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 We are basically generous people. I have seen that generous spirit so many 

times in so many places throughout my life. I see it in who we are and who we strive to 

be at Shawnee Heights UMC. Most of the time that is true.  Most of the time we are 

generous: we give to and serve others…however, many times our generosity is limited 

or conditional. Far too often, we tend to, or at least are tempted to limit our giving and 

our compassionate serving to those we know and those who know us.  

 That is so not who Jesus asks us to be. Clearly, Jesus creates a new expectation. 

We are to not only love God and our neighbors, we are to love our enemies.  Or less 

harshly spoken, let’s name the reality that Jesus calls us to actively love those we may 

not like very much, if at all. We are to intentionally and generously serve the needs of 

our community and our world. We are to be God’s love. We do so in loving response to 

God’s love for each of us.  

 I am convinced we need to practice Extravagant Generosity. For the four 

Sundays in September that will be our focus in worship. We will work to remember 

who it is that God is calling each of us to be. As I shared on the front page of this 

Echoes, I am using a devotional guide written by Bishop Robert Schnase to shape my 

sermons. Ponder this, “Giving helps us become what God wants us to be. Giving is not 

merely about the church’s need for money but about the Christian’s need to grow in 

generosity. Generosity is a fruit of the Spirit, a sign of our spiritual growth.”  Wow. 

Giving helps us become… 

 I don’t know about you, but I confess I struggle to let go of my stuff, 

especially books I have acquired over the years. Someone could read them. Someone 

could benefit from them and enjoy them as I have, but not as long as I hold on to 

them. How many things are we keeping just because we might use them someday, or 

because they have special meaning? Do we doubt that God will continue to provide for 

us? May our trust grow. May our love for God be lived out in our generosity. There is 

an amazing freedom in generously giving.  

 One more thought I must share. Pastors usually dread, “stewardship.” So do I, 

to be honest. That’s why what we are doing is not traditional stewardship but a time of 

spiritual growth that will inform and shape our desire to respond. What I do love is 

passionately working to guide all of us to more clearly recognize God’s love for us. 

What I love is the spiritual response that comes from that realization.  

 My life changed when I fully understood that all that I am and all that I have 

come to me as a gift from God. May it be the same for all of us as we join together to 

transform lives here and around the world. May God’s love, love us into action.  

          Barb  


