
Mid-Week Reflections 

November 8, 2017 

 

Coming Up: 

 “Do NOT Be Afraid” afternoon class is meeting a 2:00 today.  

 The 6:00 evening class has been cancelled for this week.  

 Both classes meet again next Wednesday, the 15th.  

 

 Finance Team: Tonight @ 6:00 

 

 Baby Shower for Lindsay Winters is at 11:00 Saturday in Aldersgate Room.  

 

Veterans’ Day Celebration id this Sunday during worship and continues with 

our pot luck lunch immediately after worship.  

 

Church Council will be meeting on Monday, Nov 13th @ 6:00.  

The details of the 2018 Budget and Pastor’s salary package will be discussed. 

The approval of the salary package and the leadership for 2018 will be 

officially voted on Nov. 19th at the Church Conference held at 3:45 at 

SHUMC.  Other churches will be joining us.  

 

Don’t Forget: 

 Donations for Bishop’s Round-up Against Hunger should be brought to the 

church by this Sunday or with arrangements made through Mission Team. The 

donations will be taken to the Douglas County Fairgrounds on the morning of the 

18th, but need to be counted and packaged before then. Not sure about what is 

needed? Pamphlets are in our gathering area and info is in the Echoes.  
 
 Also, here is some info and a link to sign up to help with a SHUMC 

Thanksgiving tradition: Break Through House 2017 

Donations and volunteers will be greatly appreciated for this year’s Breakthrough 

House, November 22
nd

 and 23
rd

. Signup sheets are on the church office window or 

click here link to make a contribution: Break Through House 2017 
 
Contact Natalie Copeland ncopeland@cecentertainment.com or Kris Denton 

knr66609@yahoo.com with questions. 

  

 

http://signup.com/go/RxxKKbO
http://signup.com/go/RxxKKbO
mailto:ncopeland@cecentertainment.com
mailto:knr66609@yahoo.com


Thoughts About Us: 

 About the time our worship service was concluding last Sunday morning, the 

horror we now know as “Sutherland Springs” was playing out at the small white 

Baptist Church. I am certain that more details will emerge about those killed, 

those who managed to survive and the shooter. Such thoughtless killing, even if 

motivated by domestic violence issues is incomprehensible.  

I invite you to pray for them all.  

In time, may there be healing and hope and forgiveness. Meanwhile may we 

all wrestle with the tough issues this brings to the forefront of the news and our 

conversations. It is a complex systemic problem, these mass shootings. Surely we 

can work together to figure out how to help those who may cause harm to others. 

This is not about guns, and yet. This is not about regulations and mistakes made, 

and yet. This is not about uncontrolled anger and violence, and yet.  

The real questions won’t likely be answered by any of us. The questions are 

deep. What caused this shooter to decide to take the lives of so many innocent 

people? What caused the shooter in Las Vegas, five weeks ago to do the same? 

What caused the driver of a rented truck to drive over folks walking on a side walk 

in NYC on Halloween. The list could be long… going all the way back to “Columbine.”  

What causes this? 

 I know we cannot change the feelings or attitudes of folks all around the 

world, but I do know we can change how we respond to those right here. Each one 

us, every moment decides how we are going to treat one another. We decide. We 

can be thoughtful and compassionate and slow to react. That is who Jesus thought 

his disciples to be and that is who we are to be. Why are we, who claim to be 

followers of the Prince of Peace, so often ready to explode at the person who does 

something to annoy us?  

 We know how we are to act. We are to love one another. And, we have got to 

understand that there are absolutely no exceptions. We love. We love those who 

have disappointed us. We love those who disagree with us. We love those who 

caused great harm.  

 That does not mean we do not work to make changes. That does not mean we 

passively allow the violence and hatred to continue. Friends, we have work to do. 

Start today with your family and acquaintances and co-workers. Who needs to hear 

from you?  Who needs to know you are ready to build bridges of reconciliation?  

Who needs forgiveness and acceptance even if firm boundaries of protection will 

remain around your relationship?   



 I invite you to find a candle when you have time this evening, and light it. 

Gather your family around the light and talk about the hate and violence in our 

world. Then pray. Pray together and remember…the Light came and it remains.  

The prophet Isaiah shared these words we often hear during Advent. “The people 

walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in a pitch-dark land, 

light has dawned.” 9:2. That Light is the gift we receive from Jesus. That Light is 

with us especially now.  

 It is difficult, but that Light will journey with us and the people of 

Sutherland Springs, Texas so we will find healing and hope once again. It will not be 

soon and many lives will never be the same. Still, there is Light.  We are called to 

notice and share it with everyone we can. Lives depend on it.  

 I hope to see you in worship Sunday. Our sermon is “Justice.” The text is 

Zechariah 8: 11-17 and 1 Peter 3: 13-17.  Zechariah concludes with relevant words, 

“Don’t fear, but be strong.”  Let strive for that…with God’s help…we can and will.  

 

        Blessings and peace,  

          Barb 
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