
Mid-Week Reflections 

September 20, 2017 

 

Coming Up:  

Echoes deadline is today, 9-20-17 

 
  Saturday, 9.23, at 3:30 am our Guatemala Mission Team leaves for their trip.   

 Do hold them in your prayers as they do work on our behalf for those living in 

poverty in rural Guatemala.  

 

  Saturday, 9.23 Chicken Noodle Dinner and Country Store & Bakery 

 from 3-7 here at SHUMC 

 

  Sunday, 9.24 is our Dedication/Celebration Sunday.  Remember to bring your 

completed “Estimate of Giving Card” to worship. We will share a celebration meal after 

worship.  The cost of the meal is covered by our Stewardship Team and provided by Boy 

Scout Troop 183.  

 

 

Thoughts About Us: 

 Last week was almost a bit overwhelming. And, I have no reason to believe this week 

will not be the same.  The generosity of the people who call Shawnee Heights UMC home, is 

becoming profoundly obvious. In response to the call from Bishop Saenz to provide Flood 

Buckets for the people of Texas and Florida through UMCOR, The United Methodist 

Committee on Relief we thought 5 buckets would be reasonable for a church of our size. 

We collected 12!  12!  But that isn’t all.  We also received $1,350 that we sent to UMCOR.  

How ‘bout that?   

 And then Mission Team and Evangelism Team put on an awesome “Sweet Treats and 

Sweet Sounds” with all the donations going to I-Care.  We took in $504.  That makes me 

smile…big time.   

 All of this is happening as we are praying for our Mission Team of six who are about 

to head to Guatemala.  As they go we are sending a check for $783 to ODIM, the 

organization we are working with while in Guatemala. If you have not already learned about 

them, now would be a good time to do so.  They have been functioning since 2005 just 

after Hurricane Mitch caused so much damage in Central America.   

 Meanwhile we are current with our Mission Shares, formerly “apportionments” that 

fund the ministry of The United Methodist Church.  And, we are caring for our facility so 

others might find it and us inviting in such a way that they will come here to grow closer to 

God.  The south walls surrounding our main entrance were torn down after cement footings 

were put in place. Both the exterior and interior walls have a new look with new windows 

and wall covering. Way to go Trustees…thanks for making this happen.  



 The thing is all of that is amazing…a bit overwhelming.  God’s Spirit is doing some 

wonderful work and we are responding to it. We are doing what we can to make a 

difference because we are indeed empowered by God’s love to be God’s love.  We are living 

out our faith and our commitment to God in a big way. Wow.  

 So what’s next?  Really only God knows.  What I know, because of what God has 

done in the past is that God never quits. God will continue to empower us to do great things 

out of love for God and our neighbors both here and around the world.  So stay tuned. 

Stay connected. Stay in love with God.  

 I am excited about worship this week. It is the conclusion of our “Extravagant 

Generosity” series and I have this crazy feeling that we will have much to celebrate. Do 

remember to consider making a commitment to capital improvements.  Our goal is for 100 

individuals to give $100 in 2018. It may be given quarterly or as a one-time gift.  

Last year, 23 giving units…families which for some is individual, increased their giving 

commitment.  I am praying we will have at least that many increase their level of giving for 

2018.  Together we will do amazing work.  And certainly, you may give more if you are able 

to do so.  

 Scripture is the foundation of who we are. Scripture guides us. So especially this 

week I urge you to read the text I will be preaching. It is 1 Timothy 6: 17-19. Because it 

really speaks to me, we will be using The Message translation. And because some of you 

may not have it handy and don’t regularly use Biblegateway…here it is.  

 “Tell those rich in this world’s wealth to quit being so full of themselves and so 

obsessed with money, which is here today and gone tomorrow. Tell them to go after God, 

who piles on all the riches we could ever manage—to do good, to be rich in helping others, 

to be extravagantly generous. “Go after God”. There it is, our challenge and call.  

Go after God.  Enjoy.  

 

       Looking forward to seeing you Sunday, 

         Blessings,  

          Barb 
 

 

  


