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Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others.

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
www.shawneeheightsumc.org

Worship Opportunities
“Be Still and Know…”
Already, the busyness of the “holiday season “ is upon us. I’m not sure what that means but
I know how it feels and I see it in the weary frazzled looks of those passing by. There is so much to
do. There are so many expectations. How will we get it all done? We won’t.
Don’t even try.
Instead, make God a priority and let go of the stuff that simply does not bring joy and more
meaning to your living. Instead of trying to cram more into the next two months, set aside time to
reclaim who you are and whose you are. Make space for worship, for prayer and for God’s word in
your daily living. Worship will be special each week in November.
Our series, “Do Not Live Afraid: Faith in a Fearful World,” continues. November 5th is All
Saints Sunday. Not only will we honor those who died this past year, we will remember all who
touched our lives in their lifetime. The sermon is “Witness.” It is a call to us, to live so that our
words and actions point others to God.
November 12th is Veterans Sunday. Again, all members and friends of SHUMC are invited to
wear their service uniforms to worship. Veterans will help lead us in worship as we honor them for
their service. The sermon is “Justice.” We are called to set aside our fear for the sake of justice. How
appropriate for this day, as we celebrate the many who sacrificed self to do what is right. Again this
year, we will share a potluck lunch following worship.
Thanksgiving Sunday will again be celebrated the Sunday before Thanksgiving. The Sermon
on November 19th is “Transformation.” Indeed we give thanks for many and much, but ultimately
for the spiritual growth that takes place within us because of the transformation that is God’s work
in our lives. Following worship, you are invited to help the Worship Team as the sanctuary and much
of our space will be “transformed” for Advent during our Hanging of the Green.
November 26th is The First Sunday of Advent. Actually, we are bumping it up a
week since Christmas Eve is on a Sunday this year. We begin a new sermon series titled,
“Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph.” The sermon is “A Carpenter Named Joseph.”
During worship we will be invited to bring ornaments for the Memory Tree forward. How
wonderful to honor those who touched out lives this way.
We are busy. God is with us in that busyness. May we find the time to make praising God our
top priority. May we reclaim our relationship with God through Jesus Christ as we worship together.
Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M.
Shawnee Heights UMC
6020 SE 44th Street
Tecumseh, KS 66542

Rev. Barb Clinger
Cell: 785-766-4789
blclinger@gmail.com

Office Hours: Mon-Thur 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Phone: (785)- 79-5492 • fax:785) 379-5069
shumc@cox.net
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Clarity in the Clutter
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There is never real clarity is there? Just when we think we know what’s ahead, just
when we think we finally understand our health, just when we think we understand our
children, just when we think we understand our parents, just when we think we have our job
figured out, just when we think we have our neighbors figured out; things change, or they
do or we do. The clarity and understanding we seek never quite materializes. So, I guess
searching for clarity in the clutter and knowing our understanding will never be quite what
we had hoped, is our normal…mine and yours and theirs.
My hope for all of us, and all of them is that we will continue to turn to God for
wisdom and understanding, particularly in those dark and confusing times of our lives.
There are many people and places we can and maybe do go to for comfort and insight:
friends, the refrigerator, social media, the neighborhood bar and grill, the nearest
chocolate, music, a long walk or run, family and even our church family. Ultimately, it is
through our relationship with God that we will find the most profound and long lasting
healing and hope. It is how I manage to keep going, even after I have had too much ice
cream and not enough sleep. It is how I reprioritize after deep disappointments, and
moments that turn to weeks and months that are frustrating and well…depressing.
I am grateful for the time I shared at Asbury United Methodist Church in Prairie
Village. Then, as a young mom, there were many days that I felt invisible and that I had
contributed very little to the world on that particular day. I remember listening to the
Rev. Dr. Al Hager preach these words to “me” one Sunday morning, likely forty years ago
now. “If God seems far away, guess who moved.” For decades I had that scribbled on a
piece of paper I used as a bookmark. Later when I left teaching to start seminary and my
new career in ministry, I kept it taped to my computer monitor.
So this “Clarity in the Clutter” offers you more than my words. I offer to you
Rev. Hager’s words as a tribute to him. He died at ninety-three two months ago now. May
his words remind us all that God is with us. We need to notice. We need to reconnect.
Cut them out. Use it as a bookmark. Hang it on the computer. They will help with the
chaos we know as life, and offer clarity. Do let me know how you are and how you choose to
use these words.
Blessings and peace,

