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SHUMC Choir Director
Our Staff-Parish Relations Team is happy to announce that

Rev. Barb Clinger
Cell: 785-766-4789
blclinger@gmail.com

Sam Miller has agreed to serve as our Choir Director beginning August
20th. Sam is a Topeka/Tecumseh native and currently a sophomore at
Washburn. He is very excited to have this opportunity to lead our choir.
Choir rehearsal will likely begin his first week, Aug. 20th and he is

Office Hours

looking forward to conversations or at least email exchanges with choir

Mon-Thursday
10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Closed Fridays

members and those who might be interested in singing. We are tentatively
planning on a choir start date of September 10th. Prayers have been
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Youth Directors
Staff-Parish is also delighted to inform you that we have hired
TWO part-time youth directors. How ‘bout that? After considering the
high quality applicants we had, both members, both with Master of
Education degrees and experience in the world and with young people,

Prayers answered? You bet.
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Clarity in the Clutter
How did it get to be August already? And why must it be so hot?
I do hope you have had time to enjoy the benefits of the summer. The long days
of sunlight are amazing. And, thank God for the tomatoes that are just beginning to
ripen. And, indeed, thank God for air conditioning. How did we ever make it without it?
I remember the hot summer days in St. Louis. I remember my dad insisting we “open up
the house” at night. The big attic fan sucked in the humid air and I remember the
challenge of falling asleep on the sticky sheets. It was unbearable.
This summer, all these years later, with many creature comforts has felt
particularly unbearable and I don’t think it is all related to temperature or humidity or
climate change. The political climate has kept us all on edge. Regardless of our political
leanings, it seems clear that this will be remembered as a unique time in our history.
There is a sense of worry and anxiety, and even fear.
I have been wondering how we as Christians are called to respond. How are we to
behave when we do not agree and we have good reasons and thoughtful arguments for
why everyone should think like we do? What are we to do? I must admit the answer is not
so very difficult, and yet it is. We are to do exactly what Jesus told his disciples and
those who were not so very pleased with him to do. We are to live out the new commandment. We know it. Perhaps we are simply seeing so many examples of “Christians” who are
suffering from scriptural amnesia, that we too forget how to be who Jesus taught us to
be. I get it. At times “they” are so unlovable. At times my “neighbor” is a real pain.
Found in Matthew and Mark and Luke, Jesus gets “the legal expert” to answer
his own question which was “what must I do to gain eternal life?” His answer is from the
Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament teachings. “You must love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind and love your
neighbor as yourself.” There it is. That’s how we tolerate the unbearable heat of this
summer. Love God. Love neighbor.
In the weeks to come, I am going to be asking myself and all of you how we, as
individuals and as a community are living that out. What obvious signs of love are we acting
out? What are we doing to change the toxic climate in our world, our nation, our state,
our community and dare I say in our families. What does love look like for our weary
neighbors? What do we and they need?

Cont. on page 3

Clarity in the Clutter cont.
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First, love God. I remind you again one foundational way to do that is in
and through worship. Worship. Next, commit to serve others. Need some ideas? We are
still hoping to connect with SH Middle School to be lunch buddies. Let me know if that
sounds like loving a stranger to you. Then, turn to scripture. Who wants to come and sit
and read scripture and chat about how it spoke to you? Seriously the possibilities are
endless but we must be intentional or they will never happen.
God needs us to be God’s love. Our world needs us to be God’s love.
I refuse to be consumed with the despair and negativity. I invite you to join me on this
great adventure of love. God so loved the world.
How can we not respond, lovingly.
May we find peace and joy in the adventure,

Barb

“Words That Speak”
Our Summer Sermon Series Continues
The original intent was this would be a seven week series.
Popular demand has extended it to nine.
August 6th
“Light: Eliminating the Stumbles”
Psalm 119: 105-112
Cecelia Resnik chose these words. She says, “These words remind me to go to the Bible, to seek.”
May these words encourage us as well.
Communion Sunday
August 13th
“First and Greatest”
Matthew 22: 34-40
Don Stewart suggested this scripture. He boldly claims that he believes that this sums up the
entire Bible: Old Testament and New. Love the Lord…Love your neighbor. “Wow!! I believe this
is the single most important statement in the Bible.”
August 20th
“Simple. Peaceful. Comforting.”
Psalm 23
Cindy Schlink suggests this scripture has always been important to her. She claims it is one of
the first verses she memorized as a child. “It is peaceful and calming.” And she adds, “The old
version, the one with thee’s and thou’s and eth on the end of words is special because that is
how I learned it.”
August 27th
“Show Me the Mercy”
Luke 10: 25-37
Ben Grindol offers this as a late arrival to our series. He actually approached me after worship,
three weeks into this series. Is it too late to suggest scripture to use? “I have been thinking
about the Samaritan, the Good Samaritan,” he said. And if I remember correctly he said,
“My goodness that story has so much to say to us today.” Indeed it does, Ben.
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Finance Team
July 2017 Report


Accomplishments of Note:



Reviewed the MTD Financial Reports as of May & June month-end:
YTD Income $4,555 above projections



The ”dip” in May’s income was due to forgiving HOL one month’s rent in lieu of
facility issues.


