ladies, it's almost time for me to submit our reading program participants for the year. 
Please email, text or call me NO LATER than Dec 10th, (report due by Dec 15th) with reading 
level you have reached. I do not need number of books read, only the level. I can be reached 
at:  Call or text: 785-969-9811  E-mail: dianndennison@att.net. Thank you, Diann Dennison  

mailto:dianndennison@att.net
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HOL Board 

 Heights of Learning Board is hosting its annual 

Breakfast with Santa  

Saturday, Dec.9th, 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. 

Come and enjoy sausage and pancakes, 
 provided by Chris Cakes.  

Your freewill offering will benefit 

Heights of Learning Preschool & Childcare 
(A ministry of Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church) 

                HOL GIFT SHOP FOR MOM AND DAD  
On Monday, December 11th, at 9:00 a.m., the HOL Board 

Members will be having the Christmas shopping program for 

the children of Heights of Learning, which gives the kids an 

opportunity to select two small gifts for their parents or 

guardian. The gifts will be wrapped after the children make 

their choices. This gives the kids a chance to do their own 

shopping to surprise their parents!  

Your donation of any small gift items for the store, or help at the store, will be 

appreciated.  We could use some "cup stuffers" (individually wrapped candy or snacks like 

Chex mix, candy bars, cocoa, tea bags, etc.) to put in them. The candy or snacks will need 

to stay edible until Christmas. If you want to bring the snack items, we can individually 

wrap them. We will set-up the store after church service on Sunday, December 10, and will 

need your donations by then.  
 

Please see Nancy Ames, Mae Jean Shandy, Mina Haywood, Samantha Koops or Barb 

Hoskinson with questions about this fun Christmas program for the HOL children.  

            Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

       6020 SE 44th SE Street, Tecumseh 

Biscuits & sausage gravy, breakfast casseroles, scrambled eggs, fried potatoes,  

sausage/bacon, fruit, breakfast pastries, chocolate milk and lots more! 

Freewill Donation Appreciated - Craft tables available!  

First Saturday Breakfast Buffet 

December 2, 2017, 7:30 to 10:00 a.m. 
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Classroom Christmas  

Parties 

Friday, December 22nd  

More Info to follow. 

 

HOL Children’s Christmas Program 
 

Friday, December 8th, 3:00 
Church Sanctuary 

 
Please join us as we celebrate the season.  

Miss Tiffany has been working with the 
children on a great selection of holiday hits. 

 
Join us afterwards for 

Happy Birthday Baby Jesus cake in the gym. 

CLOSED 

HOL will be closed for the Christmas 

holiday on Monday and Tuesday, 

December 25th and 26th. 

We wish you and yours a safe and 

blessed holiday season. 

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA!! 

Saturday, December 9th, 8:00-

10:00 am. 

 HOL Santa will be here along 

with Chris Cakes and her won-

derful pancake machine!! 

HOL is a Ministry of Shawnee Heights Methodist 

As much as your children like to bring items 

from home, please refrain from doing so unless 

it is show and share day.  This causes disruption 

in the classroom.  We have lots of activities and 

toys to play with at HOL. 

Welcome 

New Staff:  Tiffany Wegele  - Music 

Amy Spies - School Age/Float 

Glenda Tremaine—Kitchen Manager 

New Kids on the Block 

Lucas Mabon—Nursery 

Amaris Pepper—PKb 

Heights of Learning Newsletter 

December 2017 
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22nd  Bill & Virginia Robinett 

23th   Robert & Kelly Badenoch 

         As a church family, we pray for one another in times of joy, sadness, 

and struggle. Our prayers continue for… 

Toni Boyles 

Jo Emerson 

Melissa Dennison 

David Denton 

Ben Grindol 

Winnie Hague 

Melissa Lewis  

Vicky Moore 

Zeke & Lila Zimmerman  

Joys and Concerns 

December Birthdays 

  1st   Carolee Dahl  
  3rd   Jon Hardesty 
  4th   Ray Haywood 
  5th   Scarlett Ford 
  6th   Ben Taliaferro 
  8th   Melissa Lewis 
11th  Mina Haywood 
13th  Hadley Harris 
15th  Staci Fleischer 
16th  Kay Hurford 

  16th  Brandon Lambrecht 
  21st   Karen Mace 
  21st   Phyllis Worthington 
  23rd   Lorene Cranwell 
  23rd   Elizabeth Lane 
  29th   Dani Harris 
  29th   Ozzie Lane 
  30th   Leland Kling 
  31st   Colleen Brennan 

December Anniversaries 

A Good Grief meeting will be held on Thursday, December 7, 6:00 p.m. at the church. 

This meeting is for those who have lost a loved one, or are going through a difficult time. 

 Everyone is welcome.  We'd love to see you there. 

Dear SPRC Members, Pastor Barb and Church Family, 
 

 Thank you for the recognition of my retirement last Sunday, Nov. 26th. Carrie, your kind 

and meaningful words touched my heart, as did the thoughtful gift bag, and the cards, well 

wishes, prayers and hugs from all. I began this wonderful journey on the last day of winter, 

2012, and now, with the first day of winter near, I’ll close this special chapter of my life and 

take a seat in the pews as a very grateful member of SHUMC.  

                 Sincerely, Janice Cordry 