Barb

“When God seems far away,
guess who moved?”
Rev. Dr. Al Hager
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Worship Opportunities

“Do Not Live Afraid: Faith in a Fearful World”
November 5th

“Witness”

Jeremiah 1: 4-6 & Matthew 28: 8-10

All Saints Sunday and Communion

November 12th

“Justice”

Zechariah 8: 11-17 & 1 Peter 3: 13-17
Veterans Sunday and Potluck Lunch after Worship

November 19th

“Transformation”

Genesis 50: 15-21 & Matthew 17: 1-7
Thanksgiving Sunday and Hanging of the Greens

Our Advent Series:
“Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph”
November 26th

“A Carpenter Named Joseph”

Matthew 13: 54-55

Dedication of our Memory Tree Ornaments

A MEMORY TREE
Again this year, our tree will become “A Memory Tree.” Everyone is invited to bring ornaments
“in memory of loved ones” to be hung on the tree. As part of worship on the First Sunday
of Advent, Nov. 26th, we will have an opportunity to fill out a card with the names of loved
ones we are honoring. Then, we will be invited to bring the ornaments and our cards to the
front of the sanctuary.
Many of the ornaments will be hung right then, others at the conclusion of worship. Imagine…
the entire tree full of loving memories. There is no limit to the number of ornaments you
may bring to honor loved ones. The ornaments will give our tree special meaning and it will
be uniquely beautiful.
If you will not be in worship the 26th, you can bring your ornament to the office during regular
office hours and fill out a card, or bring it on Sunday until December 10th. Names of
ornament donors and those honored will be in the bulletin December 17th and 24th.
The ornaments may be reclaimed when the tree is taken down after Epiphany,
the first Sunday in January.

November 4th, 2017
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Shawnee Heights UMC

7:30 a.m.- 10:00 a.m.
Scrambled eggs, sausage gravy and biscuits,
breakfast casseroles, pastries, fruit and much more.
Free will offering for breakfast appreciated.

Crafts Table Available!
VETERANS RECOGNITION SUNDAY
During worship on November 12th we will honor military
veterans of our church community. Veterans and active duty
military personnel are encouraged to wear their service uniforms
to church.
A potluck dinner for the entire church
family follows our church service on this
Veterans Recognition Sunday!
Everyone is invited to bring your favorite dish to share.
Drinks will be furnished as well as disposable dinner ware.

Sunday, November 19th we will gather for a very special
fellowship time immediately after worship to transform the
sanctuary and the entire facility for the Advent Season. The
tree will be assembled but no ornaments hung. The rest of
the greenery and seasonal decorations will be unboxed and
the worship team will help direct the work of putting it all in
place. This is such an important time for the church and each
of us to celebrate. Working together, the transformation
should happen quickly. Come to worship and stay to help
our story come to life.

