
Mid-Week Reflections 

October 4, 2017 

 

Thoughts About Us: 

 I can only imagine that the images of the horror we now simply call, “Las 

Vegas” have disrupted your thoughts and have left a cloud of despair over your 

routine since the news broke late Sunday night. How does someone get to a place 

where they plan and choose to randomly kill so many innocent people? The thing is 

there is no answer. We do not know and it is likely we won’t.  

Some might argue that we need stricter gun regulations. Maybe that is true, 

but in this case the weapons, although excessive, were purchased legally. Some 

might argue we need to be sure guns are not in the hands of the wrong people. OK, 

but aside from what might have been a gambling addiction, the shooter (I am 

avoiding the use of a name) had shown no signs of mental illness.  

Instead, of pointing blame and arguing for more rules or regulations, I am 

willing to claim this is a technological disconnect from reality. Shooting from the 

32nd floor with high power weapons is much more like playing a video game. No way 

was he targeting anyone or any group of people. This shooter played high steaks 

poker, often on-line. I suggest, although he appeared to be normal, he was no 

longer connecting to and with people. He was not living in reality.  

So my question is, “Who and where were his people?”  With whom did he 

share his fears and frustrations, his hopes and his dreams?  Who and what brought 

him joy? What cause was he passionate about and devoted to?  

What about us?  What is really worth our time and energy? Who do we turn 

to for help, encouragement and celebration? As a person of faith and as a pastor, I 

weep in the midst of this obvious brokenness, this disconnect from the “love of 

God and neighbor.”  So again, I ask the question what about us. And, let me 

rephrase that. What about you?  How are you?  What do you need?  Who are your 

people?  

Here’s is what I want all of you and any of you who might be reading this to 

understand. Violence is never the answer to our problems…unless we are defending 

ourselves or loved ones. At our core, as followers of Jesus, we are called to be 

people of love. Really. We are to love God and love our neighbors as we love 

ourselves. And, we are to love our enemies…those with whom we do indeed disagree.   

And, my friends, if we love ourselves and I pray we do…we will seek out help when 

we need it or when we notice that others need to be held accountable for their 

actions.  



Also, know this, I am your person or at least one of them.  I am your pastor. 

You can call me anytime 785-766-4789 and I will get back to you as soon as 

possible. I may not be able to make it all better but I will work to help develop a 

plan of action and guide you to seek the professionals who will be with you and your 

loved ones.  

I will not be with you in worship this Sunday. John and I are leaving 

tomorrow for Seattle to spend time with our daughter and son-in-law. Even though 

I will be away you will be in my prayers and in case of an emergency, you can call 

and leave a message on my cell. Don Stewart is preaching, the choir is singing and 

Carrie Rutherford is sharing a time with the Children.  At noon, Pacific Time, I will 

pray and be with you all in spirit.  

Especially during times like this…we need to be connected. May we each find 

the love of God that is within us and surrounding us. May we then be so empowered 

by that love that we will be God’s love for all.  

 

Coming Up: 

 Wednesday, October 4, 2017 : Worship Team at 6:00 this evening.  

 

 ON-Going this week:  PAINTING OF THE GATHERING AREA. 

Please do not come by to watch the process, but know that you will be able to get 

through the area. It is likely the job will not be totally finished by Sunday. And, 

the Trustees will not be re-hanging the pictures or replacing the furniture right 

away. Some things are in the parlor. A few pieces of furniture will be returned to 

the space for Sunday. This is being paid for from Memorial Funds and a generous 

anonymous donation. Be Patient with the process. New flooring is coming soon.  

 

 Saturday, October 7th First Breakfast and Mission Craft Bazaar. 

  Breakfast is 7:30-10 

  Bazaar is 7:30-noon 

 

Sign up for our new class offering, “Do Not Be Afraid” starting Wednesday, 

October 18th.  There will be both afternoon and evening offerings.  The sign up is 

on the information desk or email the office shumc@cox.net.   

 

 

Church Conference is Sunday, November 19th @ 3:45 at SHUMC 

 

mailto:shumc@cox.net


There is still time to turn in “Estimate of Giving” cards for 2018.  Budgeting for 

2018 will begin soon.  I will have an update for you two weeks from now as there 

will not be a Mid-Week next Wednesday.  I will share today that we have already 

received commitments for $5,100 from just over 30 people for capital 

improvements. That support may also be noted on your cards and returned to the 

church during worship or by mail.  

 

Oh…yes the Guatemala Mission Team did arrive safely home about 1:30 am Monday.  

I look forward to hearing their stories and seeing more pictures. 

 

Thank you for all you do.  

Do continue to love one another.  

May others see Christ in you this day.  

 

Blessings,  

 Barb.  