100% of Global Mission Shares have been paid ($12,135 YTD)



The Finance Team approved the release of budgeted funds to be allocated towards
the Youth Director positions as well as the release of budgeted funds to be allocated
towards a Music Director. Both positions are being filled by SPRC actions.

Kem Cooper, Chairperson Finance Team

Trustees
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Trustees Report for July 2017
Of Note:
 Kitchen hood project is complete with the exception of the stainless wall that needs
to be put up by Muckenthalers.
 A stainless table and a metal cabinet have been ordered to replace what was
removed. HOL and the women of the church have worked together to get these
selected.
 The painting of the hallways and classrooms has been completed – once the trim is
repaired and replaced the water damage repair will be complete. (Finished 7/23/17.)
 Remember if you are needing the new security code for the church you can contact
the church office. This was changed to enhance the security of our church facility and
those that are in the building.
 The next meeting of Trustees will be August 7th at 6:15pm
Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chair

Uth News…
Save the Date:
Sunday, August 27th
Youth group kick off @ Lake Shawnee
Evening cookout and ice cream.
Watch for snail mail details…coming soon.

Back-to-School Breakfast Buffet
August 5th 7:30 - 10:00 a.m.

Crafts Table featuring
Back to School Crafts!
Free Will Offering Appreciated
All Are Welcome!

Missions Team
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The Community Garden needs a name so we are holding a “Name the Garden”
contest. Maybe you have a theological name or a fun name
or just something that sounds good to you. We have a few
entries but would enjoy some more competition to make sure
we have the best name for the garden. So put your creative
caps on and send your submission to the church or pass it on
to Cathy Patterson or Nancy Ames. The contest will close on
15 August and a suitable prize will be awarded.
The Missions Team wishes to extend its appreciation to everyone who took
the time to participate in the blessing of the Community Garden. There are
several plots still available and we can build some more if they are wanted.
This is the first year, so we have experienced some growing pains as we got
the program off the ground. The hope is that having a full season next year
will bring even more produce and encourage more participation from the
community. If you think you want to participate next year, just speak up
next spring. And don’t forget that you can still plant things this year for a
fall garden (potatoes, pumpkins, squash, etc.).

Saturday, October 7th “Bazaar”
Missions is planning to hold a “Bazaar” in conjunction with the October
First Saturday breakfast. The plan is to rent out spaces on the parking lot
for community members to have a booth\space to sell their “stuff” (crafts,
yard sale items, “snake oil”, or almost anything legal).
We are looking for a person or group with an interest or
experience in managing this type of event. We can
provide assistance but we want someone who can make
it work. If this interests you, please contact Nancy Ames
or Cathy Patterson or come to the Missions meeting July
27th. You do not have to be a member of the Missions Team to help us out
on this one time event. Pray about it.
Nancy Ames and Cathy Patterson,
Missions Team Co-chairs

United Methodist Women
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AUGUST 19th SALAD LUNCHEON, 11:00-12:30pm
in the Aldersgate Room
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER, HOLLY HEYROTH OPUNDO,
a young UMW missionary, coming from Wichita!
Holly will tell us about the Angel House Children's Home in Tanzania, East Africa.
Please invite family and friends!
The website is: www.grassrootsangelhouse.org
Free will donation to support this worthwhile cause.
Please bring a salad to share.
Also, bring a baby item for “Tubs of Love” to benefit I Care Food Pantry.

The UMW Annual Chicken Noodle Dinner
and Country Store is Saturday, September 23rd,
4:00 to 7:00 PM!
Please mark your calendars NOW and plan to attend, sign up to donate food and/or craft
items, and help out with food or crafts on the 23rd.
We need EVERYONE'S participation for this event to be successful! It is a lot of work, but it's very
rewarding! Please be a part of this Christian fellowship event for SHUMC and for our community!
A heartfelt "Thank You!" to the no less than Twenty (20)! friends who came out to make
noodles on Monday evening, July 10th! It was a joy to see you, and the 60 quarts of noodles
were made in record time! Thanks to : Brenda P., Bill, Cathy, Kelly, Jo, Ben, Ladonna, Mae Jean,
Mina, Myra, Carrie, Cecelia, Kim, Tonia, Carli Jo, Vicky, Staci, Abby, Barb, Sharla and Christi!