Hanging of the Greens

Youth Group
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WOW!!! Our youth have been having a great Fall!
Paddle Boating, Camping, Worlds Of Fun…
and those were just the trips.
Our weekly meetings have been packed full of prayer, devotion, praise,
games, and lessons. We have a great group and we are growing in size
and spirit! If you have a neighbor or friend grades 6-12, we meet
every Sunday evening from 7-8:30, and we would love to have them
join us! We do not meet on the Sunday evenings when we have a
weekend event. This month's event will be November 12th following
church. We will be joining BSA Crew 249 and going to Echo Cliffs in
Dover to try rappelling! If you are not sure about rappelling, pack your
lunch and join us anyway, it is a beautiful park and a fun place to hike or
just watch your friends rappel! Need more details? Join us at youth group!
We will also be looking for youth volunteers to help the church prepare
Thanksgiving dinner for The Breakthrough House and to assist in serving
the dinner on Thanksgiving day. Look for details...coming soon!
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United Methodist Women
ALL LADIES! Please join us for UMW Brunch at church on Saturday,
November 18th, at 9:30. Aldean and Cecelia are hostesses. We will
assemble "survival kits" for College students. The kits are a boxful of snack foods sent to
each student who lives away from home as a treat during final week to let them know their
church family cares about them.
UMW Ladies, it’s almost time to turn in your reading tier.
You still have another month, so plenty of time to read a
good book or finish one you already have! Lists will be due
by December 15,2017.
Here are a few book reviews from some of the UMW ladies.
Esther by John Piper.
Esther was a poor orphan girl who by the grace of God became a Persian queen! John Piper writes
Esther's story in beautiful poetry that is a treat to read. He tells us what could have happened in her
life based on what is known to be true. Throughout the short book (63 pages), the reader enjoys
lovely paintings by Glenn Harrington.
Just for Today by Saint John XXIII (Pope John Paul XXIII)
For those who don't like to read or have little time to read, this book is for you! It's a children's book
with life messages for everyone. One message: "Just for today, I will do a good deed and tell no one
about it." Just a few simple, yet powerful words on each of the 23 pages convey Pope John Paul XXIII's
messages to live by, and are in the midst of interesting story-telling illustrations by Bimba Landmann, a
native Italian who lives in Milan.
Note: Pope John Paul XXIII served as Pope from 1958-1963. He helped save the lives of thousands of
Jews fleeing the Holocaust. He was canonized Saint John XXIII on April 27, 2014.
A Girl Called Problem, a novel by Katie Quirk.
Katie Quirk lived and taught writing in Tanzania for two years. She saw first hand how hard the girls
worked. Many were poor and could not afford to go to school and didn't have the time anyway with so
many chores to do. Often they were abused at school when they could attend. She tells a fictional, but
possible, story of 13-year-old Shida, whose name means "problem" in Swahili, the good she does and
the obstacles she overcomes in moving to a new town and eventually going to school.
Wherever the River Runs, by Kelly Minter.
This is a true story of Kelly's travels as a missionary along Brazil's mighty Amazon River and surrounding
jungle. For several years, she took vacations there with family and friends and ministered to the
people through her music and Bible study. In many ways, she found herself being ministered by them
in return and that left her very humbled and questioning the priorities in her life in Nashville,
Tenn. Her book is filled with stories of the lives and hardships of jungle pastors, families and children
and the miracles that took place.

Missions
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COMING SOON
Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger
Great Plains UNITED METHODISTS
Connecting Hunger Ministries

The Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger has announced its 2017 celebration event for Saturday,
November 18 from 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at the Douglas County Fairgrounds, north of Kansas Highway 10
at 2010 Harper St., in Lawrence, Kansas. Our church will kick off our campaign on October 29. The
Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger is an annual event to celebrate what the church is doing to meet
the needs of the poor and hungry. Each year more than 20 agencies come to the event to receive
supplies for their ministries to the poor and hungry in their local communities.
As we prepare for this event, we want to invite you to participate. You can come and join the
celebration of what is going on in the church. You can participate by donating supplies to distribute to
agencies on that day. We will be providing a location in the church where you can bring your gifts.
We also invite anyone who has a desire to help with this effort to “just raise your hand” and we will
gratefully accept any help you can give.
The agencies that come to the Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger event are looking for particular
items that have been traditionally provided by the Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger. These include
food, bedding, toys, paper products, diapers, HUGS (hats, underwear, gloves and socks), health kits,
school kits, layettes, new toys and games.
We will deliver the gifts to the event on November 18. As we celebrate all that the church is doing,
we also want to do ministry as well to the agencies who come to the Bishop’s Round-Up Against
Hunger event.
Here is a listing of what would be requested by the agencies for this year’s event. The Missions Team
will be providing a pamphlet at the October 29th kick-off that will provide more details on what is
needed.
If you would like more information, just go to this link or search on “Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger.”
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/hungerministries

The Missions Team meets the fourth Thursday of each month and everyone is

welcome to attend. All ideas and questions are also welcome. Anyone can be a
part of Missions. You do not have to make a team membership commitment to
participate. Maybe you have one thing you are interested
in or one “passion”, bring it to the team and maybe we can
help you with it with resources, encouragement, or advice.
Maybe this is your time to step up.