School Kits! School begins soon, and school supplies are in the stores now! Please pick
up a few of these items, and place them in the collection basket in the back of the Aldersgate
Room. School children, and their teachers, in our area will appreciate it! Here's the list:
• 2 Wide-line notebooks
(no wires, if possible, please)
• Box of 24 Crayola crayons
• Box of Colored Pencils

• Tube of glue
• Box of 8 Washable Markers
• Large Pink Eraser
• Small Blunt Scissors

Thank you very much for your donations!
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Quilting Team

SHUMC Veterans Honored

On July 9, 2017, five military quilts were blessed during Worship, along with more than fifty mini-quilts
which were given to Midland Hospice. Two of our veterans were honored with Quilts of Honor from the
Quilt Group. These quilts were made by Kelly Badenoch, Vicky Cochran, Mina Haywood, Cloeva Idol and
Marlene Pantos. The quilts are quilted by Jean McDonald of Topeka. Those presented with Quilts of
Honor were Ellis Dahl and Lowell Noragon.

Ellis Dahl
Ellis enlisted in the Kansas Army National Guard in
October of 1957 while a student at Kansas State
University. He entered active military service February,
1960 for six months at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri.
He then began his teaching career in Keats, KS. While
at K-State, he met Carolee and they were married in
August, 1961. Before leaving on their honeymoon they
learned his National Guard unit had been put on alert.
He took a teaching and coaching job in Burns, Kansas
where he taught a few months before President
Kennedy activated his unit in October, 1961 during
the Berlin Crisis. They then moved back to Ft. Riley
where he served on active duty for one year. He then
moved back to Burns to continue teaching and serving
in National Guard. Ellis was discharged October, 1965
as Spec 5 Ordinance Supply Specialist. Carolee and Ellis
are shown with Ellis’ “Star” Quilt.

Carolee and Ellis Dahl

Lowell Noragon

Barb and Lowell Noragon

Lowell joined the US Navy in September 1965.
He went to boot camp in San Diego, CA. Upon
completion of boot camp, he went to class at a
technical school to become a computer technician
(before computers were used!). While on active
duty, he served at naval stations in San Diego, CA;
Norfolk, VA; Washington DC and Morocco, Africa.
He was released from active duty in October 1969.
After adjusting to civilian life, amid the Vietnam
War period, he decided to rejoin the US Navy and
became a drilling Navy Reservist in March 1970.
He served in the Navy Reserve for over 22 years,
retiring from the Navy in December 1991. His total
military time served was over 26 years. He retired
as a Data Processing Technician Chief Petty Officer.
Barb and Lowell are shown with Lowell’s “Union
Star” Quilt.
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Nurture Team
Information and Suggestions for Teams Hosting Fellowship Time

Try to arrive 10 -15 minutes early before church to get things set up and ready. Then it only
takes a couple of minutes after worship to set things out.
Coffee and filters are in the cabinet to the right of the Bunn coffee maker.
Use 2 scoops of coffee per pot. We supply both regular and decaf coffee for fellowship.
Coffee can be put into pump pots which hold about a pot and a half each. They keep the coffee
hot for a few hours.
There are some coffee fixings next to the coffee maker that need to be set out. The paper cups
for cold drinks, plates and napkins are in cabinet
to the
3’s and
4’s right when you come in the door
to kitchen. All extra supplies are in a large cabinet in the Aldersgate room (cups, plates,
3’s coffee,
and 4’screamer, etc.)
napkins, stirrers, sweetener, sugar, coffee filters,
We ask that you bring treats from home — something sweet and something a little
healthier are suggested. (Veggies, fruit, cheese and crackers.) Remember we are not
serving lunch, just snacks and drinks for some fellowship time with our church friends.
We ask you to use the glass coffee mugs when possible. Try to use paper coffee cups for our to
go drinkers, they will be kept in the kitchen by the coffee pot if needed.
You are also responsible to clean off tables, and wash coffee mugs or items used to serve treats
and put them away after fellowship.
Questions? Contact Vicky at msvjmoore@cox.net or 213-0230
Thanks so much for hosting!!