Breakthrough House
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It’s time to plan for our annual Thanksgiving meal at Breakthrough House in downtown Topeka.
This is our total church family in action! Breakthrough House is a nonprofit community agency
established in 1978 to support the recovery of individuals with mental and social disabilities and
challenges by providing services, support and opportunities to improve their quality of life.
This year we will prepare, deliver, and serve a meal to approximately 80 people at Break-through
House. For this mission we need church-wide help and support. Please sign up to give food
donations and/or cash to help defray expenses, help in food preparation, transportation of the meal
or serving the Thanksgiving meal. You can register your offer of food donation, cash, or labor on the
sign-up sheets on the bulletin board. This is a wonderful opportunity to make a real impact in the
lives of people in our own community.
Sign-up sheets will be posted outside of the church office starting Sunday October 29.
You will also be able to signup online @ Volunteer Spot
We're using SignUp.com (the leading online signup and reminder tool)
to organize our upcoming activity.
Please sign up for Breakthrough House Thanksgiving Dinner!
Here's how it works in 3 easy steps:
1. Click this link to go to our invitation page on SignUp.com: http://signup.com
2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on SignUp.com)
3. Sign up! Choose your spots - SignUp.com will send you an automated confirmation and reminders.
Easy!
Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your
email address, please contact me and I can sign you up manually.
Please make plans now to come help with the food preparation Wednesday and Thursday
(the 22nd and 23rd), or plan on coming to serve for a noon meal on Thanksgiving Day the 23rd!
If you have questions, please contact Natalie Copeland ncopeland@cecentertainment.com
or Kris Denton, knr66609@yahoo.com

Annual Church Conference
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Sunday, November 19th
3:45 - 5:15 p.m.
Shawnee Heights UMC
Berryton, Stull, Tecumseh, Big Spring will be joining us.

Trustees
Trustees Report October 2017
• The South wall and entryway doors and windows have been replaced/repaired as
we begin a larger update and renewal of this area.
 Painting of the gathering area and hallways has been completed.
• Plans are underway and bids are being accepted to replace flooring, update
bathrooms and replace furniture in the gathering area.
• Working with HOL and the Fire Marshall to make sure that the building continues
to meet all fire code requirements.
• Berend has worked with Lower’s to resolve the water leakage that was occurring
from the A/C unit above the men’s bathroom.
• Lowell has repaired the attic stairs and they now work smoothly!
• The outside glass over one of the stained glass windows on the North side of the
sanctuary was recently found to be broken. Lowell has secured a bid from Sowers
to get this replaced.
th
 Next meeting for the Trustees will be Monday, December 11 at 6:15pm
Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chair

Finance Team
The Finance Team met on October 11 th; our Year-to-Date contributions were a little weak this
past September but thanks to prior “good” months our YTD contributions still exceed our
budgeted plan. We are hoping a strong showing for the remainder of the year will keep our
cash flow in the black.
Also, our church family is to be commended since as, of this writing, we have received 52
commitment cards for the 2017 general budget. Included on those cards were 36 additional
commitments for the 2017 capital funds drive. – Extraordinary indeed.
By the grace of God, we are going places folks!!!
Thank you,
Kem Cooper, Finance Team Chairperson

Interfaith of Topeka
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Annual Thanksgiving service
Sunday, November 19th 7:00 P.M.
St. David’s Episcopal Church
17th and Gage
The theme: “For the Children.”

Coming in December...
Mark your calendars for BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
and pancakes from Chris Cakes!
Saturday, Dec.9th - 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by Heights of Learning Board
(Freewill offering accepted)

Christmas Store for Mom and Dad
On Monday, December 11, at 9:00 a.m., the HOL Board Members
will be having the Christmas shopping program for the children of
Heights of Learning, which gives the kids an opportunity to select
two small gifts for their parents or guardian. This gives the kids
a chance to do their own shopping to surprise their parents!
Your donation of any small gift items for the store, or help at the store, will be
appreciated. We could use some "cup stuffers" (individually wrapped candy or snacks
like chex mix, candy bars, cocoa, tea bags, etc.) to put in them. The candy or snacks
will need to stay edible until Christmas. If you want to bring the snack items, we can
individually wrap them.
We will set-up the store after church service on Sunday, December 10, and will need
your donations by then.
Please see Nancy Ames, Mae Jean Shandy, Mina Haywood, Samantha Koops or Barb
Hoskinson with questions about this fun Christmas program for the HOL children.
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Heights of Learning Newsletter
November 2017
HOL Family Thanksgiving Lunch
November 17,
Begin serving at 11:30
Sign up sheets by classroom doors

Even
the babies enjoy
Ms Tonya
leaving
summer
fun! who
We are sad to report that Tonya Naylor,
has been our cook and float teacher for years
and years, served her last day October 27.
Needless to say she WILL be missed.
She has found employment
closer to her home making it easier for her
to care for her family.

All family members welcome
We are asking for donations of turkey, rolls
or dressing mix. There is a sign up sheet for
these donations on the office door.

Butter Braid sale went very well.
We exceeded last year’s sales. The
exact amount will be announced in
the future.
Congratulations to the PKB class for
having the biggest sales. They will have
a class party in the near future.

PLEASE WELCOME
Victor Allen is our new van driver.
“Mr. Victor” will be driving to SHES
and on field trips. We are very pleased
to have him on staff.

Budding Artists!!

- MUSIC – MUSIC - MUSIC We are excited to announce a music
program for HOL. Tiffany Wegele will
be here in the mornings to work with
the children. She will also be helping
with songs for our Christmas program.
We feel this will be an added bonus to
our program.

Coming in December
Friday, December 8th
Christmas Program
Saturday, December 9th
Breakfast with Santa
*Class Parties
*More Info coming!
HOL is a Ministry of Shawnee Heights UMC

Joys and Concerns
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November Birthdays
st

1
1st
2nd
5th
7th
8th
10th
11th
12th

14th
15th
16th
16th
17th
18th
18th
19th
20th

Mallory Copeland
Andrew Taliaferro
Cindy Schlink
Christy Ruff
Mary Jo Bowen
Eian Lewis
Janice Taliaferro
John Reber
Vicky Moore

Cameron Price
Jeanne Clark-Leuszler
Logan Lambrecht
Arlene Zima
Max Claassen
Rhonda Harris
Eric Smith
Marlys Bennett
Christopher Simerl

22nd
24th
28th
30th

Tonia Sutton
Rex Ford
Teri Criqui
Melissa Dennison

November Anniversaries
th

5 Berend & Samantha Koops
9th Gene & Debbie Edwards
18th Paul & Cloeva Idol

As a church family, we pray for one another in times of joy, sadness,
and struggle. Our prayers continue for…
Melissa Dennison
David Denton
Melissa Lewis
Vicky Moore
Zeke & Lila Zimmerman
Friends, this is a note Pastor Barb received from our Music Director on Sunday, Oct. 22 nd.
Please continue to hold Sam in your prayers.
“To whom it may concern, I will be relinquishing my duties after October 29 th. I have appreciated the
opportunity to work at the church I grew up in. My life has taken an unexpected turn personally and I will
not be able to manage the duties of this position anymore. Thank you, again, it has brought me great joy
working with the choir and I hope that the church music program can continue to be successful.”
Peace, Sam
BABY SHOWER! Please join us for a Baby Shower/Light Lunch for Lindsay Winters and
Baby Charlotte on Saturday, November 11, at 11 a.m. at the Church. Lindsay is registered
at Walmart and Babies R Us, under the state of MN. Charlotte now weighs about 10
pounds, so she is no longer wearing newborn clothes. It will be fun seeing and cuddling
little Charlotte and visiting with her proud mama and grandma! Please RSVP to the
church office shumc@cox.net or 379-5492 or Cindy Schlink at LSCHLINK@msn.com.
Heartfelt thanks to the Shawnee Heights United Methodist Prayer Shawl Ministry Team
for making the beautiful Prayer Shawl. The thought behind in the making of the Shawl is
much appreciated. Also to Pastor Barb for delivering the Shawl and offering words of
assurance. I am sure the Shawl will get much use in the coming months. Lila and I both
appreciate the thoughts and Prayers of the congregation at these trying times.
God Bless You All.
Lila and Lester (Zeke) Zimmerman