Hosts for Coffee Fellowship
JANUARY .............. Tech Team

JULY .................... Evangelism/Nurture

FEBRUARY ............ Finance Team

AUGUST .............. UMM/Choir

MARCH ................. Staff/Parish

SEPTEMBER ........ Board of Trustees

APRIL .................... Children/Youth ministry team

OCTOBER ............ Missions Team

MAY ...................... Adult Sunday School

NOVEMBER ........ Worship Committee

JUNE ..................... UMW

DECEMBER ......... Lay Leadership Team
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Echoes from the Heights
Summer Field Trips
Summer Field trips, along with outdoor activities
have kept us busy all summer. It is so hard to
believe that this time is winding down and we
will soon be back on our fall schedule.

Even the babies enjoy
summer fun!

We have been to the pool in Lawrence to cool
off, the Carousel at Gage Park, the Zoo, Sonic
for treats, the Capitol Building for a Kansas
History lesson, Tin Man Circle at Lake Shawnee
for play and a picnic, walked the trail at the
Kansas History Museum, toured the Topeka
Police station and places in between. The kids
have been awesome and the staff has done a
great job planning and implementing all of
these trips.

Dates for Family Picnics
4th - Summer Campers will have their
picnic at Gage Park
8th - Threes and Fours at Tecumseh Park
10th - Pre-K A & B at Tecumseh Park

School Starts August 16th
Kindergarteners will go into the
School Age on the 14th and 15th.

August 14th…
Move Ups
Parents will receive a
list of children moving
and new rooms.

Staff Birthdays
Stephanie 8/12
Hunter 8/18

Welcome to:
Thomas and Jude Stecklei
in the Nursery
Ella Alexander in the
Transition Room
Scott Stallbaumer in the Fours
Rhaea Stallbaumer in the PKb
Sheldon Zeller in the PKa

Heights of Learning

Ministry of Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
Contact HOL at 785-379-0766 - ask for Virginia or Joanne!

Joys and Concerns
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August Birthdays

3rd Lowell Noragon
5th Cassidy Copeland
6th Beth Robinett
8h Connor Clemmons
12th Beckham Rutherford
14th Hap Rutherford
18th Amy Edwards
19th Kasey Martin-Taliaferro
20th Corinne Denton
22nd Halley Robinett

22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
25th
25th
26th
26th
27th
27th

28th
29th
29th
30th
31st

Garry Scott
Jo Scott
Lisa Ford
Ryan Scott
Chad Moore
Kayla White
Lexi Hetrick
Rachel Naylor
Zach Bass
Patricia Naylor

Katie Denton
Elana Fulton
Devin Hendricks
Mae Jean Shandy
Tami Fulton

August Anniversaries
rd

3 Don & Janice Taliaferro
10th Rusty & Tami Fulton
11th Rita & Roy Malloy
11th Bill & Cathy Patterson
12th Tom & Sharon Bolyard
13th Darren & Amy Edwards

19th
20th
23rd
24th
27th
28th

Ellis & Carolee Dahl
Eric & Kristan Smith
Richard & Kris Denton
Gary & Mary Ann Newham
Lester & Lila Zimmerman
Doc & Teri Criqui

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Melissa Lewis
Vicky Moore
Lila Zimmerman
Congratulation to Allison Speck and her husband Colby on
the birth of their daughter, Ellie Rae Speck, born July 4, 2017

To SHUMC Quilting Ladies:
Thank you for the beautiful patriotic quilt you
presented to me and other veterans. There are
so many neat features...like stars, flags, names of
states, and a bald eagle in flight. I'm sure it took a
lot of time and work to complete such a project.
I will cherish and display it with pride!
Ellis Dahl
Thanks so much to the UMW Quilter’s Group
for the beautiful quilt you presented to me.
I know there is much work and love put into
each of these quilts and I am honored to be
the recipient of one of them. It has a special
place in our home.
Lowell E Noragon

I wanted to let everyone know how much we
appreciate all the prayers, cards, thoughts during
my mother’s final days. She is at rest now. Thank
you so much.
Marlys & Doug
Thank you so much for all of your thoughts and
prayers for our mending! We are all better now!
Mary Ann and Gary Newham
June 17, my family gave me the shock of my life.
I walked in your door and there was our relatives
and friends giving me one of the most wonderful
surprises of my life. Your kitchen and meeting
room were the perfect place for all of us to have
a great time. My 90th birthday will never be
forgotten. I want to thank everyone, mostly Nancy
Ames, Vicki Foster, Ken Harries, John Harries and
their families and God for blessing me all my life.
Thanks to all.
JoAnn L. Harries

